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 Visit our website https://www.sthelenscamra.org.uk/ 

 Submit articles newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 Contact the branch contact@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 

/St-Helens-Districts-CAMRA-164286400299734 
 

@StHelensCAMRA 

 

 

CAMRA News  
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of 
What’s Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 

Branch News 

Note from the editor 

As our branch AGM is on the horizon, we are dialling things back a little.  This month’s newsletter 
also includes what our branch got up to in March.  Please remember that because our AGM is on 
24th April, there will be no branch meeting until the following month.  Also, as May is fast 
approaching, keep an eye out for details of our Mild Trail. 

Facebook 

Good news everyone!!! 
Our Facebook page is back up and running and available for news, comments and other such 
Facebookery.  Have at it good people. 

A small Cider note 

For all those cider and perry drinkers out there, please feel free to totally disregard the mild month 
of May and have a fruit-based drink instead.  Most of you will be aware that CAMRA encourage the 
promotion of cider and perry throughout the months of May and October.  While our branch will not 
be organising anything cider-related until October, you can always use the month of May as an 
excuse and try some of our fantastic pubs serving real cider and perry in the town and branch area. 

Branch AGM 

All card-carrying St Helens & Districts CAMRA members are welcome to attend our Annual General 
Meeting at Rainhill Recreation Club with an 8pm start on Wednesday 24th April (Please note the 
change of venue).  Fully accessible with good transport links and a selection of cask conditioned ales. 

Branch POTY 

I’m sure you’re all aware that our branch has completed its scoring for Pub of the Year and released 
the results.  Just in case you’ve missed that, the top 3 are as follows :- 
 

1) Cricketers Arms 
2) Turks Head 
3) Skew Bridge Ale House 
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Congratulations to Andy & Denise Evans for coming out on top of a closely fought contest.  Watch 
this space for details about the award and presentation. 
But how does all this work, I hear you ask.  Well, here’s a little insight into how it all works. 
The Pub of the Year can be voted for by all members registered with the branch.  Seven pubs were 
shortlisted to be voted on by the members.  The seven were shortlisted based on beer scores 
entered into WhatPub.  The seven pubs were The Beer Engin, Cowley Vaults, Cricketers Arms, The 
News Room, Skew Bridge Ale House, Talbot Ale House and the Turks Head.  Chosen from out of a 
possible 80 or so qualifying pubs in the branch area, members are asked to visit each pub and score 
it in a variety of different areas.  The areas being quality of ale/cider, decor/style furnishing and 
cleanliness, service/welcome/offering, community focus and atmosphere, sympathy with CAMRA 
aims and overall impression.  Members submit their scores by a deadline and these are then 
counted and compiled to decide the Pub of the Year for the St Helens and Districts CAMRA area.  
This is also the first step in the shortlisting process that ultimately leads to CAMRA National Pub of 
the Year selections. 
 

Pub & Brewery News 

Cricketers Arms  

A full list of their seasonal festivals throughout the year.  Next stop Spring. 
 

 

 

National POTY 

A huge congratulations goes out to the best little pub in the village of Hampshire, The Wonston 
Arms, for achieving the dizzying heights of the best pub in Britain.  Something our very own 
Cricketers Arms did the year before.  There was no back to back win for the Cricketers, but they did 
make the final four, making our town very proud. 
Pubs in the competition are selected by CAMRA volunteers and judged on their atmosphere, decor, 
welcome, service, community focus and the quality of the beer/cider.  The runners-up in the 
competition were the Cricketers Arms in St Helens, Merseyside; the Chequers in Little Gransden; and 
the Volunteer Arms (Staggs) in Musselburgh.  Well done to all the pubs who took part.   
 
If anyone would like to include any Pub & Brewery news in the newsletter please send it us via email 
pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
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Forthcoming Events 

Southport Mild Trail 

Our friends over in Southport and West Lancs area are hosting a mild trail throughout the entire 
month of May.  If this is something that interests you then why not join in the fun of celebrating Mild 
throughout the Mild month of May. 
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Articles 

 

 

Cask conditioned Mild has become a rarity in recent years, which is a real shame, because Mild is a 
distinctive and tasty beer. Mild is one of, if not the, oldest beer style in the country.  
Mild is a beer that has tastes and textures all of its own. Basically, it is a beer that is less hopped than 
bitter, etc.  The darkness of Dark Mild comes from the use of darker malts and/or roasted barley that 
are used to compensate for the loss of Hop character. "Chocolate ", "fruity", "nutty" and "burnt" are 
all tastes to be found in the complexity of Mild. However, not all Milds are dark. Yorkshire brewed 
Timothy Taylors Golden Best is one of the best examples of a light coloured mild, the name changed 
from Mild to try to give it a more modern image.  
Milds today tend to have an ABV around 3.5%, with some notable exceptions. Mild was not always 
weaker though. In the 19th Century, milds were brewed to about the same strength as bitters in 
response to the demand for a sweeter beer (in those days most beers were around 6 or 7% ABV).  
In the early 20th century, malt rationing and pressure from the temperance movement led brewers 
to reduce the strength. Later in the 20th century mild's popularity as a cheap ale began to fade as the 
Big Brewers began to heavily promote their keg lager brands.  
In May, Southport are running a Mild Trail. This will give drinkers a chance to sample a range of 
different cask conditioned Milds at eight of their best real ale pubs. The pubs have agreed to offer 
customers a cask conditioned Mild option for the whole month of May.  
The Beer Den in Duke Street will be featuring Parker’s Mild which is being brewed especially for the 
Mild Trail. The Southport and Birkdale Sports Club always offers Timothy Taylors Golden Best 
(mentioned above) and drinkers showing the Mild Trail card will be given a member’s discount. The 
Grasshopper in Hillside is serving 16 different cask Milds throughout the month including the 
magnificent Dunham Massey Cherry Dark. Full details of the Milds available at all of these pubs can 
be found on Southport branch’s website. 
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You can participate in the Mild Trail either by using the card printed in Ale and Hearty, by picking up 
a card at one of the participating pubs or by printing out this article from our branch’s newsletter. 
Simply order a pint (or a half) of cask mild at each participating pub to receive a stamp on the card. 
Completed trail cards will be included in a prize draw to win some fabulous beery prizes. Details of 
the prizes can be found on the Southport and West Lancs CAMRA website at 
www.southport.camra.org.uk 
 
