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CAMRA News
Choose Your Champion Beer of Britain
The CBOB voting website is now available. All CAMRA members still have the chance to nominate
beers from their local area via the CBoB voting website. This means that beers from all parts of the
country have an equal chance to be nominated. The voting period will now run to midnight on 15
November 2018. The winning beers from this process will go forward to regional judging for the
2020 competition. You can nominate up to five beers in each of the eleven categories to be put
forward for the CBoB competition, but if you only want to nominate beers in one category, or even
just one beer, that’s fine. You do not have to nominate all the beers in one go. You can alter your
selections anytime up to the deadline at midnight on 15th November. Any CAMRA member can
login to the CBoB website www.cbobvoting.org.uk using their member login details.

Branch News
A note from the Editor
As you can see, changes are happening and not just with our website. We’re trialling a new
newsletter template. It’s still a work in progress, so there are a few minor issues, but nothing we
can’t handle.
Cider Month
Apart from Halloween at the end of the month, there’s another reason to celebrate during October.
Why not pop down to one of our many cider pubs in the branch area and sample some of the fine
ciders and perries that are on offer. There’s also a cider walk in conjunction with Southport branch
on the 20th (see details below). Another way you could sample this popular juice-based drink.
Cider POTY 2018
It seems that the cider pub of the year for 2018 is the Firkin Shed down in Bournemouth. A
wonderful little micro pub serving around 14 ciders at any given time. Congratulations to Paul and
Lisa Gray, and long may they continue to serve top quality ciders in the future. Also, congratulations
must go to the Cricketers Arms for reaching the dizzy heights of the final 4. A presentation for this
achievement will take place on 17th November at 3pm in the pub itself. Maybe outside if the
weather is nice. It’s not a requirement that you drink cider during the presentation, although it
might help.
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Pub & Brewery News
Cricketers Arms Loyalty Card Scheme
For those of you who don’t already know, the pub has been running a loyalty card scheme for real
ales and real ciders, over 5 years now. However, a number of forged cards have been handed in
over the last couple of weeks, so they’ve decided to scrap the scheme with immediate effect. The
pub is looking into a number of different loyalty card schemes in order to replace the one being
cancelled.

If anyone would like to include any Pub & Brewery news in the newsletter please send it us via email
pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk.

Forthcoming Events
Cider Social – Saturday 20th October
We’ve received a warm and friendly invite to join Southport branch on their rail-based walk around
some of the area's pubs close to local rail stations, that serve real cider or perry.
The meeting point is at the Beer Station (next to Freshfield rail station) at 12 noon, and we will be
leaving promptly at 1pm for the next pub on the trail. After visiting a couple of pubs, it’s back on the
train to Hillside station. Once finished there, it’s on the train again to finish with a few pubs in the
vicinity of Southport station. Whether you normally drink cider or perry, or have never tried it, why
not join in the fun and learn about these exceptional drinks while quenching your thirst?
On arrival at the Beer Station, look out for a familiar face (no, not Sandy) wearing a Cider Rep badge,
or simply ask at the bar. There may be travel disruptions throughout the day, so make sure you
check your plans before you set out.
Southport Beer & Cider Festival
We all know this is happening later this month (some of us might even
be attending), but what you may not know is that they’re looking for
volunteers to staff the bars. If you are interested please click the
following link https://www.southport.camra.org.uk/dl.php?id=82820
This will allow you to download the form, so you can print it out, then
fill it in. Alternatively, you can go direct to the Southport branch
website www.southport.camra.org.uk , look for the Beer Festival link
on the left, click the link, then scroll to the bottom of the page and
click on Staffing Form 2018. Staff are still wanted, so if you can help
then please do.
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Events at The Turks Head
Halloween & Music Festival – Saturday 27th October
Bury Market shopping trip – Saturday 17th November
Chester Christmas shopping trip – Saturday 22nd
December

