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News From The Branch
So here we are in lockdown for the second time. It's like déjà vu all over again, as someone once said.
There are and will be tough times ahead with the new restrictions, in this all too familiar situation we find
ourselves in. Our pubs and breweries are going to need all the help they can get over the coming weeks
and months. Pubs help to provide a warm and friendly atmosphere where you can make friends and
socialise, but sadly that's no longer possible in the current climate. So please support your local as best you
can. Stay safe, follow the guidelines, so we can hopefully enjoy a delicious hand pulled pint in our chosen
watering hole in the not so distant future.
Good Beer Guide
Unfortunately the Merseyside & Cheshire beer scene has been hard-hit by COVID-19, as this year’s Good
Beer Guide reports a net loss of two breweries across the two regions. While five breweries have opened,
seven have closed across the region, reflecting the first national decline reported in nearly two decades.
There is however a total of 33 new local pub entries in this year’s Guide. The 2021 Guide has found the
total number of independent UK breweries has dipped from 1,823 in 2019 to 1,815 in 2020* - a dramatic
shift since the explosion in UK breweries started in 2008 and a reflection of the impact COVID-19 has
already had on the industry.
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The closed breweries in the region are:

The new breweries in the region are:

Beer Refinery - Chester, Cheshire
Borough Arms Brewery - Crewe, Cheshire
Britman Craft Beers - Burton, Cheshire
Buccaneer Brewery Ltd - Sutton Weaver,
Cheshire
George Wright Brewing Co – Rainford,
Merseyside
Red Star Brewery Ltd - Formby
Sandiway Ales – Sandiway, Cheshire

Carnival Brewery – Liverpool
Howzat Brewery - St. Helens, Merseyside
Tyton Brewery - Ainsdale, Merseyside
Modern Day Monks (MDM) Brewery - Warrington,
Cheshire
Tantum Brewing - Poole, Nantwich

*Data collected at the end of August 2020
Despite being hampered by a national lockdown and ongoing restrictions, thousands of independent
volunteers have worked together to compile this year’s entries, helping to identify significant trends and
themes locally and nationally. This year, celebrity chef Tom Kerridge has penned the foreword, urging the
country to ‘stay strong and stay positive’ despite the ongoing challenges.
Writing in the Guide, Kerridge observes that “the one thing we have all missed during lockdown is human
connection and social interaction, which above all else, is everything that the Great British pub provides - a
warm, happy and friendly place for people to drink and eat. We need now more than ever to be positive
and strong to enable us to drive the word home about how fantastic the Great British pub is, and most
importantly, what it brings to each and every community.”
Nick Bosley, Regional Director for Merseyside and Cheshire said: “Over the summer months pubs and
breweries managed to innovate and provide takeaway and delivery services for their customers and
provide a safe environment when they were allowed to reopen back in July. The further closure in
Merseyside and Warrington, due to entering Tier 3 is another blow to the industry with the effects
becoming clearer throughout 2021.”
The Good Beer Guide 2021 is now available from the CAMRA shop at:
https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/the-good-beer-guide-2021
There is also an updated app version available for download on both iOS and Android devices.
Due to the ongoing restrictions and local lockdowns taking place, please ensure that you check directly with
pubs for the latest opening times and requirements before booking your visit.
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Pubs Officer News
Pubs have found themselves forced to close for a second time as a result of the current pandemic. This is at
a time that they would normally be preparing for one of their busiest periods of the year. If pubs are going
to survive until things return to something closer to normal, we need to support them as they try and find
innovative ways to keep their business going. The best place to check what they might be doing is via social
media as things change on a weekly if not daily basis. Our Facebook and Twitter feeds will share anything
we hear about so make sure you are following them.
In-between lockdown 1 and 2 I managed to visit a few of our local pubs, and they were all working hard to
make sure we could enjoy a pint in a safe environment. Latterly I managed to visit a pub just before
lockdown while under tier 3 restrictions. It was quite a different feel to the visits I normally make but the
staff and management had worked hard to make it a safe and enjoyable experience.
Hopefully we’ll exit lockdown as planned with reduced rates and the chance of a Christmas drink in your
favourite pub.
If you know of anything going on in a pub that you think we could promote or there’s a pub out there that
needs our help let me know by emailing pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
Cheers
Ian
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer

For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ .

