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 Visit our website https://www.sthelenscamra.org.uk/ 

 Submit articles newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 Contact the branch contact@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 

/St-Helens-Districts-CAMRA-164286400299734 
 

@StHelensCAMRA 

 

 

Branch News  

Note from the editor 

Beer scoring is always important, even more so this time of year.  Make sure you submit all your beer 
scores before the end of the year to give your local the best chance of being shortlisted for our branch 
POTY.  If you are still unsure how to score your beers, a handy How-to guide will be printed in next 
month’s newsletter.  Or if you prefer you can follow this link to the CAMRA website 
https://www.camra.org.uk/beer/learn-more/national-beer-scoring-system/ 
 

Cider Trail 

For those of you still involved in our Cider Trail, you’ll be pleased to know we won’t be collecting the 
cards until after the 2nd November.  This is to give people another chance to visit Connoisseur Brewery 
and any other pubs that might not have been visited.  Incomplete cards can still be handed in at the 
last pub you are able to visit, but may not be entered into the prize draw.  
 
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s 
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 
 

Pub & Brewery News 
 
The 31 October to 3 November is The Cricketers Arms autumn beer and cider festival, the Boundary 
Bar is getting a makeover which will consist of new flooring, new cushions for the seating, bookshelves 
and all the walls decorated. A Wi-Fi signal booster and USB ports for phone charging are also being 
installed. The main bar will be showcasing all local ales and the launch of Howzat Brewery. The 
Boundary Bar will consist of award-winning ales.  
The Royal Alfred in the George Street Quarter of St Helens town centre is now under new ownership. 
There are some exciting plans to turn this pub back into an important part of the town centre.  These 
include opening at 8am for breakfast and lunches, 5 hand pulls, 3 craft beer lines as well as bottled 
Belgian and continental beers. More news on the plans will follow but it’s hoped we’ll be able to enjoy 
a pint in there for Christmas. 
For those of you that came to our Beer Tasting workshop or if you went to the Turks Head’s Halloween 
rock party, you will have seen the new Tower Lounge in use. It’s a fantastic new facility and I’m sure 
we’ll see it put to some great uses. If you’ve not yet seen it make sure you call in when it’s open to 
have a look.    
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We’re always working hard to keep our pubs list and the details on www.whatpub.co.uk up-to-date 
but your help would be great and be really useful to your CAMRA branch. If you think we’ve got a pubs 
details wrong, are missing a new pub/bar serving real ale or one has stopped serving real ale let us 
know. You can send the information through to us however is easiest for you – direct via the WhatPub 
feedback function, via pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk, via a Facebook message or by telling us at 
one of our events. 
 
As well as all the usual pub quizzes and entertainment, here’s what’s going on in pubs over the next 
few weeks that we know about: 
 

31 October – 3 
November 

Beer and Cider festival 
including Howzat 
Brewery launch 

Launch of the Howzat Brewery and autumn beer and 
cider festival at The Cricketers Arms  

2 – 3 
November 

Cider Trail Last weekend to get your cards stamped and hand 
them in. Even if you’ve not managed to get all the 
stamps hand your card in at a participating pub to 
have a chance at a prize. 

7 – 9 
November 

Rainhill Rotary Club Beer 
Festival 

With 110 Real ales, cider, lager and prosecco bars it’s 
a beer festival not to be missed in our branch area.  

15 November Top Rope Wrestle-Ale-
Mania IV Tour at The 
Bard 

Top Rope vs The Bard Micropub, a contest for the 
ages! Who wins? You'll need to come down to find 
out! 

Featuring a special tag team beer in partnership with 
the powerhouse that is The Melwood Beer Company, 
Top Rope will be taking over the cask and keg lines 
with a stacked card of beers! 

28 November Branch meeting and get 
together 

8.00pm at Connoisseur Brewery. All welcome. A 
short meeting and then a chance to chat and 
socialise. 

