
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter  1 
 

 Visit our website https://www.sthelenscamra.org.uk/ 

 Submit articles newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 Contact the branch contact@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 

/St-Helens-Districts-CAMRA-164286400299734 
 

@StHelensCAMRA 

 

 

News From The Branch  
While there are no branch or committee meetings for members to attend during these locked down times, 
our branch is still here and functioning, albeit at a slower pace behind the scenes.  If there’s information 
out there you feel needs to be heard, then we will print it and let people know.  Whether it be on our social 
media channels or this very newsletter, we will do our very best to get it out there.  Why not send us some 
of your beer stories during this period.  Send us any information you deem relevant to our usual channels. 
 
 

The Editor 

 

 

As I’m sure you know, pubs and clubs are trying to stay relevant by selling beer, cider, perry and even 
cooked food, which is being delivered to or collected by customers.  Breweries and cider/perry producers 
are doing the same. 
As part of the Pulling Together initiative (in response to COVID 19), CAMRA has created a new app that 
allows customers to order beer, cider and perry from pubs, breweries and producers local to them. 
Customers will be able to download an app onto their phone (available from 6th May) and they can search 
for beer, cider etc from the participating breweries and pubs.  It’s a one-stop shop for customers to find 
and purchase fresh, local real ale, cider and perry.   
Pubs, clubs, breweries and cider/perry producers can also use the app to create a menu which customers 
can order from.  The aim is to make it easier for these establishments to get their product to market by 
removing a multi-step process of having to look up local services nearby then order from their website.  As 
a natural extension to the Pulling Together campaign and running in parallel with it, Brew2You is designed 
to make it incredibly easy for consumers to continue supporting their local during the lockdown period.  
The app will be free-to-use for pubs and breweries apart from a £2/month fee for Stripe usage, which 
manages the payment on CAMRA’s behalf.  CAMRA has set up the system so that suppliers receive the full 
price charged for their products, without any commission charged to them.  
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CAMRA will be aiming to contact as many pubs, 
clubs, cider & perry producers and breweries as 
possible to encourage them to ‘partner’ with the 
app using the resources we have available centrally 
– WhatPub contacts, BIS and the support of SIBA 
and Cask Marque. Any business interested in 
joining as a partner can do so by visiting: 
https://brew2you.co.uk/become-a-partner 
For everything else visit Brew2you.co.uk 
 

Pubs Officer News 

CAMRA have launched the ‘Pulling Together’ campaign to help support pubs, clubs, breweries and 
taprooms as they fight for their survival against the Coronavirus. Many are finding different and innovative 
ways to help their business weather the crisis. The CAMRA website has regularly updated links to pubs and 
breweries that will deliver to your area: https://camra.org.uk/pullingtogether/  
 
Many pubs in our branch area are pulling out all the stops to continue delivering a service to the 
community despite the lockdown. Let me know if we’ve missed any, as the situation is constantly changing. 
These businesses need our support to get through these challenging times otherwise they may not be there 
when we come out the other side. You can follow them individually on Facebook or follow their activity 
when it is reposted to our St Helens and Districts CAMRA Facebook page. 
 
The Turks Head is offering delivery or pick up Wednesday – Saturday on beer, cider, wine, crisps and a 
selection of their popular meals. They are also delivering their Sunday roasts which can be pre-ordered 
together with your beer. To see what they currently have to offer check out their Facebook posts or call 
them on 07927797160 to place an order or check availability. 
 
The Skew Bridge Ale House have launched a web shop to offer real ale, cider and snacks for delivery to the 
local area. Check out what they have available at: www.themzshop.co.uk/product-category/skew-bridge-
alehouse/ 
 
The Eccleston Arms have changed their business plan completely for the time being and have opened 
almost as a ‘pop up shop’ offering a speedy delivery service on a range of essential items and butchers 
packs. They also have restaurant quality ready meals, Sunday roasts and afternoon teas available which are 
delivered locally observing social distancing measures to those who are vulnerable and shielding. A great 
offering for their community. Check out their Facebook posts or call 01744 881881 for more details.  
 
