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 Visit our website https://www.sthelenscamra.org.uk/ 

 Submit articles newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 Contact the branch contact@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 

/St-Helens-Districts-CAMRA-164286400299734 
 

@StHelensCAMRA 

 

 

Branch News  

Beer Tasting Workshop 

Just a reminder to all those people who are interested in the tasting session at Turks Head on 19th October.  
There are still places available, so make sure you contact our Pubs Officer to book your seat at the table 
and avoid disappointment. 

Cider News 

If you haven’t already figured it out by now, October is the month where we as a branch celebrate cider 
and perry.  And this October will be no different.  This year we’ve gone big, all month long big to be exact.  
From the 1st to the 31st there’ll be a trail to follow.  Get your card stamped in every pub, or use the one 
printed in this newsletter, and you’ll be entered into a draw to win some interesting prizes.  See below for 
more details.  Plus there’s some extra cider events to enjoy throughout the month. 
 

 
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s 
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 
 

Pub & Brewery News 

Pubs Officer News 

As well as the Abbey (see separate article) the last month has seen the reopening of The Millhouse in 
Sutton and The Ship Inn at Blackbrook. The Ship Inn sees the return of real ale and they are starting with 
just one pump to begin with. They are keen to see if they can increase the number of cask ales on offer as 
demand increases so if you’re local call in and support them. I’m sure they’ll also be pleased to accept 
suggestions of which ales you’d like to see. 
We’re always working hard to keep our pubs list and the details on www.whatpub.co.uk up to date but 
your help would be great and be really useful to your CAMRA branch. If you think we’ve got a pub’s details 
wrong, are missing a new pub/bar serving real ale or one has stopped serving real ale let us know. You can 
send the information through to us however is easiest for you – direct via the WhatPub feedback function, 
via pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk, via a Facebook message or by telling us at one of our events. 
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We are organising an ‘ale trail’ with a difference in October to promote real cider and perry.  
October is CAMRA cider month and anyone who loves real cider or is interested in sampling it for the first 
time is welcome to join us to visit some of the best pubs in St Helens on Saturday 5 October to kick off a 
month-long celebration of some of the country’s finest real cider and perry.  We’ll be meeting at the Turks 
Head at 1.30pm to visit some of the pubs on the trail so make sure you join us. We’ll try to keep posting on 
Facebook where we are if you want to join us later in the afternoon. 
To take part in the trail which runs from October 1 to November 2 you need to pick up a card from one of 
the 11 participating pubs or print off the table in this edition of the newsletter. Then when you buy real 
cider or perry during October ask the bar staff to stamp your card. Completed cards can be handed in at 
any of the participating pubs and will be entered into a draw for some exclusive prizes. The trail is open to 
both CAMRA members and non-members so everyone can join in. 
There are a few more events taking place during the month such as a cider tasting night and a second pub 
walk so make sure you put them in your diary! As well as all the usual pub quizzes and entertainment, 
here’s what’s going on in pubs over the next few weeks that we know about: 
 

1 October St Helens CAMRA Cider trail start. Pick up a postcard from one of the 
participating pubs to take part.  

5 October Cider Trail Meet at the Turks Head at 1.30pm for a wander 
round some of the town centre pubs taking part in 
the cider trail. 

10 October Beer (Cider) Club As part of Cider month the Beer EnGin’s beer club  is 
a cider club this month. Tickets are £10 and includes 
all cider tastings and a cheeseboard. Places are 
limited. 

19 October CAMRA Beer tasting 
workshop 

2.00pm at The Turks Head (function room) - St 
Helens CAMRA Beer tasting workshop. Pre-booking 
essential – email: pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk   

23 October Cider tasting night 8.00 pm at the Cricketers Arms – St Helens CAMRA 
organised cider tasting night. All welcome 

25 October Cider Trail Meet at the Skew Bridge Alehouse at 6.30pm for a 
wander round a few of the pubs taking part in the 
trail. 
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If you can’t manage to get hold of one of the cards from the participating pubs on the cider trail, you are 
quite welcome to print this one out and use it instead.  Just make sure it doesn’t get soaked in cider and is 
still readable when handed in at the last pub you visit. 
 
