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CAMRA News
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of
What’s Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ .

Branch News
Note from the editor
For all those looking to attend the Committee meeting at The Junction in Rainford, followed by a
visit to some of the other pubs Rainford has to offer, you can get there via the 38 and 38A bus
service. Either from the main bus station in the town centre or your nearest stop. For more details
visit the Merseytravel website https://www.merseytravel.gov.uk.
Awards ceremony at Cricketers Arms – 20th July
The awards were presented by Gillian and Sandy respectively for branch level Real Ale and Real
Cider POTY. The regional awards (Merseyside) were also due to be presented, but due to a
scheduling conflict, will now be presented on Saturday 3rd August at 3pm.

Branch Bowls Tournament
It seems we have an invite to the Merseyside CAMRA inter-branch crown green bowls tournament.
St. Helens as a branch won this competition once, but sadly have not been able to repeat the success
of the inaugural year. It will take place from 2.30pm on Saturday 17th August at the Northern Club in
Crosby. We are looking for members to represent our branch and play for the glittering trophy, won
last time round by Southport & West Lancashire branch.
No experience necessary and some help may be available for the inexperienced on the day from
Northern Club members.
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Bowls and jacks will be available on the day, but if you have your own please feel free to bring them
along. It would also be a good idea to bring some flat soled shoes as we don’t want to damage the
greens in any way. The size of teams and game format will be decided on the day.
Prior to the bowling competition there will be a presentation to the Northern Club for winning the
Merseyside CAMRA Club of The Year award. If you’re representing our branch, please feel free to
pat them on the back when you arrive.
Getting there could be a bit tricky, so here’s the information we’ve been provided with:
Stagecoach X2 (Southport-Liverpool) and Arriva 47 (Southport - Liverpool) stop close by on Moor
Lane, Crosby. Arriva 53 and 54 stop in Crosby centre, around 10 minutes walk away.
Northern Club WhatPub entry: https://whatpub.com/pubs/MER/419/northern-club-liverpool
Venue details:
The Northern Club,
Moor Park,
Elm Avenue,
Crosby,
Near Liverpool, L23 2SX.
For further information/questions/ enquiries about the event, contact:
Tony Morgan publicaffairs@liverpoolcamra.org.uk

Pub & Brewery News
Pubs Officer News

There have been some great reasons to visit the pub this summer with
national sporting events and some locally organised events in our pubs. You
can read about some of them in this issue. If you run or work in a pub let us
know what you’ve got going on as soon as you can and we’ll help promote
it. Here are some of the events going on over the next month.

2 -3
August

Sticky Wicket Bar (Ruskin
Drive)

Ruskin Beer Festival 2019

2 August

The Sefton

School Weekend

10 August The Gerard Arms

The Gerard Music Festival (ticket only)

From 22
August

Siren tap takeover and 3rd birthday celebrations

Beer EnGin Micropub
(Whiston)

30 August St Helens CAMRA
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When you are out and about enjoying a pint in one of the pubs in our area why not have your say
and score your beer. We have some real ale pubs in our area that don’t have many beer scores.
Scoring your beer helps us to get a true picture of our real ale pubs. It’s easy to do and helps in
deciding which pubs get nominated for Pub of the Year and make it into the Good Beer Guide. It also
helps us find out where is serving good real ale or needs our support. You can even check back on all
the scores you’ve previously submitted to see how things change.
To score your beer just visit WhatPub or download the Good Beer Guide App to your smartphone. If
you notice pub details are incorrect you can also let us know through WhatPub.
If you can’t submit scores online for some reason or know a member who would like to score but
has no access to the website or Apps we can submit the scores for you – just get in touch to find out
how. If you want to know more about beer scoring or anything else related to CAMRA drop us a
message or come along to one of our events.
Cheers
Ian
St Helens CAMRA Pubs Officer

If anyone would like to include any Pub & Brewery news in the newsletter please send it to us via
email pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk.

Forthcoming Events

Connoisseur Ales, not been anywhere, not going
anywhere, still in the same place. 1st Saturday of every
month. Next stop 3rd August.
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Articles
Prescot Pub Walk - 29 June
During the summer, we like to plan socials on a Friday night for CAMRA members to get to know
each other better and have a few drinks at local pubs in and around our district, which began with a
trip to Prescot.
First stop was The Sun Inn. This place offered a decent pint of Ghost Ship and also had Tetley’s Bitter
on cask. They do have two other real ale pumps at their disposal but they were both off on this visit.
Nevertheless, everyone had a decent pint and a good chat.
From there it was a short walk to The Old Mill - tucked away down Mill Street. This is a Hydes
brewery pub which boasts at having 3 hand pulls, however on this visit there was no real ale
available on the bar at all. This was somewhat disappointing given that it was a sunny Friday evening
at the start of summer, yet they didn’t have any of their own beer on the pumps and no explanation
as to why. Needless to say, there were no libations consumed here on this occasion.
Oh well, onwards for a short walk to The Bard. Plenty on the board here when we got there, both
cask ales and real cider. However, we got there just as two of their ales were going off. The Melwood
Stout was popular, but by the time we got there, there was only one pint left in the lines when the
order went in, so it was a toss-up as to who got the pint they wanted. Only criticism here would be
that given a couple of the pumps were coming to the end of the barrel, there was a reasonable sized
head on each (so not served a full pint, but still charged for a full pint.) Credit to the patrons here,
after it was fed back to them that the experience on this visit was below their usual high standards,
they made assurances that this was a one off. All was not lost here though as everyone was happy
enough to stay for a second pint which is always a positive sign of a good pub.
Once everyone had supped up it was on to the Reform Club. This was by special invite as it’s a
member’s club, but don’t worry, no secret knock was needed – CAMRA members can be signed in.
Here we were treated to a free pint of Liverpool Cascade.
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It was the only cask ale on there, but my word it was a cracking pint. It was a busy night as the
Women’s Football World Cup was on in one room and the Saints game on in another, so most of us
enjoyed the delights of their little sun trap of a beer garden. This is the definite recommendation of
the night. If you get the chance to go here, please do as a warm welcome and a great conditioned
pint awaits CAMRA members.
Last stop for the night was the Watchmakers Arms. This is a lovely little Weatherspoons (for those
who know Prescot of old – the old Kwik Save) and as with most of their pubs, plenty of choice.
Amongst the drinks of choice here were the Jurassic Stout Midnight Blinder and the Coach House
Strawberry Blonde.

