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 Visit our website https://www.sthelenscamra.org.uk/ 

 Submit articles newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 Contact the branch contact@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 

/CAMRAStHelens 
 

@StHelensCAMRA 

 

 

News From The Branch  
There has been an awakening in the ale.  Have you felt it? 
The dark beers and the light.  Plus everything in between.  Not forgetting those loveable rebels cider 
and perry. 
Welcome to our first newsletter of 2021.  It’s been a while since our last one, or at least it certainly 
feels that way.  Anyway, we’ve taken things out of mothballs and dusted people down, so within the 
current guidelines we are considering ourselves raring to go.  Who knows where this roadmap out of 
lockdown will lead us, but hopefully there are no traffic lights, temporary road works or diversion 
signs along the way. 
Remember to keep up-to-date with the guidelines so you can enjoy your pint in an almost familiar, 
but still slightly altered environment.  Stay safe good people. 
 

Pubs Officer News 

It’s now just over 12 months since pubs and clubs across the country were forced to close their 
doors as part of the national lockdown in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Now with it 
beginning to look like there is some light on the horizon some of our pubs are letting us know their 
plans for the next few months – obviously dependent on any changes to regulations and guidelines. 
Here’s a summary of what we know starting with the pubs who have won an award for 2020. 
 
 

Name Reopening date Extra information 

Turks Head (Branch Pub of the 
Year & GBG 2020) 

12 April No booking required. The new outdoor 
pizza oven and bar will also be open.  

Prescot Reform Club (Branch 
Club of the Year 2020) 

17 May  

Cowley Vaults (GBG 2020) TBC Closed until restrictions eased further 

Cricketers Arms (GBG 2020) 19 April No booking required. Now with outdoor 
seating for 100 people. 

Junction (Rainford) (GBG 
2020) 

12 April Not serving food until restrictions eased 
further. Walk-ins. Live music from 7.30pm 
each night – booking advised via 
www.seetickets.com   

News Room (GBG 2020) 19 May  

Sefton (GBG 2020) 17 May Booking via website 

Skew Bridge Alehouse (GBG 
2020) 

12 April No booking required 
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Eccleston Arms (Branch 
Community Pub 2020) 

12 April  2 newly furnished courtyards, renovated 
seating area and a new installation purpose 
built for reopening. 

Gerard Arms (Branch 
Community Pub 2020) 

12 April Newly refurbished beer garden with 
covered and heated seating. 25% booking 
rest available for walk ins 

Abbey 12 April No booking required. Not serving food until 
restrictions eased further. 

Bard  Wk of 17 May 
TBC 

 

Beer EnGin Wk of 17 May Continuing to deliver some great beers and 
then reopening the week of 17 May 
 

Boars Head 12 April  

Boathouse 12 April No booking required. They have been 
working hard on the pubs interior ready for 
when we can sit inside as well. 

Bull & Dog 12 April Booking advised 

Carr Mill 12 April Booking advised 

Colliers Arms 17 May Take away service currently available 
Thursday to Sunday. 

Derby Arms (Knowsley 
Village) 

12 April Bookings advised 

Derby Arms (Rainford) 15 April Booking advised for covered area with 
meals. 

Deanes House (Prescot) 17 May  

Eagle and Child (Rainford) May TBC Closed until restrictions eased further 

Glass Horse 12 April No booking required. 

Glass House 17 May TBC  

Golden Lion (Rainford) 12 April Booking advised 

Manor Farm 12 April  

New Talbot Alehouse 12 April This pub has changed management during 
lockdown and has had a complete refit. 
There’s a more in-depth article in this 
newsletter but their beer garden is open 
every day from 12 April. 

Park Bar & Kitchen 12 April Open from and serving breakfast 

Red Cat 12 April Booking advised 

Royal Alfred 12 April  

Running Horses 17 May TBC  

Ship Inn (Rainhill) 21 April  

Stanley Arms TBC  Check their Facebook page (and ours) for 
details of when they will reopen 
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Star Inn (Rainford) 16 April Opening Friday, Saturday and Sunday for 
limited times weather dependent (Drinks 
only). Food service will start 19 May if 
restrictions allow. 

