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CAMRA News
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of
What’s Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ .

Branch News
Members Night
We've got a St Helens CAMRA & Districts Members Social on Thursday 11th July. They used to go
under the banner of New Members Night, but since then we’ve upgraded. The Talbot Alehouse is
hosting the event at 8pm. If you're a new member and have never been to a CAMRA event before
then why not make this your first. It's going to be a great night with a pub quiz and a raffle with
some fantastic prizes on offer. Your CAMRA membership will also get you a FREE drink on the night.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Presentation at the Beer EnGin
At a recent brewery takeover by Thornbridge, a few branch members wandered in to present
Debbie and Jeff with an award for Pub of Excellence 2018. Award presented by Des Platt.

Presentation at Cricketers Arms
There will be a presentation of Cider and Real Ale awards on 20th July at the pub. Most likely in the
afternoon and hopefully outside, providing the weather is nice. At the time of print, no further
details were available. Keep an eye on our social media channels for more information.
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Pub & Brewery News
News – A message from our Pubs Officer
Hopefully we’re in for some good weather in July and August so we can
make the most of the great beer gardens in and around St Helens. If it
turns out to be wetter though the pubs never let us down in making sure
there’s something going on. CAMRA’s current ‘Summer of Pub’ campaign
is all about getting people to enjoy socialising in their local pubs and us
trying to share some of the great things going on.
If you’re out at a pub over the summer and you’re sharing what you’re
doing on social media, whether it be watching the Saints in a pub with
friends or attending one of the many events, tag your post #SummerofPub to help promote it.
Below are some of the things going on that we know about. Watch out for our Twitter and Facebook
posts for more events and information. Don’t forget all the usual pub quizzes, sports and live music
that are always going on as well.
28 – 30
June

The Sefton (St Helens)

Beach weekender

5 – 7 July

The Sefton (St Helens)

Carnival weekender

9 – 13
July

The Glass House (St Helens)

Titanic Brewery takeover – 9 Titanic brewery beers

11 July

St Helens CAMRA – The
Talbot Alehouse

Social event for all St Helens CAMRA members,
especially new members or those who’ve never been
to an event before

18 – 21
July

Cricketers Arms (St Helens)

Summer beer festival

26 July

St Helens CAMRA

Pub walk (TBC) - watch out on Facebook and Twitter
for more details or email me below

2 -3
August

Sticky Wicket Bar (Ruskin
Drive)

Ruskin Beer Festival 2019

From 22
August

Beer EnGin Micropub
(Whiston)

Siren tap takeover and 3rd birthday celebrations

30 August St Helens CAMRA

Pub walk (TBC) - watch out on Facebook and Twitter
for more details or email me below

If you run or work in a pub let us know what you’ve got going on as soon as you can and we’ll help
promote it. If it’s on social media use the #SummerofPub tag on your posts.
Cheers
Ian
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer

If anyone would like to include any Pub & Brewery news in the newsletter please send it to us via
email pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk.
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Forthcoming Events
We are currently preparing a series of summer walks around our branch area. If our newsletter
doesn’t tell you first then our social media outlets will.
We are also planning a trip out to Chester (August/September), we just need to make sure it doesn’t
clash with any race meetings. As soon as we know, we will let you know.

