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News From The Branch
Branch POTY
It’s that time of year again real ale drinkers. It’s time to vote for our Pub of the Year. Do not despair real
cider drinkers, as you can get involved too. Plus we’ve also released our shortlist for our Cider Pub of the
Year as well. If you can’t find any of the forms in the participating pubs then you can always download
them from our website www.sthelenscamra.org.uk.
Voting closes in February, so there’s still time if you haven’t started yet. Please remember that all pubs on
the form must be scored in order for your vote to count. Just grab a form and a pen or pencil and get out
there and visit the shortlisted pubs. Go with friends or go on your own. Take your partner even. Doesn’t
matter how you go about it, just be passionate and score each pub as honestly as you can. The shortlisted
pubs for both competitions are as follows:
Branch Pub of the Year

Branch Cider Pub of the Year

Cowley Vaults
Cricketers Arms
News Room
Skew Bridge Alehouse
Talbot Alehouse
Turks Head

Cowley Vaults
Cricketers Arms
Skew Bridge Alehouse
Talbot Alehouse
Turks Head

Forms can be emailed to the branch no later than 17th February. Or if you prefer the old school method,
they can be handed in at the Gerard Arms by 8pm on 19th February. Please be aware that this is a closed
meeting. Committee members only!
Pubs Officer News
The last month has seen a change in management in at least 2 of the pubs in our area. The Windle on
Hard Lane and The Derby Arms in Knowsley Village were both operated by Funky Owls Pubs Ltd. Within a
short space of time both pubs were handed back to the owning pub company with the potential risk that
they would both close. I’m happy to say that both pubs now have new management in charge and are
open and serving real ale. If you’re in the area of either pub please try and call in and support them.
Those of you that live in the Haresfinch area of St Helens will have noticed that The Woodlands is closed
until 20 February. As well as a refit of the existing facilities the other good news is that when the pub
reopens cask beer will be available. If you’d like to see a particular beer available there’s an opportunity to
let them know and they’ll see what they can do.
The Golden Lion in Rainford is currently undergoing a major refurbishment with a planned opening in
March. When the pub does reopen cask beer will be available so watch this space for more news. The
Millhouse in Sutton now has 2 real ales available for you to enjoy with your meal and the Manor Farm in
Rainhill is back up to 4 rotating cask ales.
We need to support and use the pubs in our communities or risk losing them. If you know of any news
relating to the pubs in your area let us know either by email or coming along to one of our events.
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Your branch. Your scores.
Here’s the top 20 beers in our area according to
your beer scores throughout 2019.
With just under 3000 scores received throughout 2019 we’ve pulled together a list of the top 20 beers
sold across our branch area. If you don’t see a beer you love that has been served in excellent condition in
the list then it may be because it didn’t receive enough scores. Scoring beer takes less than a minute and
really helps us get a view of the quality of beer being served. Let’s see if we can break through the 3000
scores line during 2020.
Brewery
Beer
1
Rat
White rat
2
Howzat
Nightwatchman
3
Coach House
Blueberry Classic Bitter
4
Howzat
Sight Screen 2
5
Salopian
Hop Twister
6
Vocation
Heart & Soul
7
Hawkshead
Windermere Pale
8
Howzat
The Thirst Test
9
Oakham
Citra
10
Bradfield
Farmers Blonde
11
North Riding (Brewery)
Ice Cream Porter
12
Dark Star
Hophead
13
Howzat
5 for 47
14
Tiny Rebel
Stay Puft
15
Salopian
Oracle
16
Rat
Cheating Rat
17
Abbeydale
Deception
18
Abbeydale
Devotion
19
Pennine
Heartland
20
Marble
Stout
To score your beer just visit WhatPub or download the Good Beer Guide App to your smartphone. If you
notice pub details are incorrect you can also let us know through WhatPub. If you can’t submit scores
online for some reason or know a member who would like to score but has no access to the website or
Apps, then we can submit the scores for you – just get in touch to find out how. If you want to know more
about beer scoring or anything else related to CAMRA drop us a message or come along to one of our
events.
Got some pubs news to share? Email me on pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
Cheers
Ian
St Helens CAMRA Pubs Officer

For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ .
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Forthcoming Events
We’ve dusted down our team of people and set them to work on planning ideas/activities for the year
ahead. As soon as we know something we’ll let you know. Currently in the pipeline is a trip to Ormskirk.
More information to follow.