Got some pubs news to share? Email me on pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk  
 
Cheers 
 
Ian 
St Helens CAMRA Pubs Officer 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk


St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter  4 
 

Forthcoming Events 
We’ve had our trip out to Chester (see article below), and might I say what a fantastic trip it was.  The sun 
was shining the beer was flowing and many conversations were had.  The cogs are now whirring for our 
next planned adventure.  Nothing concrete as of this moment, but as soon as we know something we’ll let 
you know.  For events a little closer to now, why not scan through the report from our Pubs Officer and see 
if anything takes your fancy. 

Articles 
 
If you’re planning a trip/short break any time soon, why not make it educational and visit any one of these 
10 pubs.  Just because this list of 10 comes with the Summer of Pub tag doesn’t mean to say you have to 
visit them when the sun is out, or even in summer.  Be a bit more devil may care and visit one or two in the 
middle of winter.  Or any other time for that matter. 
 

 

As part of the Summer of Pub campaign, various CAMRA members have shared their recommendations on 
the best pubs to visit for history buffs.  According to Ben Wilkinson, CAMRA’s National Director, “These 
pubs all demonstrate our nation’s rich cultural heritage in a particularly interesting and unique way”. 
CAMRA’s recommendations include: 
 
Albion Ale House, Conwy 
A Grade II Listed heritage pub with a nationally important historic interior, each room retains original 1920s 
features and several have amazing fireplaces.  
 
Captain Ridley's Shooting Party, Bletchley 
A refurbished Wetherspoon pub that is a stone’s throw away from Bletchley Park, the home of the Code 
Breakers in WWII.  Its unusual name was the "cover story" used by the Government Code & Cypher School 
when checking the old mansion and estate for their possible use. 
 
Crown, Belfast 
A masterpiece in pub architecture.  The six handpumps regularly serve Nicholson’s Pale Ale and a mixture 
of local and national ales.  A must-visit venue for visitors to Belfast. 
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George Inn, Norton St Philip 
A Grade I listed building situated in an idyllic setting with beautiful views across the local village green and 
14th-century church. 
 
Sheep Heid Inn, Edinburgh 
A 14th century pub which has been beautifully restored to retain its intimate past, with dark wood panelling 
to the fore. 
 
Staghunters Inn, Exmoor 
There’s a 14th century medieval chapel in the middle of this pub. 
 
Three Stags Head Inn, Wardlow Mires near Tideswell 
A rural pub which is featured in CAMRA’s National Inventory of unspoilt pub interiors.  
 
Trent Bridge Inn, Nottingham 
Another refurbished Wetherspoon pub that has a number of interconnected, warm wood-panelled rooms 
filled with cosy booths, comfy sofas, an open fireplace and an array of mainly cricket-themed sporting 
memorabilia. 
 
Victoria Inn, Durham 
A warm and welcoming Grade II listed Victorian pub that has remained almost unaltered since it was built 
in 1899.  
 
Yew Tree, Cauldon, Stoke-on-Trent 
Undoubtedly one of the most historically interesting pubs in the UK, packed with antiques and curios of 
every conceivable genre. 
 

The Abbey re-opening 

The Abbey pub on Hard Lane has re-opened following an £800,000 transformation. The pub, which is 
owned by Joseph Holt brewery, closed back in May for a refurb and expansion. It was opened at an official 
VIP launch on Monday 2 Sept and was open to the public a day later.  