 
Got some pubs news to share? Email me on pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk  
 
Cheers 
 
Ian 
St Helens CAMRA Pubs Officer 
 

 
  

http://www.whatpub.co.uk/
mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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Forthcoming Events 

Cricketers Arms Autumn Beer & Cider Festival 

31st October – 3rd November 
The Howzat Brewery will also be launching some of its beers, which will 
be served in the main bar along with other local beers.  The Boundary Bar 
will be serving beers from further afield (see picture).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rainhill Rotary Club Beer Festival 

7th 8th & 9th November 
Thursday 7pm – 11pm £6 entry 
Friday 7pm – 11pm £7 entry 
Saturday 1pm – 11pm £7 entry 
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Articles 

Haunted pubs may (or may not) want to visit on Halloween  

From ghostly tales of headless coachmen to spectral 
figures and cursed paintings, the following pubs are sure 
to intrigue even the staunchest non-believer. They are 
also featured in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide 2020. 
Recommendations include: 

Ye Hole in Ye Wall 

4 Hackins Hey, Liverpool L2 2AW. This is one of 
Liverpool’s oldest public houses dating back to 1726. It is 
built on an old Quaker burial site and boasts at least two 
spooks – a cowled ghost, often mistaken for one of the regulars, and that of an 18th century Spanish 
sailor, supposedly stabbed in the pub for not taking the King’s shilling. 

Three Daws (Kent) 

Town Pier, Gravesend DA11 0BJ. Dating back to 1488, the Three Daws gained its licence in 1565. 
Situated by the River Thames, it was once a haven for smugglers who used the network of secret 
passages and tunnels behind the bar area. There are many tales of strange occurrences in this old, 
rambling building. 

Molesworth Arms Hotel 

38 Molesworth St, Wadebridge PL27 7DP. At midnight on New Year’s Eve a coach is said to be driven 
into the courtyard by a headless coachman. 

Nag’s Head 

22 Wyle Cop, Shrewsbury, SY1 1XB. This Grade II-listed, timber-framed building is situated on the 
historic Wyle Cop. Featured in the Shrewsbury Ghost Trail, it houses a creepy and supposedly cursed 
painting on the back of a cupboard door in one of its storerooms. 

Prince of Wales 

Kenfig, Bridgend, Glamorgan, CF33 4PR. On the outskirts of the small Welsh village of Kenfig, the inn 
dates back to the 15th century and is thought to be one of the most haunted pubs in Wales with 
phantom music, ghostly footsteps and even a spectre that smells like rotten fish! 

Old George 

Old George Yard, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1EZ. This historic pub in the heart of Newcastle was 
apparently frequented by King Charles I. A former coaching inn, it retains the original wooden beams 
and low ceilings. A number of eerie encounters have been reported over the years including a figure in 
a chair, ghostly orbs, whispering and footsteps in empty rooms and alarms being tripped with no 
explanation. 

Viaduct Tavern 

126 Newgate Street, Smithfield, London, EC1A 7AA. In the heart of London, near St Pauls and just 
across the road from the Old Bailey, this Victorian pub is built on the cells of an old remand prison, 
which took the overflow from Newgate Prison across the road. Most of its paranormal activity takes 
place in the cellars, with staff being locked in, weird noises and objects thrown around. 
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Ma Cameron’s 

6-8 Little Belmont Street, AB10 1JG. Known simply as Ma’s, this is one of Aberdeen’s oldest pubs and 
as is usual with buildings steeped in history, it claims to be haunted. Poltergeist activity reportedly 
occurs as well as ghostly voices, footsteps and knocking. Known as Bill, Ma’s ghost is certainly an 
active one and has even turned on a beer tap before! 

Brewery Shades 

85 High Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 1BA. One of the oldest buildings in Crawley High Street, 
this pub offers a huge range of ales and ciders as well as two active ghosts. The haunted upstairs room 
is even available for meetings – if you’re brave enough. 

Devil’s Stone Inn 

Shebbear, Devon, EX21 5RU. Taking its name from an ancient local tradition whereby villagers turn 
over the nearby Devil’s Stone to ward off evil spirits, this 17th-century former farmhouse is said to be 
one of the most haunted pubs in Britain. 
 
