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CAMRA News  

National Executive Elections – CAMRA AGM 6 April 2019 

Nominations are now open for CAMRA's National Executive elections in 2019. 
The following documents are now available for download from the AGM site. 

• National Executive Nomination Form 
• National Executive Member Declaration, including Code of Conduct 
• National Executive Member Role Description 
• Charity Good Governance Guide 
• Electioneering Guidance 
• Code of Conduct of Members of the National Executive 

 
The results of the election will be announced at CAMRA’s Members’ Weekend in Dundee which is 
taking place between 5 and 7 April 2019. More information can be found at 
https://agm.camra.org.uk 
You will need your online CAMRA credentials to login. 

Pub Heritage Project 

Using the ‘Volunteer Opportunities’ facility, Pub Heritage Group recently invited CAMRA members to 
register interest in becoming involved with the pub heritage project. 
The response to the appeal was most gratifying with over 30 people expressing a serious 
interest in becoming involved. Consequently, there’s a series of briefing/induction 
sessions to explain more about the project. These will comprise of an introductory talk on the history 
and achievements of the project, followed by information on how we go about the work and what 
still needs doing. This will be followed with tutored visits to some inventory pubs. 
The first session has now been arranged for Saturday 8 December at the Bartons Arms, Newtown, 
Birmingham, starting at Noon. Places are limited but there are some available on a first come, first 
served basis, providing there’s still room. 
The next session will be in London in the New Year and hope to follow up with events in 
Manchester and Bath/Bristol. Should any members express an early interest in attending one of 
these, please use the contact details listed below. 
 

Email : paul.ainsworth@camra.org.uk - Telephone : 01226 217195 
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Branch News 

Presentations at the Cricketers 

As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, the Cricketers Arms is receiving an award for reaching the 
final 4 in the Cider POTY.  But they will also receive an award for reaching the final 4, for the National 
Pub of the Year.  Both presentations will take place on 17th November at 3pm in the pub itself.  
 

Pub & Brewery News 

Exciting times ahead 

The Cricketers arms is branching out in 
partnership with Portland Wine and Gin, based 
in Billinge, to create a fantastic new drinking 
establishment in Winstanley, Wigan. 
The new bar, called Real Ale Revolution One, 
opened its doors for the first time on 25th 
October. The bar will open 7 days a week 12 
noon till 11pm and even open on Christmas Day 
12 – 3. 
This sleek and modern new Micro bar will be a 
great addition to the already vibrant bar and 
drinks scene in Wigan and the experienced bar 
manager, Dan, will be thrilled to welcome you. 
To call this a micro bar doesn’t do the Real Ale 
Revolution One justice as it is a great size seating up to 46 people with plenty of standing space. The 
bar has 18 lines, 8 of which will be dedicated to real ale and the other 10 to craft and keg beers. 
There is also a great selection of 8 ciders, plus world bottled beers and alcohol free drinks.  
A CAMRA discount is offered (don’t forget to take your card), or join there if you are not already a 
member. Why not pay them a visit and you will not be disappointed. 
Real Ale Revolution One, Unit 7, Holmes House Avenue, Winstanley, Wigan WN3 6JA. 
 
 

 
If anyone would like to include any Pub & Brewery news in the newsletter please send it us via email 
pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
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Forthcoming Events 

Rainhill Beer Festival 

 
Normally a branch social, and I’m sure it will be again.  Peoples 
diaries have just not aligned this year, resulting in a lot of our 
members turning up on different days.  So if you can make it, just 
pick a day and help support this wonderful event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events at The Turks Head 

 
Halloween has been and gone, but there are still 2 more 
events to look forward to at The Turks Head. 
 
Bury Market shopping trip – Saturday 17th November 
 
Chester Christmas shopping trip – Saturday 22nd 
December 
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Articles 

In search of Cider 
By Chris Simm 
 
It was an early start as the time for meeting up was midday and 2 trains had to be caught.  I was 
travelling from St. Helens and the first stop was The Beer Station near Freshfield station, on the 
Southport line.  What prompted this long journey was an invite 
from our friends at Southport branch, and a very familiar face 
who helped put this all together.  Plus, who could resist an 
opportunity to visit some pubs and drink cider, in the cider 
month of October.  To my surprise, I was actually one of the 
first ones there, which wasn't actually that great as it was 
slightly before midday and the pub wasn't officially open.  However, the good people at The Beer 
Station let us in anyway, we just had to wait a few minutes for them to get organised.  It’s a nice 
little micro pub only a stones throw from the platform, with some benches out front.  They had 3 
ciders on, all reasonably kept.  From Gwynt y Ddraig (Black Dragon, Welsh Warrior & Happy Daze), it 
was a nice refreshing start to the day.  After waiting for others to join the group, including our 
branch cider rep Sandy, it was time to head off to The Freshfield.  This was sadly a very brief visit as 
it seems they only have real cider on the bar during a festival.  If it wasn't a real cider or perry then 
we weren't interested (lines may have got blurred later on).  So despite the fact a few group 
members were salivating at a one off brew on the bar, we left for out next destination.  The sun was 
shining, so it was a pleasant walk back to the train station.  Our next destination was Hillside and The 
Grasshopper.  Another micro pub, but this one has a bit more space inside the pub, including a front 
terrace and a beer garden at the back.  There were plenty of ciders on offer, 7 in total, plus we had a 
few samples of one or two waiting in the cellar.  One was a very nice dry cider from Abrahall’s.  We 
even had a plate of sandwiches brought out to us by the landlord Andrew, as we were all sat outside 
on the front terrace.  
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 As the weather dulled, we decided it was time to move indoors and wait for everyone to finish.  By 
this point, people had already started to bend the rules, as not everyone was drinking cider.  Some 
decided to have a cheeky ale instead.   
Time was getting on, so we headed back to jump on the next train to 
Southport.  Next stop was a place called The Guest House.  A nice pub of 
reasonable size, but the only cider available on the bar was a 
rhubarb cider (Westons Flat Tyre), which was not to everyone’s taste.  
There was a small poster saying that real cider was being trialled, so they 
could have different ones and possibly more on in the future. 