Forthcoming Events
With everything back in lockdown, there’s nothing on the horizon as far as the branch is concerned.
However for all you tech savvy members, there’s still the option of visiting the Red(On)Lion pub.
We’ll do our best to report what’s going on in our branch area on our social media channels, but we do not
see any branch events happening until well into 2021.
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Articles

Your local beer is under threat. The Government is set to increase the tax paid by some small independent
breweries in the UK. This could lead to brewery closures, and less choice at the bar for you. CAMRA has
joined calls for the Government to think again – we need your help to persuade them that this is bad for UK
brewing and bad for consumers. Please sign the petition at https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/334066
Want a bit more detail?
The Treasury has proposed some changes to the Small Brewers’ Relief scheme – this scheme allows smaller
brewers to pay less tax to compensate for the economies of scale enjoyed by larger brewers. The scheme
has been instrumental in the brewing boom of the last two decades. The changes that the Treasury wants
to make will take away tax relief from the brewers at the smaller end of the production scale to give more
relief to larger ‘small’ brewers – it’s a ‘reverse Robin Hood’ tax.
CAMRA’s position on this is:
 CAMRA believes that the Small Brewers’ Relief Scheme is vital to a thriving beer market, and to
ensuring choice for consumers. We have always been concerned about the proposal of removing
relief from the smallest brewers and maintain that this should not happen without broad industry
consensus – which has not been achieved.
 We do not believe that the Treasury’s intention to increase the scale of production over which the
relief is applied by reducing the lower threshold is the correct way to reform Small Brewers’ Relief.
CAMRA has joined calls for:
 The Government to publish the evidence of how it arrived at the preferred approach of lowering
the point at which a brewery receives the full relief from 5,000HL to 2,100HL
 The Government to publish the full detail of its preferred approach to taxing small brewers at all
levels of production
 The Government to change its preferred approach and reinstate the 5,000HL threshold up to which
a brewery will continue to receive full relief
 We remain committed to campaigning for an increase in the top threshold for relief to 200,000HL,
in line with calls from both SIBA and the Small Brewers Duty Reform Coalition.
 We will not be advocating a specific solution for changing the curve of relief at this stage – only that
the curve should be smoothed by increasing the range of production covered through an increase
to the top threshold, rather than the reduction of full duty relief at the bottom end of the
production scale.
 We remain hopeful that the industry can find agreement on what reforms to the relief curve above
the 5,000HL threshold should look like, in order to remove current disincentives to growth, and
promote healthy competition, cask beer, and consumer choice.
 We believe in constructive and positive campaigning, and attacking or calling for boycotts of
breweries in CAMRA’s name will not be considered appropriate as part of our strategy for
campaigning on Small Brewers’ Relief.
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How St Helens CAMRA Pub of the Year has battled through COVID-19
(Please note this article was compiled before the new lockdown restrictions came into being. It’s also worth mentioning that there is
an argument for the summer weather ending when the pubs re-opened. Sadly there’s nothing I can do about it now. Plus it’s above
my pay grade - The Editor)