The Boars Head on Elton Head road are now offering freshly cooked pizzas for delivery from Friday – 
Sunday, 4.30pm – 9.00pm. Check out their Facebook posts for details of what they have on offer or call or 
text 07838247247. 
 
The Beer EnGin in Whiston are trying to offer a take-out service most weekends for beer and cider. Details 
are posted to their Facebook page and you can message them with your order to be given a contactless 
pick-up time.  
 
The Wheatsheaf in Sutton is delivering their Sunday roasts. To book you can WhatsApp or call them on 
07787433389. Bookings will need to be in before 6pm on a Saturday and they will deliver for free within a 
3-mile radius. 

https://brew2you.co.uk/become-a-partner
http://brew2you.co.uk/
https://camra.org.uk/pullingtogether/
http://www.themzshop.co.uk/product-category/skew-bridge-alehouse/
http://www.themzshop.co.uk/product-category/skew-bridge-alehouse/
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CAMRA have launched their own virtual pub to allow 

friends to meet up for a virtual drink (or whatever is 

in front of you) and a catch-up in the ‘Red (on)Lion’. 

Anyone can drop into the cyber-pub, although 

CAMRA members have access to some exclusive 

content. It’s essentially a video chatroom, but you 

can set-up your own private chat room for your 

friends to gather together or you can join the main 

‘bar’ area to see who you can chat to. It also has some ‘pub’ features to let others know what you’re 

drinking. If you’d like us to set a branch chat up in the Red (on)Lion let us know and we’ll get something 

organised. To drop in for a chat visit https://theredonlion.co.uk/.  

A social arm for CAMRA’s #PullingTogether campaign which was launched with SIBA and Crowdfunder to 
support the brewing and pub industry during this difficult time. 
 
CAMRA have launched their own Podcast called Pub. Pints. People. Hosts Ant Fiorillo, Matt Bundy and Katie 
Wiles are joined by various guests from around the country, each bringing their own expertise and 
background related to real ale or cider. Each episode delves into a different aspect of the beer and pubs 
industry including two interviews and a dive into the CAMRA archives to source gems from the past. With 
topics ranging from beer festivals to diversity and unsung heroes in the beer industry, it is a must-listen for 
anyone with an interest in pubs, pints or people. The podcast is available from Spotify, Apple Podcast and 
from https://camra.org.uk/podcast/ 
 
If you’ve got some pub news to share that we’ve missed, email me on pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk  
 
We’re all missing our fantastic pubs at the moment and the atmosphere they provide, but let’s get behind 
our locals through these difficult times to ensure they are still with us when we meet on the other side of 
this pandemic! Hopefully, by staying home now we can enjoy our pubs safely again in the near future and 
I’ll look forward to having a pint with you at one of our branch meetings or events soon. 
 
Cheers 
 
Ian 
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer 
 

 

 

 
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s 
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 
 

  

https://theredonlion.co.uk/
https://camra.org.uk/podcast/
mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
https://wb.camra.org.uk/
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Forthcoming Events 
With everything in lockdown at the moment, there’s nothing on the horizon as far as the branch is 
concerned.  However for all you tech savvy members out there, there is always the option of visiting the 
Red(On)Lion pub for a chance to take part in pub quizzes and other such activities and events in this virtual 
environment. 
 

Articles 
Unfortunately we have some sad news to report during this time of uncertainty.  If you knew Frank or ever 
spent time in his company, why not raise a glass of the good stuff in his honour.  Cheers! 
 
Frank Cross 01.08.40 – 21.04.20  
Frank Cross was a familiar face to many around the pubs of St. Helens and further afield. A staunch 
advocate of Real Ale, Frank was a very early member and supporter of The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) 
following its creation, at a time when the very existence of Real Ale was severely under threat.  