From there it was off to Lord 
Street and a place called The 
Bottle Room.  An interesting place 
with a few good ideas, but cider 
wasn't one of them.  They had 2 on, both from Gwynt y Ddraig 
(Haymaker and Scrumpy), but decided to keep them at room 
temperature, claiming they had been told to do so.  Some of 
us picked the best warm one available and left it at that.  It did 

have a nice interior, but it was very long and narrow, so not much room to manoeuvre.  They did 
have a front terrace though, which was nice as it was quite warm in there and a little busy. 
It was then off to The Willow Grove, a Wetherspoons pub on Lord 
Street.  It wasn’t quite clear as to their selection, but we did spot 
the fridge they were hiding in.  After some investigation, we 
discovered they were serving 3 ciders (Mr Whitehead’s Toffee 
Apple, Westons Old Rosie and Knights Malvern Gold).   We got a 
few tastes, made our choices and then went off in search of 
somewhere to sit.  By this time extra people were tagging along 
with the group, including Andrew from The Grasshopper.   

Baron’s Bar was the next stop.  A 
fantastic little pub, which seems to 
be part of a larger complex.  They normally have Old Rosie on the bar, 
but they had an interesting one in the fridge, left over from a festival.  
It was a fruit flavoured cider, Pomegranate and Rose by Loubi Lou, 
and was really refreshing.  Its seating area is large, unusual and filled 
with lots of different styles of leather armchair, so there was plenty of 
room for everyone in our group. 
The last stop on the trail was The Sir 
Henry Seagrave, serving 2 ciders 
(Mr Whitehead’s Toffee Apple and 
Devil’s Leaf by Purbeck).  It was 

here that people started making decisions about whether to stay 
and carry on, or whether to call time on the day.  I’d decided that 
my journey had come to an end.  It was time to head back to the 
train station and begin the journey home to St. Helens. 
It was a great day, filled with lots of cider, the odd ale here and there and good conversation in the 
pubs we visited.  It was indeed a memorable day. 
 
 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it us via 
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
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Next Committee Meeting 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th November at Derby Arms in Knowsley 
at 8pm. 
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members 
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve 
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 28th November at Nelson (Bridge Street St. 
Helens) at 8pm. 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival 
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour 
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or 
cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food 
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at 
http://www.camra.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 

If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 

Town Centre 
 Cricketers Arms - C 

 Talbot Alehouse - C 

 Turks Head - C 

 The Lamb - C 

 The Phoenix 

 The Sefton 

 The News Room 

 Glass House - C 

 Connoisseur 

Brewery & Tasting 

Rooms - C 

 Running Horses 

 The George - C 

 Eccleston Arms 

 Market Tavern 

 The Abbey 

 The Gerrard 

 Royal Alfred 

 Rioja (Restaurant & 

Bar) 

 The Cowley Vaults 

Carr Mill 
 Haresfinch Sports & 

Social Club (By 

request only) 

 The Carr Mill 

 Waterside 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Bull and Dog 

 Mill House 

 Wheatsheaf 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Glass Horse 

 Boar’s Head 

Haydock 
 Owls Nest 

 Lymewood 

Prescot 
 Royal Oak - C 

 Watchmaker - C 

 Prescot Cables 

Football Club 

 Old Mill 

 Dean’s House 

 Sun Inn 

 The Clock Face 

 The Bard 

Rainford & Crank 
 The Red Cat 

 The Junction – C 

 The Derby Arms 

 The Star 

 Eagle and Child 

 Golden Lion 

 Bottle and Glass 

 Game Bird 

 The Colliers Arms 

Rainhill 
 Manor Farm 

 Ship 

 Victoria 

 Commercial 

 Skew Bridge – C 

 Rocket 

 Black Bull 

 Coach and Horses 

 Rainhill Recreation 

Club 

Eccleston / Eccleston 

Park 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Wellington 

 Stanley Arms 

 Grapes 

Thatto Heath / 

Nutgrove 
 The Elephant 

 The York 

 Brown Edge 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin 

 

C = Pubs serving Real Cider and or Perry 