The full descriptions and images are available to view at https://www.camra.org.uk/pubs/learn-
more/love-pubs-join-camra/haunted-locals/ 
 
 

The News Room Anniversary 

 

 

 

 
October marks the 5th anniversary of the opening of the revamped News Room.  
When Jim Toohey first took over the bar on Duke Street, his main objective was to create a bar that 
would be appealing to an older clientele and, in his own words, be “somewhere that you can take your 
Mrs”. The previous owner, Jeanette, had already instilled The News Room principles and had gained a 
great reputation for quality beer, speciality Gins, great music and a safe environment. We therefore 
‘had a great base to start with’ and all we had to do was keep what we had and enhance positively 
where we thought we could.  
Jim goes on to say “it was always our intention to refurbish the bar at some point, and after seven 
great years it was time to ‘enhance’ what we already had, keep the tradition and the culture of what 
Jeanette had set up but come up with something that would take us well into another seven great 
years. We decided to close the bar for a week and a bit, brought in the expertise of TJM projects, a 
local company with a great reputation, and basically replaced everything that moved”.  
 

https://www.camra.org.uk/pubs/learn-more/love-pubs-join-camra/haunted-locals/
https://www.camra.org.uk/pubs/learn-more/love-pubs-join-camra/haunted-locals/
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Work in hand with the refurbishment… 
 

… and the result!!! 
 

 
The result was a new bar, new floor, new lights, new furniture and new (and different) decor. The 
newspaper wallpaper unfortunately had to go, however is still fondly remembered by the locals in the 
bar.  
Gin was on the up so we increased the range and introduced more offerings of fruit to compliment the 
increasing amounts of flavoured gins.  
The real ale was already good and we had to ensure there was no drop in standards. The brewer of 
choice has always been Salopian who have been our regular partners throughout our tenure. Lemon 
Dream the most popular brew. Rock the Boat brewery from Crosby is also a regular on the pumps, 
their Liverpool based brews complimenting the Salopian beers.  
The bar had been shortlisted for the St. Helens CAMRA Pub Of The Year and we are proud to say that 
over our time at the bar we have maintained our place in the Good Beer Guide. 
So the next part of the News Room history begins, Melissa will now head the team that will take it to 
its next level - however the culture still remains! 
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October Cider Trail 

October saw a month long worth of cider related activities from our branch – and it all kicked off with 
a trail across some of the best cider pubs our borough has to offer. Eleven pubs across St Helens, 
Rainford, Whiston, Rainhill and Prescot took part in the cider trail and there were special postcards for 
drinkers to pick up at any of the participating pubs. The idea being that anyone buying a half or a pint 
of real cider throughout October received a stamp in each of the pubs they visited. Once the card was 
fully stamped, they could be handed in at the bar and entered into a prize draw.  

 
On Saturday 5 October a group of cider drinkers met in the 
Turks Head for the start of the trail which took in the town 
centre pubs taking part. As usual, the Turks had a great 
selection of real ciders – the most interesting one on the day 
being the Neapolitan, which tasted just like melted ice cream. It 
took a while for everyone to convene so some had time for a 
cheeky second cider here before moving on to the Cowley 
Vaults, just a hop, skip and a jump next door. There were two 
ciders on offer here, Black Dragon and Rosie’s Pig strawberry. It 
turns out, no-one was brave enough to go for the Welsh 
offering at 7.2% given we were only on the second of six pubs 
of the afternoon. So, a consensus of Rosie’s Pig it was.  
 
Next stop was the Talbot Alehouse where there were there 
were 4 ciders on 
offer – and even 

stronger than Black Dragon in the previous pub, The Talbot 
went one better with an offering of the 8.2% Gladiator. I 
have to say, a couple of halves of this were consumed 
within the group so obviously feeling braver this time 
around.  

 
On to the 
Cricketers 
Arms, Cider 
Pub of the 
Year, where, as you would expect, a great selection of 
cider on offer here. From sweet and fruity ciders like 
Lilly’s Lemon and Lime to the more traditional 
Farmhouse Scrumpy - there was something for 
everyone.  