Look out in the Pubs Officer news for details of future Friday Night Socials and why not come along
and enjoy a few pints with fellow CAMRA members and sample some of the great beer on offer in
the pubs in our area.
CAMRA Members Evening – Thursday 11 July
This year’s CAMRA members evening was held at The Talbot Alehouse on Duke Street and was open
for members old and new. In previous years,
this was a night mainly for new members to
come together, but this year it was opened
up to anyone who was a CAMRA member in
St Helens and for new members to get a feel
for what we do as a branch and to meet
each other and enjoy some great beer.
People started to come together from about
7.30pm. Some familiar faces and some new
members. The back room was set out
exclusively for the event with nibbles on the
tables, and Shaun had even done a buffet
for us.
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Everyone who attended the event and was a CAMRA member was given a voucher for a free pint of
real ale or cider and given the opportunity to buy tickets for the raffle to try and win some ‘money
can’t buy’ prizes as well as beer vouchers, bottles of beer, a meal for 2 or a t-shirt. However it wasn’t
just the members who took part in the raffle. It was opened up to everyone in the pub that night
(and most people stumped up £1 for a ticket). Once the last call went out for tickets, the raffle was
drawn and it was great to see that some of
the new members were among those who
won.
Once the raffle was over it was time to
tackle the quiz (which Shaun kindly
prepared). There was no quizmaster, just
anagrams, pictures and slogans to work out
in teams or on your own. It wasn’t until
everyone had muddled together and asked
Google for help that we realised the answer
sheet was behind the bar. Let’s just say,
there were no winners or losers, it was just
a bit of fun and everyone seemed to enjoy
the evening.
Thanks must go to Shaun and Gary for hosting us,
providing the buffet and quiz and helping spread the
word about the event. It was great to have new
members sign up on the night – even some who were
just in the pub for a quiet pint asked about how to join.
We look forward to seeing some of you at future
events like the Friday socials or our monthly branch
meetings.

A big thank you to the following establishments for their contribution to the raffle prizes:
 The Cricketers Arms - £50 Beer Emporium Voucher and a day helping the brewer in the new
Howzat Brewery.
 The Turks Head and Cowley Vaults - £30 voucher to be used in either of their pubs
 The Gerard Arms – Meal for 2 with a bottle of wine
 The Beer EnGin - £10 voucher and a t-shirt
 Connoisseur Brewery – A selection of beers and a day helping the brewer

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.
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Next Committee Meeting
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th August at The Junction (Rainford) at
8pm.
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote.

Next Branch Meeting
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 28th August at The News Room at 8pm.
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer: It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or
cider/perry)
 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety
 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV
 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life
If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at
http://www.camra.org.uk
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it!

Town Centre &
Surrounding Area


















The Abbey
Connoisseur
Brewery & Tasting
Rooms – C
The Cowley Vaults C
Cricketers Arms - C
Eccleston Arms
The George
Gerard Arms
Glass House – C
The Lamb
Market Tavern
The News Room
The Phoenix
Running Horses
The Sefton
Talbot Alehouse - C
Turks Head - C

Carr Mill





Clock Face / Sutton







Boar’s Head
Bull and Dog
Glass Horse
Micklehead Green
Vulcan
Wheatsheaf

Haydock



Lymewood
Owls Nest

Prescot









The Bard
The Clock Face
Dean’s House
Old Mill
Prescot Cables
Football Club
Royal Oak - C
Sun Inn
Watchmaker - C

Rainford & Crank








The Carr Mill
Haresfinch Sports &
Social Club (By
request only)
Waterside

Bottle and Glass
The Colliers Arms
The Derby Arms
Eagle and Child
Game Bird
The Junction – C
The Red Cat



The Star

Rainhill










Black Horse
Coach and Horses
Commercial
Manor Farm
Rainhill Recreation
Club
Rocket
Ship
Skew Bridge – C
Victoria

Eccleston / Eccleston
Park






Grapes Hotel
The Griffin
Seven Stars
Stanley Arms
The Wellington

Thatto Heath /
Nutgrove




Brown Edge
The Elephant
The York

Whiston


Beer EnGin - C

C = Pubs serving Real Cider and or Perry
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