 
The changes inside have been extensive, yet they have 
managed to keep the heart of the place right in there - 
maintaining some of the old features such as the 
fireplaces and the old glass door sign now has pride of 
place above the bar.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Other, more noticeable changes include a new bar, new 
furniture and an expanded beer garden, which runs around the 
side and rear of the pub, with outside televisions and artificial 
grass. The front beer garden now has new tables and layout 
and there’s a smoking shelter out at the back. The old 
outbuildings and former stables have gone and the main front 
of the building has been extended (you have to get really close 
to see where new brick meets old)  
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All in all, the pub has maintained an ‘oldy-worldy’ feel 
and is really sympathetically done. It even keeps the 
traditional names for the various areas of the pub - the 
'Abbey' front room, The Chantry room, The Crypt and 
the Windleshaw room near the bar. 

The best way to do it justice is to visit yourself - and 
enjoy a pint of Joseph Holt’s ‘Mayor’ while you’re 
there (at least while it lasts - it’s a special brew only 
available till the end of September). It’s a very 
quaffable cask lager (yes you read that right) and 
deceptively easy drinking at 4.6% ABV. This beer was brewed as part of Holt’s ‘170 Cask Ale Programme’. 
The Abbey has been chosen as a ‘flagship’ pub for Joseph Holt Brewery to be part of the 170 Cask Ale Club. 
Read more about the programme below:   
 
 
So, what is the 170 cask ale programme? 
 
To mark their 170th anniversary, Joseph Holt are releasing six new specially brewed cask ales which 
collectively tell the story and heritage of the Manchester brewery from the origins in 1849 all the way 
through to the present day.  
 
The six new brews making up the ‘170 Cask Ale Programme’ have been created to celebrate the six 
generations of family who’ve led Joseph Holt since the beginning. 
 
Not all pubs are part of the programme, but in the pubs serving the ales, customers will be able to get more 
information about the fascinating story behind each beer by scanning a bar code that appears on each of 
the specially brewed ale pump clips, posters and beer mats.   
 
Each of the six celebration ales will be codenamed G1 to G6 to mark the six generations of the family and 
will be rolled out over the coming year, with the first beer available back in June. Each cask ale will only be 
available for two months before the story moves on to the next generation. 
 
The names of the brews themselves will reflect the different stages in time when each generation was at 
the brewery helm. Join us on this historic real ale journey and discover the story behind each new ale as 
they come out. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter  7 
 

CAMRA ale trail to Chester 

By Philip Firth 
 
On Saturday September 21st 2019 the branch ventured out on an ale trail through the streets, medieval 
rows and Roman walls of the city of Chester (or Deva Victrix as it was known in Emperor Vespasian's time). 
We all gathered together in the Crown Hotel in Lime Street, Liverpool, between 11 and 11:30am before 
setting out for Chester by train. Seventeen joined us for this trip, which was a great turn out!!! 
Mersey Travel operates a service to Chester every 15 minutes during peak hours and half hourly in the 
evenings and Sundays. An off peak day pass covering all local trains and buses costs only £5.40. 
  

 
Meeting up at 11am in the Crown on  Lime Street 

 

 
Sadler’s Peaky Blinder Black IPA, a popular choice 

 
Old Harkers Arms (1 Russell Street, Chester, CH3 5AL) 
 
The Harkers is only a couple of minutes walk from the train station so it made a perfect first stop on the ale 
trail. The pub is located in a converted former Victorian warehouse in a beautiful setting by the canal. The 
pub serves 6 changing beers, 3 of which are regular Cheshire brewed ales; Phoenix Brunning & Price 
Original Bitter, Weetwood Cheshire Cat, and Weetwood Eastgate. 
  