 
As the evening progressed so did the wander 
across the town and next and penultimate stop 
was the Glass House. Sadly, upon arrival there 
were no ciders being served, which was met 
with obvious disappointment from the group 
turning up to enjoy real cider. However, after a 
few minor grumbles and a word with the 
manager their offering of Moonshine appeared 
on the pump and all was well, and cider 
enjoyed.  
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Last stop on the trail was Connoisseur Brewery and Tasting Rooms where the group were joined by a 
few stragglers to finish off the night. Rosie’s Wicked Wasp seemed to be the cider of choice here by 
many and it was the last stop for those on the trail to get their card stamped (and go some way to 
getting a full house!) Overall, a great day had by all. It was a chance for everyone to meet, make 
friends and enjoy some really great ciders.  
Not all the pubs taking part were covered on the inaugural trail though – so further visits to the 
outlying pubs were planned throughout the rest of the month. On the 18th there was a visit to The 
Junction in Rainford who pulled out all the stops for cider month offering seven ciders in all. Autumn 
Magic and Happy Daze being the drink of choice by most. Great night had by all here as it was also 
open mic night so got to sample some really good local musical talent too.  
But the enjoyment didn’t stop there! 

 
The following Friday, the 25th, there was the final 
few visits to cover off the participating pubs 
furthest afield in Rainhill, Whiston and Prescot. A 
group met at the Skewbridge Alehouse at 6.30pm 
to get the final few stamps on their card and see 
what the pubs on the final leg of the trail had to 
offer. The Skewbridge had a selection of cider and 
even a Norfolk perry which seemed to go down 
well.  
 

The next port of call was the Beer EnGin in Whiston, 
which meant a one stop hop on the train from 
Rainhill station to enjoy one of four ciders here. The 
favourites seemed to be the Sloe Gin cider and the 
Apple and Ginger. I’m sure there would have been a 
sampling of most on the board, but alas, time was 
ticking so it was on to The Bard in Prescot (thanks to 
friendly local taxi). The only real cider offering in The 
Bard was Snail’s Bank Fruit Bat, but nevertheless a 
great choice which was widely enjoyed.  
 
Last and final stop on the whole cider trail was The 
Watchmaker. There were two ciders on offer here and Rosie’s Pig seemed to be the favourite. 
Everyone who joined the organised trips had a great time and many more spread out their visits at 
their leisure to make sure they popped in to all the pubs taking part and got their card completed with 
a stamp from each one. Hopefully, by the end of October, beginning of November, all completed cards 
will have been handed in at any of the participating pubs where they will be entered into a draw for 
some exclusive prizes.  
 

 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via 
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
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Next Committee Meeting 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th November at Rainford Labour Club at 
8pm. 
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members are 
welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real 
ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
The next Branch meeting will be held on Thursday 28th November at Connoisseur Brewery & Tasting 
Rooms at 8pm.  Please note the change of day 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting is 
to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival news. 
These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour and a 
half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food Hygiene, 
Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at 
http://www.camra.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your 
nearest copy of the Good Beer Guide. 
  

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 The Abbey 

 Connoisseur Brewery 

& Tasting Rooms – C 

 The Cowley Vaults - C 

 Cricketers Arms - C 

 Eccleston Arms 

 The George 

 Gerard Arms 

 Glass House – C 

 The Lamb 

 Market Tavern 

 The News Room 

 The Phoenix 

 Running Horses 

 The Sefton 

 Talbot Alehouse - C 

 Turks Head - C 

Carr Mill 
 The Carr Mill 

 Haresfinch Sports & 

Social Club (By 

request only) 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Boar’s Head 

 Bull and Dog 

 Glass Horse 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Wheatsheaf 

Haydock 
 Lymewood 

 Owls Nest 

Prescot 
 The Bard - C 

 The Clock Face 

 Dean’s House 

 Old Mill 

 Prescot Cables 

Football Club 

 Royal Oak - C 

 Sun Inn 

 Watchmaker - C 

Rainford & Crank 
 Bottle and Glass 

 The Colliers Arms 

 The Derby Arms 

 Eagle and Child 

 Game Bird 

 The Junction – C 

 The Red Cat 

 The Star 

Rainhill 
 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Commercial 

 Manor Farm 

 Rainhill Recreation 

Club 

 Rocket 

 Ship 

 Skew Bridge – C 

 Victoria 

Eccleston / Eccleston 

Park 
 Grapes Hotel 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Stanley Arms 

 The Wellington 

Thatto Heath / 

Nutgrove 
 Brown Edge 

 The Elephant 

 The York 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin - C 

 

C = Pubs serving Real Cider and or Perry 

https://whatpub.com/

