
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter  1 
 

 Visit our website https://www.sthelenscamra.org.uk/ 

 Submit articles newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 Contact the branch contact@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 

/CAMRAStHelens 
 

@StHelensCAMRA 

 

 

Branch News  
We’ll be putting the newsletter team to sleep over the Christmas period, so this will be our last newsletter 
of 2019.  Don’t worry we’ll wake them up again in January as the newsletter itself will be going through a 
few subtle changes.  Our social media outlets will still be active over the Christmas and New Year period, so 
you’ll still be able to find out what’s going on in the branch area. 
One last thing, make sure all your beer scores are in by early January at the very latest.  Your beer scores 
are vital at this time of year as they go a long way into helping us choose our shortlist for the branch POTY. 
If you’re still unsure about beer scoring, what to do and how to go about it, there’s a helpful guide in the 
Articles section to make things a little clearer. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s 
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 
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Pub & Brewery News 

Under New Management 

The Lamb is under new management and is once again serving real ale. It re-opened its doors last month 
and new landlord, Terry Barker, is keen to restore it to its former glory. Terry is excited to be taking on this 
venture and really hopes The Lamb can be a great pub again. 
There will be a rotation of 3 cask ales and 3 ciders which will be getting changed regularly and Terry hopes 
he can increase the number of cask pumps in the pub once it’s back on an even keel. 
 

A CAMRA discount will soon be on 
offer for members on their real ales 
and ciders and they offer thirds of a 
pint on the cask ale and cider range – 
so if you’re not sure which one you 
want, why not try a flight?! They’ll also 
be doing a Monday and Tuesday club 
for cask ales with a flat rate of £2 a 
pint. 

 
 Food will also be available in the next couple of weeks – they are just finalising the menu and looking at a 
date to go live. There will also be regular live music as well as karaoke nights, DJ’s and sporting events 
shown on the TV. 
The Lamb is open Sunday to Thursday 11am to 11pm and Friday and Saturday 11am to midnight. Why not 
pop in, have a pint and give them your support to make it a great pub once again. 

Pubs Officer News 

The last month has seen 2 town centre pubs re-open and start serving real ale again. The Royal Alfred and 
The Lamb both reopened on the 22 November which is great news.  
The Royal Alfred has reopened with 5 hand pulls available and the plans for further phases of development 
sound exciting. These include increasing the size of the bar to allow for Belgian and international beers, 
food available from breakfast time, meeting rooms and refurbishing the bedrooms to offer bed and 
breakfast. We’ll hopefully have a full write up in the next issue of the newsletter so watch out for that. 
There’s a separate piece on the Lamb so I’ll let you read the latest information in that.  
There’s lots going on in the pubs in our area over the Christmas period and into the New Year. Here is a 
selection of what we know about. Make sure you let us know of any events you’d like including here by 
emailing pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk 
 

 7 December St Helens CAMRA 
Christmas Social 

Meet 11am at The Crown next to Liverpool Lime 
Street Station. We’ll then be going to West Kirby to 
explore the pubs there and maybe a few on the way 
back.  

7 December Winter Wonderland Winter Wonderland festival at The Gerard Arms. 
Tickets need to be purchased for this event. 

26 – 29 
December 

Winter Beer Festival Cricketers Arms Winter beer and cider festival 

From Mid -
January 

Pub of the Year scoring In mid-January the shortlisted pubs for the St Helens 
CAMRA Pub of the Year will be announced. It’s then 
over to you as St Helens CAMRA members to go out 
and score the pubs to decide who wins. Watch 
Facebook, our website, Twitter and the next issue of 
the newsletter for more information.  

mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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Your branch. Your scores.  

Here’s the top 10 pubs and beers in our area 

according to your beer scores at the moment.  

 

If you want to know how we select the pubs to be shortlisted for the St Helens CAMRA Pub of the Year its 
all down to CAMRA members submitting beer scores when they have a pint in one of the pubs in our area. 
So far we’ve received almost 3000 individual scores this year to rate the beer and draw up the shortlist. 
There’s still time to have your say as a CAMRA member by submitting your scores when you have a pint. It 
takes less than a minute and every beer score helps. The current top 10 pubs and beers in alphabetical 
order are: 

 
 
 
 
 

Pubs 

Beer EnGin, Whiston 

Connoisseur Brewery & 
Tasting Rooms, St Helens 

Cowley Vaults, St Helens 

Cricketers Arms, St Helens 

Junction, Rainford 

Market Tavern, St Helens 

News Room, St Helens 

Skew Bridge Alehouse, 
Rainhill 

Talbot Ale House, St Helens 

Turks Head, St Helens 

 

If you think there’s a pub or beer that should be in the list but isn’t, then you need to make sure you’re 
scoring the beer when you visit - it only takes seconds. Encourage other CAMRA members to score their 
beer as well.  
 