Articles
CAMRA ale trail to West Kirby and Hoylake
By Philip Firth
On Saturday December 7th 2019 we wandered over to West Kirby for a Xmas social / ale trail.
The original aim was to gather in the Crown Hotel on Lime Street between 11 and 11:30am before setting
out together for West Kirby by train. However, as with all great plans, we didn’t really factor in an early
kick off at Goodison Park or the reliability of railway timetables. At 11am The Crown was jam packed and
people were queuing 3 deep at the bar. A few us managed to find each other inside Lime Street Station
and we messaged everyone we thought might be on their way to say the rendezvous had changed to The
Dee Hotel in West Kirby. Sorry, if we missed anyone in the mayhem! Eventually, nine members made it to
The Dee Hotel, which was a good turnout given the weather and the shaky start.
The Dee Hotel (44 Grange Road, West Kirby, CH48 4EF)
The closest watering hole to West Kirby station is The Dee Hotel. Typical of most Wetherspoons pubs, it
serves three regular beers; Greene King Abbot, Greene King IPA and (everybody’s favourite) Sharp's Doom
Bar. The pub promises seven changing cask ales, however, there were 5 guest ales when we visited. There
were a couple of ales from the Phoenix Brewery based in Heywood, Greater Manchester; Porter 5% and
West Coast IPA 4.6%. There were also a couple of beers from the Coach House Brewery based in
Warrington; Cinnamon bitter 4.2% and Cranberry bitter 5%. It was nice see a beer from a brewery based
on the Wirral, Pool Street Porter 5.2% from the Peerless Brewery based in Birkenhead. We enjoyed a
couple of good pints in The Dee Hotel, whilst we waited for everyone to arrive, and then moved on to the
White Lion.

The Dee Hotel
Beers from Pheonix, Coach House & Peerless Breweries
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White Lion (51 Grange Road, West Kirby, CH48 4EE)
The White Lion is a two hundred year old pub that was built with local red sandstone. It serves two regular
beers; Black Sheep Best Bitter and Brains Rev James. When we visited there were also three guest ales on
offer; Twin Lakes 4% from the Neptune Brewery based in Maghull, and 2 Peerless beers; Triple Blond 4%
and Pool Street Porter 5.2%. We had a fantastic time, and another couple of pints. Somehow, we
managed to squeeze everyone round a single table in a very small but cosy room. The close proximity and
lovely surroundings created a brilliant atmosphere and generated a lot of great beer induced banter.

Group photo outside The White Lion

Rooms in the white Lion are olde worlde and VERY cosy

Beers in The White Lion

West Kirby Tap (Grange Road, West Kirby, CH48 4DY)
The West Kirby Tap is a newly renovated open plan bar owned by Cheshire based Spitting Feathers
brewery – we visited its sister hostelry in Chester back in September. The pub serves two regular cask ales,
Spitting Feathers Session Beer & Spitting Feathers Thirstquencher. It also likes to source ales from smaller
brewing outfits. When we visited there were two beers from the Liverpool based Gibberish microbrewery;
Penny Lane Pale 3.9% & Nightmare on Bold Street 4.8%, there was a beer from the Newcastle based
Anarchy microbrewery; Backfire 4.5%, and there was a beer from the Runcorn based Chapter
microbrewery; Unconcenting Soul 4.2%. There was also a 3rd beer from Spitting Feathers on tap;
Repetitive Strain Injury 5.6%. By the time we’d supped up and left, a few of us were wobbling a bit.
However, we consulted our Google maps and summoned the energy to seek out another bar in the town,
The Homebrew Tap.
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West Kirby Tap

Selection of beers at the West Kirby Tap

Homebrew Tap (84 Banks Road, West Kirby, CH48 0RE)
The refurbished Homebrew Tap opened its doors in April 2018 in what used to be a shop on the high
street. Cask ales are available via taps mounted on the wall behind the bar, alongside around 8 different
keg beers. When we visited there was a cask ale from the Chapter microbrewery; Unconcenting Soul 4.2%,
and two cask ales from the West country - Bibble pale ale 4.2% from The Wild Beer co., and Blue Sky
Drinking 4.4% from the Arbor Ales brewery. After an enjoyable pint we left Homebrew Tap a touch more
worse for wear. However, we couldn’t resist the idea of getting off the train at Hoylake in search of more
real ale.