  
Frank at the Liverpool Beer Festival Frank with his son Richard 

  
A schoolteacher by profession, this enabled most holidays to be spent with family. Not one to stay at home, 
many days out were enjoyed visiting exotic destinations such as Chorley, Ormskirk, and Market Drayton, 
often coinciding with the town’s Market Day. It was only in recent years, that I discovered it wasn’t so much 
the appeal of the markets that attracted him; more so the fact that Public Houses had extended opening 
hours on market days in that time of more restrictive licensing.   
But it was not just the beer that Frank enthused about. He loved the social aspect and homely feel of the 
traditional pub. When Greenall Whitley released proposals to close The Holly Bush, a 17th Century 
Farmhouse Pub next to the A49 near Little Leigh in Cheshire, and sell it as a Private House, he joined the 
campaign to save the historic pub, travelling regularly to weekly meetings to lend his support. The 
campaign against change of use was successful, and it was a great source of pride to Frank that he had 
been able to contribute to saving one of his favourite places for others to enjoy as he did.   
Frank was also a regular attendee at Beer Festivals, enjoying the opportunities that these events created to 
not only sample less readily available ales but also to catch up with familiar faces; friends who shared a 
common interest. I recall the tale of him disappearing for about an hour at a Beer Festival in Liverpool 
having ‘bumped’ into people he knew on the way back from using the facilities. I am sure that this didn’t 
just happen the once and it is a measure of his popularity that he was often enquired after to his friends 
once he was no longer able to attend the pub.  
Frank passed away peacefully at the Care Home of which he had been resident the last few years. He is 
survived by his wife Sandra, who did so much to help and care for him, particularly in his later years when 
his health was declining, his four children and his three grandchildren.   
 
Richard Cross 
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Trip to the Wigan CAMRA beer festival 

By Philip Firth 
 
On Saturday March 7th 2020 a small group of branch members met in The Royal Alfred around noon for a 
trip to the Wigan Beer Festival. The Alfred, newly re-opened, conveniently situated opposite Central 
Station, with a live departures board above the bar and a good selection of cask beers, was the logical place 
to meet up for this social event. Whilst we waited for the train I enjoyed an excellent Marshmallow Mild 
from the North Riding Brewery.  
We caught the 12:43 fast train that took only 12 minutes to reach Wigan North Western station. We arrived 
about 20 minutes too early for the beer festival shuttle bus so, logically, we crossed over the road for a 
beer in The Swan whilst we waited for the next one. 

 
The Royal Alfred (Whatpub) 

 
The Swan and Railway, Wigan 

 
 

   
The Swan and Railway (80 Wallgate, Wigan, WN1 1BA) 
The Swan was super busy due to the Latics v Luton match, but we just about managed to squeeze into the 
very narrow bar to order our beers. There was a good selection of cask ales and the pie n’ peas looked 
pretty good too (we were after all in a pie eating town). The Young’s Double Chocolate stout was very nice. 
 

 
The free Beer Festival shuttle bus The warm Wigan welcome.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.yell.com/biz/swan-and-railway-wigan-8600373/&psig=AOvVaw145Sqlffciv764T0Rjr4x8&ust=1584111802709000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNiGwdCalegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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The 33rd Wigan CAMRA Beer Festival ran from Thursday 5th March 2020 to 
Saturday 7th March 2020. Entry for CAMRA members was free. 
A vintage double decker shuttle bus operated a free service between the town 
centre and the Robin Park festival venue which saved a long walk.  
Although the exterior of the bus was painted dark green, the interior was maroon 
and cream as per double decker buses that plied the roads of St Helens in the 
1960s; a massive blast from the past for those of a certain age. 
 
 

 
The Wigan Beer Festival venue was the Robin Park Arena, opposite the DW Stadium. 

 