To score your beer just visit WhatPub or download the Good Beer Guide App to your smartphone. If you 
notice pub details are incorrect you can also let us know through WhatPub. If you can’t submit scores 
online for some reason or know a member who would like to score but has no access to the website or 
Apps, then we can submit the scores for you – just get in touch to find out how. If you want to know more 
about beer scoring or anything else related to CAMRA drop us a message or come along to one of our 
events. 
 
Got some pubs news to share? Email me on pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk  
 
Cheers 
 
Ian 
St Helens CAMRA Pubs Officer 
 
 

Brewery Beer 

Coach House Blueberry Classic 
Bitter 

Oakham Citra 

Vocation Heart & Soul  

Salopian Hop Twister 

North Riding 
(Brewery) 

Ice Cream Porter 

Howzat Sight Screen 2 

4T’s Squirrel’s Heaven 
Stout 

Howzat Thirst Test 

Rat White Rat 

Hawkshead Windermere Pale 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwhatpub.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR11nPeXDmT7QMunS8TLk_LNZjrqw6BOISMbMuXvzr6RcHY300TS3em56U8&h=AT3esHshrHN6K8bgOOfJd1dgbvxhBA1DENFDRniM6VJ-6BIP72WMdUkNke4Cc5TnbT_1mrGNAiawDrdZ0csIv2otRYB2YPoBPHxlNt6I2DaV_LWaV8emUvwv9qCpCMG-5Ws0slAijrHEDHRZ7aQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgbgapp.camra.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2xSRn-BVyDCdJZBdMPYKvK9WPgpDlU81HZ1Uvmwl_GyYFMQBUZSYZHf_8&h=AT2OIC9zmaUoMteLhXQOgXTmYL6ABf6gqKwUDZwhSulJTDEXRj2yWzKJ2Hiq8qTl7j2Lo8_gf_C-hmjsIYJjk6XxbstnwuFiPABRC6EZhB3xHQz5Hs_JhNVil9sS5A5cn7MM5owbL89Xr0H7RWo
mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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Forthcoming Events 

Branch Christmas Social - West Kirby 

7th December 

We’ll be meeting at The Crown Hotel in Liverpool for 11 to 
11:30am, leaving shortly afterwards for the train.  There’s no 
official end time, so whenever you feel like returning home that’s 
fine by us, as like our last trip, it’s all on public transport.  The plan 
is to wander round the town, soaking up the Christmas atmosphere 
and visiting some fine pubs for liquid refreshment.  There’s no 

official route, just a list of pubs to visit.  No doubt there will be a discussion in The Crown before we leave 
covering the pubs we may want to visit.  Suggestions will be welcome from the group.  It’s not compulsory 
to stay until the end, but could be more fun if you do.  Did someone mention Gallaghers? 

Cricketers Arms - Trip to Chester 

7th December 

The next trip leaving from this pub is to Chester Christmas Market.  Leaving at 11am and returning at 7pm.  
The cost is £7.  Ask at the bar for more details. 

Turks Head Christmas Shopping Trip 

21st December 

It seems Chester is the place to visit this December, as you get a second 
opportunity with the Turks Head.  Leaving the pub at 11am and returning at 
6pm.  Don’t forget the price includes a breakfast.  Ask at the bar for more 
details. 
Also the newly opened Tower Lounge has live music every weekend, so why 
not pop in, grab yourself a pint and enjoy. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connoisseur Brewery and Tasting Rooms 

Don’t forget that Connoisseur Brewery and Tasting Rooms is open every Saturday in December for gifts, 
drink and plenty of Christmas cheer.  Also a tour of the brewery itself if you ask nicely.  
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Articles 

A Guide to Beer Scoring 

Scoring beer in pubs is really easy.  The National Beer Scoring System (NBSS) is a 0-5 point scale for judging 
beer quality in pubs, and we want you to tell us about the quality of beer in the pubs that you visit.  Score 
locally or score much further afield, it all helps to put these establishments on the map.  You’ll find it’s quite 
straightforward once you get the hang of it. 