West Kirby Homebrew Tap

Enjoying a pint in The Homebrew Tap

The Black Toad (32 Market St, Hoylake, CH47 2AF)
The Black Toad micropub (micro being the word) occupies what was until very recently an abandoned
shop on Hoylake's main shopping street. It was a tight squeeze getting everyone in, but the atmosphere
was great, the owner was very welcoming and there were some great local cask ales on tap. When we
visited there was a cask ale from the Wirral based Brimstage Brewery; Road Island Red 4%, Gibberish
Nightmare on Bold Street 4.8% and a beer from the Knutsford Cheshire based Hobberley Brewery; Brunji
Pale ale 3.8%. One more enjoyable beer later, it was definitely time to start making tracks for home!!!
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The Black Toad Hoylake

The tiny bar in The Black Toad

Gallaghers Traditional Pub (20 Chester St, Birkenhead, CH41 5DQ)
Yet again, some of us ended up getting off the train at Hamilton Square, Birkenhead and falling into
Gallaghers for a couple more pints. The rest sensibly called it a day, stayed on the train and headed for
home. Gallaghers usually have one regular beer; Brimstage Trapper's Hat Bitter. On our visit they also had
a cask ale from Nottingham based Totally Brewed; Punch In The Face pale ale 4.8%, an ale from the
Cornwall based Skinner's Brewery; Betty Stoggs bitter 4%, and a beer all the way from Salford Quays
based Seven Brothers Brewery; Marsh Mellow Stout 4%. My memory of the nights proceeding are fairly
vague from this point on, but we all managed to get home safely, even though most the trains out of Lime
Street were either mega delayed or cancelled yet again! Unfortunately, that meant having to fall back on
the dreaded snail-paced #10A bus to get back to St Helens. Such is life!

The main bar in Gallaghers
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All in all, the Xmas social was a great success.
West Kirby is fantastic place for an ale trail. On another occasion this could easily be combined with a
scenic walk to nearby Hilbre Island across the sands of the Dee Estuary (when the tide is out of course).
Mersey Travel operates a service to West Kirby from Liverpool every 20 minutes during peak hours, every
30 minutes in the evening. An off peak day pass covering all Merseyside trains and buses costs only £5.40.
We visited six pubs in total and were able to choose from a great selection of real ales from breweries
based in Liverpool, the Wirral and Cheshire. There were also some great beer choices from further afield,
some of which are not usually found on the menus of pubs closer to home.
As usual, beer prices in Wetherspoons were low (about £1.65 with your CAMRA voucher). The average
price was £3.40 in the other places we visited, and this on the whole seemed like value for money given
the great pubs we visited and the quality and choice of beer available.

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via email
newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.
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Next Committee Meeting
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th February at The Bard at 8pm.
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members are
welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.
All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote.

Next Branch Meeting
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 26th February at The Lamb at 8pm.
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting is to
discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival news. These
meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour and a half). Our
CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer: It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or cider/perry)
 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food Hygiene,
Stewarding and Health & Safety
 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV
 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life
If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at http://www.camra.org.uk
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it!
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the
Good Beer Guide.

Town Centre &
Surrounding Area


















Carr Mill

The Abbey
Connoisseur Brewery &
Tasting Rooms
CD CP
The Cowley Vaults
CD CP L
Cricketers Arms
CD CP
Eccleston Arms
The George
CD
Gerard Arms
Glass House
CP CV
The Lamb
CD CP
Market Tavern
CV
The News Room
The Phoenix
Running Horses
The Sefton
CD
Talbot Alehouse
CD CP L
Turks Head
CD CP L




The Carr Mill
Haresfinch Sports & Social
Club (By request only)

Clock Face / Sutton







Boar’s Head
Bull and Dog
Glass Horse
Micklehead Green
Vulcan
Wheatsheaf

Haydock



Lymewood Farm
Owls Nest

Prescot










The Bard
CP
The Clock Face
Dean’s House
Old Mill
Prescot Cables Football Club
Prescot Reform Club
Royal Oak
CP
Sun Inn
Watchmaker
CP CV

Rainford & Crank





CD
CV

Bottle and Glass
The Colliers Arms
The Derby Arms
Eagle and Child

CAMRA Discount available
CAMRA Vouchers accepted here
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L







Game Bird
The Junction
CP
Rainford Labour Club
The Red Cat
The Star

Rainhill










Black Horse
Coach and Horses
Commercial
CV
Manor Farm
Rainhill Recreation Club
Rocket
Ship
Skew Bridge
CP
Victoria

Eccleston / Eccleston Park






Grapes Hotel
CD
The Griffin
Seven Stars
Stanley Arms
The Wellington

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove




Brown Edge
The Elephant
The York

Whiston


Beer EnGin

Serving real cider and/or perry
Loyalty Card scheme in operation
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