Articles
From Somerset to Dorset
By Des Platt
There was nothing remarkable about the pubs I went into in Somerset although I’m sure there were
plenty of good ones around. Arriving in Winterborne Abbas on the Saturday, it was disappointing to
see that the village pub had closed. This affected many of the others on the holiday less than it
affected me as I am very much a pub drinker rather than a house drinker.
On the Saturday several of us got a bus into Dorchester, the Casterbridge of the Thomas Hardy
novels. Dorchester seemed an odd mix of the old and a bizarre modern
housing estate as you came in from the west. The first pub we went into,
the Convivial Rabbit was a micro pub. After a decent pint there of Plateau,
Burning Sky, we went into the Blue Raddle which
was reckoned to be the best pub in Dorchester
(have to stop myself saying Casterbridge). Again,
the Flack Manor, Romsey Gold was a decent pint.
The following day I lead several of us along an 8 mile walk on the south-west
Ridgeway. We called at the Hardy monument which to everyone’s
amusement, I had assumed would be to the writer Thomas Hardy whereas it was actually to Admiral
Thomas Hardy of Nelson fame (https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hardy_Monument). We stopped 2
miles from home at the Brewers Arms in Martinstown. Here, there was a
Dorset Craft IPA which tasted good though it was rather gassy. The St
Austell Tribute was very good, however.
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On Monday we went sightseeing to Lulworth Cove, both for the Cove and the famous Durdle Door
nearby. The Lulworth Cove pub provided a decent lunch but the Badger Fursty Ferret was nothing
exciting.

After a pub free day for me on the Tuesday, on Wednesday my friend who owns a national top 16
CAMRA pub wished to visit the celebrated Square and Compass pub near to Swanage
(https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Square_and_Compass,_Worth_Matravers). Not sure whether he
learnt anything but it was a fine quaint old pub including a museum. Had two of Hattie Browns
beers there, the HPA and the Moonlite which were both very enjoyable. I
enjoyed the Scott Arms at Kingston even better as it had magnificent views
out over the sea. There were three beers and I can remember the other two
but failed to note the one I did have which was ,however ,very good. Our
final stop on the way back was at the Greyhound
at Corfe Castle which had a splendid pint of
Wadsworth IPA.
On the final full day we went to see the Museum
of the Tolpuddle martyrs which I found most
interesting. We also visited Cerne Abbas for the famous giant in the
landscape. I found that somewhat underwhelming. Some of my friends
visited the Cerne Abbas Brewery but the group I was with just sampled a pint of Cerne Abbas ale in
the Royal Oak.

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it us via
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.
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Next Committee Meeting
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th November at Derby Arms in Knowsley
at 8pm.
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote.

Next Branch Meeting
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 24th October at The Talbot Alehouse at 8pm.
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer: It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or
cider/perry)
 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety
 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV
 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life
If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at
http://www.camra.org.uk
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it!

Town Centre




















Cricketers Arms
Talbot Alehouse
Turks Head
The Lamb
The Phoenix
The Sefton
The News Room
Glass House
Connoisseur
Brewery & Tasting
Rooms
Running Horses
The George
Eccleston Arms
Market Tavern
The Abbey
The Gerrard
Royal Alfred
Rioja (Restaurant &
Bar)
The Cowley Vaults

Clock Face / Sutton







Haydock






Owls Nest
Lymewood

Prescot









Royal Oak
Watchmaker
Prescot Cables
Football Club
Old Mill
Dean’s House
Sun Inn
The Clock Face
The Bard

Rainford & Crank

Carr Mill


Bull and Dog
Mill House
Wheatsheaf
Micklehead Green
Vulcan
Glass Horse

Haresfinch Sports &
Social Club (By
request only)
The Carr Mill
Waterside
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The Red Cat
The Junction
The Derby Arms
The Star
Eagle and Child
Golden Lion





Bottle and Glass
Game Bird
The Colliers Arms

Rainhill










Manor Farm
Ship
Victoria
Commercial
Skew Bridge
Rocket
Black Bull
Coach and Horses
Rainhill Recreation
Club

Eccleston / Eccleston
Park






The Griffin
Seven Stars
Wellington
Stanley Arms
Grapes

Thatto Heath



The Elephant
The York

Whiston
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