How you score your beer(s) 

You score your beer(s) online, so a computer or a smart phone is required.  A helpful friend or family 
member may come in handy at this point if you posses neither.  To submit your scores 
just visit http://whatpub.com, log in to the site using your CAMRA membership number and password, find 
the pub on the site you are looking for and away you go.  More information about beer scoring is available 
on the WhatPub site.  It also has some informative YouTube videos you can watch.  Find out more at 
http://whatpub.com/beerscoring, but you will need to be logged in first.  If you prefer the smart phone 
approach, you can also score your beer(s) on the Good Beer Guide app https://gbgapp.camra.org.uk 

What you need to record 

 The location and name of the pub (can easily be found if you’re using a 
smart phone) 

 The date you visited the pub 

 A score out of 5 

 The name of the beer 

The scores and what they mean 

 0. No cask ale available. 
Usually there’s a reason for this, so it’s always worth asking the bar 
staff. 

 1. Poor 
Beer that is anything from barely drinkable to drinkable with 
considerable resentment. 

 2. Average 
Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn’t inspire in any way, not worth moving to another pub 
but you drink the beer without really noticing. 

 3. Good 
Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub. You want to stay for 
another pint and may seek out the beer again. 

 4. Very Good 
Excellent beer in excellent condition. 

 5. Perfect 
Probably the best you are ever likely to find. A seasoned drinker will award this score very rarely. 

 
Don’t worry if you can't decide on a score to give your beer as the NBSS allows you to enter half scores. 
  

http://whatpub.com/
http://whatpub.com/beerscoring
https://gbgapp.camra.org.uk/
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Scoring a beer you may not like 

Ideally a beer should be scored to reflect how it has been kept.  In other words its condition.  However the 
ability to distinguish between a beer that’s in poor condition, is unpalatable to our tastes but is meant to 
taste like that, or has been poorly made is going to be difficult for the untrained taster.  In these cases it is 
better to score the beer as it honestly tastes to you.  After all even if you don’t like the beer you currently 
have, others may well do and therefore score it higher. 

Ensuring you score appropriately 

It’s important to realise that the scale is not linear.  Only 0.5 and 1 indicate poor beer.  This allows a wider 
range of scores for beer that is anything from uninspiring to perfection in a glass.  Most worthy Good Beer 
Guide pubs tend to score either a 3 or 4 for their beers.  Bland, uninspiring beers score a 2 and a 5 is 
something given once or twice a year.  It is always worth reminding yourself of the descriptions associated 
with each of the numbers. 
 

 
 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via email 
newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
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Next Committee Meeting 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th January 2020 at Turks Head at 8pm. 
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members are 
welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 22nd January 2020 at Lymewood Farm at 8pm. 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting is to 
discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival news. These 
meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour and a half). Our 
CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food Hygiene, 
Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at http://www.camra.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest 
copy of the Good Beer Guide. 
  

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 The Abbey 

 Connoisseur Brewery 

& Tasting Rooms – C 

 The Cowley Vaults - C 

 Cricketers Arms - C 

 Eccleston Arms 

 The George 

 Gerard Arms 

 Glass House – C 

 The Lamb 

 Market Tavern 

 The News Room 

 The Phoenix 

 Running Horses 

 The Sefton 

 Talbot Alehouse - C 

 Turks Head - C 

Carr Mill 
 The Carr Mill 

 Haresfinch Sports & 

Social Club (By request 

only) 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Boar’s Head 

 Bull and Dog 

 Glass Horse 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Wheatsheaf 

Haydock 
 Lymewood 

 Owls Nest 

Prescot 
 The Bard - C 

 The Clock Face 

 Dean’s House 

 Old Mill 

 Prescot Cables 

Football Club 

 Royal Oak - C 

 Sun Inn 

 Watchmaker - C 

Rainford & Crank 
 Bottle and Glass 

 The Colliers Arms 

 The Derby Arms 

 Eagle and Child 

 Game Bird 

 The Junction – C 

 The Red Cat 

 The Star 

Rainhill 
 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Commercial 

 Manor Farm 

 Rainhill Recreation 

Club 

 Rocket 

 Ship 

 Skew Bridge – C 

 Victoria 

Eccleston / Eccleston 

Park 
 Grapes Hotel 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Stanley Arms 

 The Wellington 

Thatto Heath / 

Nutgrove 
 Brown Edge 

 The Elephant 

 The York 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin - C 

 

C = Pubs serving Real Cider and or Perry 

https://whatpub.com/