 
Our first watering hole in Chester, the Old Harkers Arms 

 

 
Six changing real ales including Weetwood Cheshire Cat 

 
The Cellar (19-21, City Rd, Chester CH1 3AE) 

 
Next up was The cellar, a lively sports bar / music venue just a stone’s throw away from Harkers. It offers an 
excellent selection of cask ales, with prices ranging from £3.90 to £5. The pub offers a CAMRA discount 
most days, but unfortunately not on Saturdays. Changing beers typically include Timothy Taylor Landlord 
and one or two choices from the Hawkshead brewery. 
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The Cellar (photo from WhatPub) 

 

 
An interesting pint of Northern Monk, unfined and hoppy 

   
The Cornerhouse (4-8 City Rd, Chester CH1 3AE) 
 
Across the road from The Cellar is The Cornerhouse (run by the same management team). The Cornerhouse 
is located in a mock-tudor building and, like the Cellar, is a popular live music venue. The pub serves 2 
regular beers, Salopian Oracle and Timothy Taylor Landlord, plus 2 changing cask ales, including Salopian 
Beatific stout when we visited. Outside the pub we bumped into a great bunch of fellow beer drinkers from 
the Rochdale CAMRA branch who were also doing a Chester ale trail. 
 

 
The Cornerhouse 
 

 

 
Choice of beers included Salopian Beatific stout 

The Albion (Park Street, Chester CH1 1RN) 
 
The Albion is a wonderful oldie worldly First World War themed pub that you can reach via a very scenic 
walk south along the city’s perimeter wall from the Eastgate Clock. 
  

 
Eastgate Clock 

 

 
Chester Roman Gardens from the City Walls 
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The Albion serves 2 changing beers and when we visited they had Marston’s Saddle Tank and Ringwood’s 
Boon Doggle on tap. The pub is a very popular for food. Unfortunately, they had stopped serving by the 
time we arrived at 2:30pm, and bringing back memories of drinking in the 70s, the pub shut at 3pm to give 
the staff a break before opening again at 5pm for the evening session. 
 

 
The Albion 

 

 
Cask ales at the Albion 

 
Ye Olde Boot Inn (9 Eastgate St, North, Chester CH1 1LQ) 
 
Some people took advantage of the visit to do a bit of shopping and sightseeing. However, the group all 
came together again in the Ye Olde Boot Inn at 3:30pm. 
The Boot is a city centre pub dating back to 1643. The pub has bags of character and many of its features 
are original, including the wooden beams, fireplace and exposures of the original ‘wattle & daub'.  
Being a Samuel Smith pub, The Boot serves one regular cask ale, Old Brewery Bitter. However, at £2 a pint 
not many people were complaining, especially as the average beer price in the tourist parts of the city 
seems to be around £3.80. 
 

 
The old world charm of The Boot 

 

 
Steps up to the Rows and the entrance to The Boot 

 
The Falcon (Lower Bridge Street, Chester, CH1 1RS) 
 
The Falcon is based in what remains of a half-timbered twelfth century mediaeval town house. Like The 
Boot, it is a Sam Smith’s pub selling Old Brewery Bitter at £2 a pint. We were all rather amused by the pub’s 
rigorously enforced non-21st century friendly rules – no mobile phones, no tablets and no taking 
photographs. I admit to committing a misdemeanour with respect to the latter, but I managed to evade 
detection. Others were less lucky and received polite but firm slaps on the wrist for looking at their phones. 
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The Falcon has some rather non-21
st

 century friendly 
rules that were energetically enforced by the staff! 

 

 
 
The Falcon had a lovely interior with original wooden beams and interesting art works. Thanks to the 
technology ban it also had a nice atmosphere, very much conducive to the old fashioned activity of having a 
good chat with your pint without any noisy distractions. 
 

 
Enjoying a pint of Old Brewery Bitter at The Falcon  

 

 

 
The Brewery Tap (52-54 Lower Bridge St, Chester CH1 1RU) 
 
The Brewery Tap is a Grade II listed former Jacobean banqueting hall with high ceilings, colourful tapestries 
and an enormous, beautifully carved stone fireplace. Legend has it that Charles I overnighted here in 1645. 
This pub serves 5 changing cask ales and 2 regular beers from their own brewery, Spitting Feathers; Special 
Ale and Thirstquencher. 
 