When the country went into lockdown due to the ongoing battle with COVID-19, our pubs had to be smart
in the way they addressed the issue. Some pubs used the time wisely doing renovation work. Some had no
choice but to furlough and others spent some rare quality down time with family. Some pubs in our area
though managed to keep some kind of business going where they could. In the last newsletter we
mentioned all the places who were doing a sterling job in working in the community to keep some kind of
service to the public and we should be proud of all of them.
At the beginning of March the Turks Head was named St
Helens and Districts CAMRA Pub of the Year – and by the
end of the month they were among the rest of the
hospitality sector being forced to close their doors until
further notice to help curb the spread of the virus. This was
a massive blow for landlord Daryl Arrowsmith who had his
POTY crown halted at local level with no chance to progress
to regional or national level of the competition due to
COVID restrictions.
However, he decided that if we couldn’t go to the pub, then
the pub would come to us. Daryl, who is also landlord at the
Cowley Vaults, used the time during lockdown to not only
continue serving the community through a beer and food delivery service, but he also motored on with an
outside extension – improving his beer garden to allow for more outdoor seating (once the pubs could
safely reopen). This was also coupled with a long-awaited refurbishment of the toilets in the Cowley Vaults.
This was a project in the offing for further down the line, but he used the time while the pub was closed to
make the most of the refurbishment.
Daryl and his partner Deborah used their Facebook page to engage with customers by offering off premises
sales of real ale to order. There was always a range of fresh cask beers and real ciders to choose from
delivered free to your door in 5-litre boxes. They liaised with breweries across the country to provide them
with freshly brewed real ale that could be sold in 5-litre boxes which were available to order – often with
different beers available every Wednesday. At the height of lockdown, the Turks Head was selling almost as
much real ale as when it was normally open. This shows the appetite for real ale in the town and the
willingness of real ale drinkers to support pubs through such a tough time. Deb was the driving force
behind the food and beer delivery service during lockdown. She was the one taking the phone orders and
swiftly distributing them locally within a few hours.
The Turks Head also managed to keep their kitchen going too with a reduced menu available for takeaway
via free delivery or socially distanced collection from the pub. The Sunday roasts went down a treat judging
by the feedback online and they even got themselves signed up to Uber Eats to enable more people to
order food for delivery.
When it was announced in the summer that the pubs
would be allowed to open up again in early July, Daryl
had already got agreement to acquire the land
between the Cowley Vaults and the Turks Head,
providing even more socially distanced outdoor
seating. And this was just the ticket given the lovely
summer we had. Once the pubs opened again the
outside area was popular with locals and was run as
table service only – from either the Turks Head or the
Cowley Vaults. Happy days! Both pubs adhered strictly
to covid guidance – hand sanitiser on entry, exit and
placed at pertinent spots around the pub.
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You had to be shown to your seat and drinks (and food) orders were taken with table service only. Tables
were sanitised every time someone left, people not allowed to move tables or mix with other customers
and staff were vigilant at enforcing the rules when needed.
Now, just as the pubs begin getting back on their feet, they are being asked to close again as part of tier 3
restrictions plunging them into uncertainty once again. Luckily, The Turks Head can remain open as they
serve substantial meals so locals can still enjoy their food accompanied by one of the many real ales on
offer. They are open Wednesday to Friday 5pm -10pm and Saturday & Sunday 12pm-10pm with children
welcome in the lounge side for food till 8pm.
With other local wet led pubs forced to close and those like the Turks Head that can operate as a restaurant
having to rapidly adapt once again, we wait and see which pubs will struggle to survive the current
lockdown rules and which ones will continue with their blitz spirit and innovation in once again rising to the
challenge and laughing in the face of adversity. If you can support the pubs in our area, whether that be
through ordering beer for home delivery or venturing out for a meal if you feel safe, then please do. We
need to all get through this together.

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via email
newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.
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Next Committee Meeting
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members are
welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.
All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote.

All meetings have been cancelled until further notice

Next Branch Meeting
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting is to
discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival news. These
meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour and a half). Our
CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer: It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or cider/perry)
 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food Hygiene,
Stewarding and Health & Safety
 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV
 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life
If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at http://www.camra.org.uk
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it!
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the
Good Beer Guide.

Town Centre &
Surrounding Area


















The Abbey
Connoisseur Brewery &
Tasting Rooms
CD CP
The Cowley Vaults
CD CP L
Cricketers Arms
CD CP
Eccleston Arms
The George
CD
Gerard Arms
CD
Glass House
CP CV
The Lamb
CD
Market Tavern
CV
The News Room
CD
The Phoenix
Running Horses
CV
The Sefton
CD CV
Talbot Alehouse
CD CP L
Turks Head
CD CP L

Carr Mill



The Carr Mill
Haresfinch Sports & Social
Club (By request only)

Clock Face / Sutton







Boar’s Head
Bull and Dog
Glass Horse
Micklehead Green
Vulcan
Wheatsheaf

Haydock



Lymewood Farm
Owls Nest

Prescot










The Bard
CP
The Clock Face
Dean’s House
Old Mill
Prescot Cables Football Club
Prescot Reform Club
Royal Oak
CP
Sun Inn
Watchmaker
CP CV

Eagle and Child
Game Bird
The Junction
CP
Rainford Labour Club
The Red Cat
The Star

Rainhill








Black Horse
Coach and Horses
Commercial
CV
Manor Farm
Rainhill Recreation Club
Ship
Skew Bridge
CP

Eccleston / Eccleston Park






Grapes Hotel
The Griffin
Seven Stars
Stanley Arms
The Wellington

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove




Brown Edge
The Elephant
The York

Whiston
Beer EnGin

Bottle and Glass
The Colliers Arms
The Derby Arms

CAMRA Discount available
CAMRA Vouchers accepted here
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Rainford & Crank




CD
CV





CP
L

Serving real cider and/or perry
Loyalty Card scheme in operation
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