 
Branch members enjoying a beer or two…. 
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There were 112 different cask ales on the beer menu, although the best of these were already beginning to 
run out when we arrived for the Saturday afternoon session. By the time we left at around 8pm, beer casks 
were disappearing at a Rate of knots. I suppose, on reflection, the organisers got the beer ordering right 
and it looked like very little cask ale was going to go to waste!  
There was also a bar serving 61 UK and foreign (‘Bières Sans Frontières’) keg/draught beers, a bar with 27 
different ciders and perries, and a gin & prosecco bar. Modern beer festivals seem to work hard to cater for 
a great many different tastes and preferences. 
There was a good selection of dark beers and I managed to try the following:  
The good 
Black Stout (4.0%) [Stout] BLACKEDGE Brewery, Horwich: A velvety stout with intense roasted barley 
flavours and rich undertones of chocolate and coffee with liquorice finish. 
In Space No One Can Hear You Moo (4.5%) [Stout] NIGHTJAR Brewery, Hebden Bridge: A dark creamy milk 
stout. 
Cold Blooded (5.0%) [Porter] SIREN CRAFT Brewery, Wokingham, Berkshire: Roasty notes layered amongst 
subtle smoke, coffee and dark chocolate. A silky smooth finish with a satisfying richness. 
Little Black Dog (7.0%) [Dark] WINDERMERE Brewery, Ings, Cumbria: A brand new beer from the Lake 
District, expect something dark and moreish. 
The not so good (on the day) 
Mrs P’s Black IPA (6.0%) [Black IPA] CLAY BROW Brewery, Skelmersdale: A Black IPA, a balance between 
malt and hops. Hopped with Centennial, Mosaic & Vic Secret. 
Porter (5.7%) [Porter] {vegan} POMONA ISLAND Brewery, Salford: A balanced, easy to drink porter. 
Out of what was left of the light beers, I liked the following  
Higher State (4.2) [American Pale] BRISTOL BEER FACTORY: This pint will be aromatic, citrussy, piney and 
have commonalities with an American IPA. 
Refractions (4.2%) [Session IPA] SIREN CRAFT: Refreshingly balanced, with a soft mouthfeel, delicate 
bitterness and a beautiful hazy pour in the glass. 
Bad Uncle Barry (4.2%) [West Coast Pale] THREE FIENDS Brewery, Holmfirth, Yorkshire: Award winning 
West Coast PA. 
 
My favourite – in term of both its taste and its daft name – was In Space No One Can Hear You Moo.  
We all enjoyed the trip to the Wigan CAMRA Beer Festival and I would recommend making it an annual 
branch social event. However, the Friday evening session might be a better option in terms of being able to 
sample from the majority of the cask ales on the menu before they begin to run out. 
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Circulated by one of our committee members, here’s a couple of historically interesting articles from back 
in the day.  Enjoy!
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Unfortunately a small part of this article is missing, but it still makes for a good read. 
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If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via email 
newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
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Next Committee Meeting 
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members are 
welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

All meetings have been cancelled until further notice 

Next Branch Meeting 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting is to 
discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival news. These 
meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour and a half). Our 
CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food Hygiene, 
Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at http://www.camra.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the 
Good Beer Guide. 
  

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 The Abbey 

 Connoisseur Brewery & 

Tasting Rooms 

CD CP 

 The Cowley Vaults 

CD CP L 

 Cricketers Arms 

CD CP 

 Eccleston Arms 

 The George 

CD 

 Gerard Arms 

CD 

 Glass House 

CP CV 

 The Lamb 

CD 

 Market Tavern 

CV 

 The News Room 

CD 

 The Phoenix 

 Running Horses 

CV 

 The Sefton 

CD 

 Talbot Alehouse 

CD CP L 

 Turks Head 

CD CP L 

 

 

 

Carr Mill 
 The Carr Mill 

 Haresfinch Sports & Social 

Club (By request only) 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Boar’s Head 

 Bull and Dog 

 Glass Horse 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Wheatsheaf 

Haydock 
 Lymewood Farm 

 Owls Nest 

Prescot 
 The Bard 

CP 

 The Clock Face 

 Dean’s House 

 Old Mill 

 Prescot Cables Football Club 

 Prescot Reform Club 

 Royal Oak 

CP 

 Sun Inn 

 Watchmaker 

CP CV 

Rainford & Crank 
 Bottle and Glass 

 The Colliers Arms 

 The Derby Arms 

 Eagle and Child 

 Game Bird 

 The Junction 

CP 

 Rainford Labour Club 

 The Red Cat 

 The Star 

Rainhill 
 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Commercial 

CV 

 Manor Farm 

 Rainhill Recreation Club 

 Ship 

 Skew Bridge 

CP 

Eccleston / Eccleston Park 
 Grapes Hotel 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Stanley Arms 

 The Wellington 

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove 
 Brown Edge 

 The Elephant 

 The York 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin 

 

CD CAMRA Discount available CP Serving real cider and/or perry 

CV CAMRA Vouchers accepted here L Loyalty Card scheme in operation 

 

https://whatpub.com/