 
The entrance to The Brewery Tap  on Lower Bridge Street 

 

 
The beautiful interior of The Brewery Tap   
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After our pint in the Brewery Tap we decided it was time start the LONG journey home. We walked back to 
the train station and then decided there was time after all for one more in the Town Crier. And why not? 
 
Town Crier (City Rd, Chester CH1 3AE) 
 
The Town Crier is a large pub with a great beer garden opposite the main railway station. This pub serves 1 
regular beer, Black Sheep Ale, and 1 or 2 changing beers. When we visited they had a nice beer called Town 
Crier Ale, brewed specially for them by the Knutsford based Mobberley Brewhouse. 
 

 
One last pint in the Town Crier  

 

 
A nice pint of Town Crier Ale 

 
All in all, everybody seemed to have a 
great time on our day out in Chester. 
The weather was warm and sunny, we 
visited lots of great pubs, and we drank 
some excellent beer, many of which 
were brewed in Cheshire.  
Unfortunately, there were many more 
pubs that we were unable to get to, 
such as intriguingly named “The Cavern 
of the Curious Gnome”, because we ran 
out of time and beer drinking capacity. 
All good things come to an end, so we 
eventually dragged ourselves over the 
road to the station and caught the train 
back to Liverpool.  
Amazingly, the serious beer drinkers 
amongst us, Dave, Gill and Chris, got off 
the train at Hamilton Square for yet 
another pint in the Gallaghers Pub! 
 
Come and join us again for our next 
social, a Cider Trail round St Helens on 
Saturday October 5th. 

 

 
 

 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via email 
newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
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Next Committee Meeting 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th October at Park Bar & Kitchen (formerly 
Sherdley Park Golf Club) at 8pm. 
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members are 
welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 23rd October at Cricketers Arms at 8pm. 

Please note this meeting will be more of a social gathering, helping to celebrate Cider month with a cider 
tasting session.  Any branch business needing to be discussed will be conducted from 7:30pm onwards. 

Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting is to 
discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival news. These 
meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour and a half). Our 
CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food Hygiene, 
Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at http://www.camra.org.uk 
 

 
 
 

  

http://www.camra.org.uk/


St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter  13 
 

Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest 
copy of the Good Beer Guide. 
  

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 The Abbey 

 Connoisseur Brewery 

& Tasting Rooms – C 

 The Cowley Vaults - C 

 Cricketers Arms - C 

 Eccleston Arms 

 The George 

 Gerard Arms 

 Glass House – C 

 The Lamb 

 Market Tavern 

 The News Room 

 The Phoenix 

 Running Horses 

 The Sefton 

 Talbot Alehouse - C 

 Turks Head - C 

Carr Mill 
 The Carr Mill 

 Haresfinch Sports & 

Social Club (By 

request only) 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Boar’s Head 

 Bull and Dog 

 Glass Horse 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Wheatsheaf 

Haydock 
 Lymewood 

 Owls Nest 

Prescot 
 The Bard 

 The Clock Face 

 Dean’s House 

 Old Mill 

 Prescot Cables 

Football Club 

 Royal Oak - C 

 Sun Inn 

 Watchmaker - C 

Rainford & Crank 
 Bottle and Glass 

 The Colliers Arms 

 The Derby Arms 

 Eagle and Child 

 Game Bird 

 The Junction – C 

 The Red Cat 

 The Star 

Rainhill 
 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Commercial 

 Manor Farm 

 Rainhill Recreation 

Club 

 Rocket 

 Ship 

 Skew Bridge – C 

 Victoria 

Eccleston / Eccleston 

Park 
 Grapes Hotel 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Stanley Arms 

 The Wellington 

Thatto Heath / 

Nutgrove 
 Brown Edge 

 The Elephant 

 The York 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin - C 

 

C = Pubs serving Real Cider and or Perry 

https://whatpub.com/