 

Pub Name Stamp Date 

The Grasshopper 
70 Sandon Road,  Hillside 
Southport   PR8 4QD 

  

Southport & Birkdale 
Sports Club 
Trafalgar Road,  Birkdale 
Southport    PR8 2HF 

  

Cheshire Lines 
81 King Street 
Southport PR8 1LQ 

  

Corridor 
573 Lord St 
Southport  PR9 0BB 

  

Guest House 
16 Union Street 
Southport  PR9 0QE 

  

Windmill Inn 
12-16 Seabank Road 
Southport  PR9 0EL 

  

Bold Arms 
59-61 Botanic Road 
Churchtown Southport PR9 7NE 

  

Beer Den 
65-67 Duke Street 
Southport   PR8 5BT 

  

Southport Mild Trail 2019 Rules  

1) The Southport Mild Trail runs from 1st May 2019 to 31st  May 2019 inclusive. When you buy a pint 
(or a half-pint) of cask conditioned mild in a participating pub ask the bar staff for a stamp on this 
card.  
2) Collect a stamp from each participating pub. (Check opening times via Whatpub.com before 
visiting a pub). If the Pub does not have cask mild available on your visit please write ‘NO MILD’ and 
record the date. This is equivalent to a stamp 
3) To complete the Mild Trail, collect stamps from all 8 participating pubs. All completed entries will 
be included in the Grand Draw. 
4) Completed cards will be drawn at random to win fabulous prizes. Full details of prizes may be 
found on the Southport and West Lancs. CAMRA website.   
5) There is no restriction on the number of completed cards that you may submit.  
6) Please vote for the pub which you thought had the best mild on offer. Include an email address so 
that we can invite you to the presentation event.  
7) The Organisers’ decision will be final and no correspondence will be entered into. 
 
 
 

http://www.southport.camra.org.uk/
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Complete the section above and leave the completed cards at one of the participating pubs no later 
 than 8th June 2019. Alternatively, send the completed cards to Doug MacAdam, c/o Southport and 
West Lancs. CAMRA,  
 
 
The best mild was available at  ….. 
 
 

I am interested in joining the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA)   YES / NO 
 
 

Please tear or cut across this line before submitting your entry, thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it us via 
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk. 

  

Name  

 
Address 

 

 
Email 

 

 
Phone 

 

 
Signature 
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Next Committee Meeting 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th May at The York at 8pm. 
The next meeting of the Committee will directly follow the AGM and is a CLOSED meeting.  New and 

existing Committee members only. 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Committee meetings 
are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
The next meeting of the Branch will be decided at a later date. 

Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival 
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour 
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or 
cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food 
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at 
http://www.camra.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 

If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 Cricketers Arms - C 

 Talbot Alehouse - C 

 Turks Head - C 

 The Lamb - C 

 The Phoenix 

 The Sefton 

 The News Room 

 Glass House - C 

 Connoisseur 

Brewery & Tasting 

Rooms - C 

 Running Horses 

 The George 

 Eccleston Arms 

 Market Tavern 

 The Abbey 

 The Gerrard 

 Cowley Vaults - C 

Carr Mill 
 Haresfinch Sports & 

Social Club (By 

request only) 

 The Carr Mill 

 Waterside 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Bull and Dog 

 Mill House 

 Wheatsheaf 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Glass Horse 

 Boar’s Head 

Haydock 
 Owls Nest 

 Lymewood 

Prescot 
 Royal Oak - C 

 Watchmaker - C 

 Prescot Cables 

Football Club 

 Old Mill 

 Dean’s House 

 Sun Inn 

 The Clock Face 

 The Bard 

Rainford & Crank 
 The Red Cat 

 The Junction – C 

 The Derby Arms 

 The Star 

 Eagle and Child 

 Bottle and Glass 

 Game Bird 

 The Colliers Arms 

Rainhill 
 Manor Farm 

 Ship 

 Victoria 

 Commercial 

 Skew Bridge – C 

 Rocket 

 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Rainhill Recreation 

Club 

Eccleston / Eccleston 

Park 
 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Wellington 

 Stanley Arms 

 Grapes 

Thatto Heath / 

Nutgrove 
 The Elephant 

 The York 

 Brown Edge 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin 

 

C = Pubs serving Real Cider and or Perry 