Articles
CAMRA discounts and pub loyalty schemes
We are lucky in St Helens to have an active pub scene that recognises
CAMRA members and offers discount upon proof of membership (so just
flashing your CAMRA card nicely at the bar staff when ordering!)
Below is a list of pubs that offer CAMRA discount or have loyalty cards
for drinkers.
The Turks Head and Cowley Vaults have a joint loyalty card system which
can be used across both pubs across the range of beers on offer. The
loyalty scheme gets you 10p off with every £1 you spend. Both pubs also
offer a CAMRA discount, but you can’t use this in conjunction with the
loyalty card.
Similarly, The Talbot Alehouse has a loyalty card scheme and also offers CAMRA discount, but like
the Turks Head and Cowley Vaults, both can’t be used together.
The Cricketers Arms offers CAMRA discount to members.
The newly refurbished Sefton Arms offers CAMRA discount and also has a loyalty scheme in the form
of a stamp card. For every pint you buy you get a stamp and when you’ve collected enough stamps
you get a free pint.
The Eccleston Arms also have a stamp card system where you buy 10 pints and get 1 free.
Greene King offer 10% off selected drinks in their pubs when you download the app on to your smart
phone.
Don’t worry, we’ve not forgotten to mention the vouchers for JD Wetherspoons which were
included in your CAMRA membership when you joined. These offer 50p off a pint at any
Wetherspoons in the country.
However, from next month the voucher system is changing. As of July
1st 2019, anyone joining CAMRA for the first time or anyone renewing
their membership will receive £30 worth of CAMRA Real Ale, Cider and
Perry vouchers (60 x 50p vouchers). These can still be used in
Wetherspoons as before, but will also be accepted at Stonegate, Brains
and Castle Rock managed pubs. Don’t worry though, if you still have the
old Wetherspoons vouchers they are still valid for the next 12 months.
Find out more and full Terms and Conditions visit https://www.camra.org.uk/join/membershipbenefits/camra-voucher-scheme/
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So, what is a CAMRA discount and how do I get it?
Firstly, you have to be a CAMRA member to qualify for any discount. The Real Ale Discount Scheme
offers members 20p off a pint when you show your CAMRA card at the bar. Members can also get
anything up to 10% discount across selected products when there’s an appropriate offer on. Pubs
who decide to be part of the scheme may also feature the Real Ale Discount Scheme window sticker
– so look out for this in your local and let us know if you spot one in any pubs we haven’t mentioned.
If any members know of any other places that do any kind of real ale offers, loyalty schemes or
CAMRA discount that haven’t been mentioned here then let us know. Similarly, if you’re a pub that
offers CAMRA discount or any loyalty scheme for real ale drinkers then let us know. Email
pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org and we’ll give you a mention.
Merseyside Region Pub Of The Year
By Philip firth
The Cricketers Arms in Peter Street has yet again been voted Merseyside Region Pub Of The Year
(POTY). The Cricks as it is affectionately known, was CAMRA National Pub of the Year 2017 and will
now be put forward for the same award in 2019.
In order to choose a Pub Of The Year for Merseyside the four local branches (Liverpool, Southport,
St. Helens and Wirral) each nominate a local POTY and then members of each branch visit these
pubs in order to score them on Quality of Ale/Cider, Décor Style Furnishing Cleanliness, Service/
Welcome/ Offering , Community Focus and atmosphere, and Sympathy with CAMRA.
The following is a short description of the other pubs shortlisted for POTY in Merseyside. Why not
try and pay them a visit and judge for yourself why our neighbouring branches rate them so highly!
Liverpool branch POTY - Peter Kavanagh’s
2-6 Egerton Street, City Centre, L8 7LY
For opening times check WhatPub or call (0151) 709 3443.
Peter Kavanagh’s has bags of character and is a great place
to include in any ale trail around Liverpool city centre.
According to CAMRA, the pub has a nationally important
historic pub interior that was fitted out in 1929 by Peter
Kavanagh, licensee from 1897 to 1950
(https://pubheritage.camra.org.uk/pubs/110). Two large
murals with scenes from Dickens and Hogarth were
commissioned from the Scottish artist Eric Robinson. The
pub has one regular beer, Greene King Abbot, and up to
four rotating guest beers. Real cider is also available.
The pub is located in the Georgian area of Liverpool in a
side street next to Upper Parliament Street, a 10 minute
walk up hill from the Anglican Cathedral.
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Southport branch POTY - Sparrowhawk
Southport Old Road, Formby, L37 0AB
For opening times check WhatPub, www.sparrowhawk-formby.co.uk or call (01704) 882350
The Sparrowhawk is more of a resto-pub than a local, and
beers prices are correspondingly high. However, it is in great
location for a pub walk or a meal and a pint on a sunny
summer’s evening. There were 6 cask ales available when we
visited, as well as Old Rosie cider on tap. This pub serves 2
regular beers; Salopian Oracle and Titanic Plum Porter.
The Sparrowhawk is located between Formby and Southport,
a couple of miles from Formby Beach and Ainsdale train
station.
The Wirral branch POTY - Lazy Landlord Ale House
56 Mill Lane, Liscard, WALLASEY, CH44 5UG
For opening times check WhatPub or call 07583 135616.
The Lazy Landlord is a popular micropub located in former
shop premises close to Victoria Central Hospital on Mill Lane,
in the Liscard area of Wallasey. The pub was awarded Wirral
Branch Pub of the Year in 2017, 2018 and 2019. It serves one
regular beer (Oakham Citra), 4 changing beers and a
selection of real ciders. On our recent visit we noted that the
pub had a nice atmosphere, was popular with locals, and had
reasonable beer prices (around £2.80 a pint). It is a very
snug, cosy pub decorated with interesting local art works
and breweriana. A small library is also available to
customers. The 410 bus from Birkenhead takes around 20
minutes to reach Mill Lane.
Acknowledgements: Photos and additional information used in this article was taken from the
WhatPub website: https://whatpub.com/.

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.
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Next Committee Meeting
The next Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th July (note the day change) at Gerard Arms
at 8pm.
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote.

Next Branch Meeting
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 24th July at The Cowley Vaults at 8pm.
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer: It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or
cider/perry)
 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety
 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV
 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life
If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at
http://www.camra.org.uk
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it!

Town Centre &
Surrounding Area

















The Abbey
Connoisseur Brewery
& Tasting Rooms – C
The Cowley Vaults C
Cricketers Arms - C
Eccleston Arms
The George
Gerard Arms
Glass House – C
The Lamb
Market Tavern
The News Room
The Phoenix
Running Horses
The Sefton
Talbot Alehouse - C
Turks Head - C

Carr Mill





The Carr Mill
Haresfinch Sports &
Social Club (By
request only)
Waterside

Clock Face / Sutton


Boar’s Head








Bull and Dog
Glass Horse
Micklehead Green
Mill House
Vulcan
Wheatsheaf

Haydock



Lymewood
Owls Nest

Prescot









The Bard
The Clock Face
Dean’s House
Old Mill
Prescot Cables
Football Club
Royal Oak - C
Sun Inn
Watchmaker - C

Rainford & Crank









Bottle and Glass
The Colliers Arms
The Derby Arms
Eagle and Child
Game Bird
The Junction – C
The Red Cat
The Star

Rainhill










Black Horse
Coach and Horses
Commercial
Manor Farm
Rainhill Recreation
Club
Rocket
Ship
Skew Bridge – C
Victoria

Eccleston / Eccleston
Park






Grapes Hotel
The Griffin
Seven Stars
Stanley Arms
The Wellington

Thatto Heath /
Nutgrove




Brown Edge
The Elephant
The York

Whiston


Beer EnGin - C

C = Pubs serving Real Cider and or Perry
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