Sun Inn (Prescot) 12 April   

Watch Maker (Prescot) 17 May TBC  

Wheatsheaf 
 

12 April Booking for pods, remaining beer garden for 
walk ins 

Woodlands 12 April No booking required. Food not served at 
present 

York 12 April No booking required. 

 
Please be understanding as pubs begin to reopen, plans are likely to change and as ever we are 
dependent on the British weather. If you know of anything going on in a pub that you think we could 
promote or there’s a pub out there that needs our help let me know by emailing 
pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk  
 
Keep checking social media for any updates. 
 
Cheers 
 
Ian 
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer 
 

 
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s 
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 
 

Forthcoming Events 
As restrictions ease throughout the year, we’ll once again be able to tell you what’s going on in and 
around our branch area.   
For now though, it’s best to keep an eye on our social media channels as a lot of planned events 
could still be subject to change. 

  

mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
https://wb.camra.org.uk/
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Articles 

Make a pint of real ale your first choice! 

 
The 'Cask is BACK, so back CASK' campaign has been launched by the 
Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA), the Society of Independent Brewers, the 
British Institute of Innkeeping, and Cask Marque – who are championing 
Britain’s National drink, which can only be enjoyed down the pub. They are 
calling on beer drinkers to back British brewing and pubs and opt for a pint of 
fresh cask beer from a local independent brewery when they return to pubs. 
 

Sales of hand-pulled cask beer, which can only be sold in pubs, have been hit hard by Coronavirus 
restrictions – with sales of this fresh British beer down 70% over the last twelve months – but this 
new campaign is seeking to reverse those fortunes and has the backing of brewers, beer drinkers 
and publicans alike. 
 
“What makes the Great British pub so unique is delicious, fresh cask beer. It’s a drink you can only 
enjoy in the pub and which millions of people across the UK have not been able to enjoy for much of 
the last twelve months. So when pubs reopen next week I’d like to invite you to join me in making 
our first pint down the pub a fresh cask beer from a local brewery, you’ll not only get a great tasting 
beer but you’ll be supporting local independent breweries and our struggling pub-industry.” Tom 
Stainer, Chief Executive CAMRA 
 
Cask beer, also known as Real Ale, is Britain’s 
National drink and what makes it unique is its 
freshness – brewed to be served fresh and hand 
pulled from chilled pub cellars in a few days. During 
lockdown some 5 Million pints of cask beer from 
small independent breweries had to be poured 
away, with the brewers who made it left to foot the 
bill. Those same breweries have been ramping 
production back up ahead of pubs reopening, so by 
buying a pint of cask beer you’re not only 
supporting your local pub but helping out small 
independent breweries too. 
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New beginnings for an old favourite 

As lockdown restrictions begin to lift and the glorious news of pub beer gardens being frequented 
once again, it’s great to hear that an old favourite has been given a new lease of life in time for 
phase one of pubs opening.  

The Talbot Alehouse on Duke Street, a firm 
favourite with real ale drinkers, is reopening on 
April 12th with a new look beer garden and plenty 
of outdoor space to enjoy that long awaited first 
pint of proper beer outdoors. The lease was taken 
over during lockdown by Matthew Rick and he 
swiftly set out on a full interior refurbishment and 
outdoor paint job – making the striking blue 
exterior hard to miss. He also gave it a tweak on 
the name, and it’s now known as the New Talbot 
Alehouse. 

The inside has had a refresh but kept all of its original charm with real fires, wooden floor and a cosy 
snug area. The bar has been replenished and they will open with 3 real ale pumps on the bar, with 
the prospect of increasing it to 7 over time (dependent on any future lockdowns and COVID 
restrictions)   
New Landlord Matt said: “It’s been a long time coming, but we’re 
so excited to open at long last and welcome people back to the 
Talbot. We can’t wait to establish ourselves in the community and 
create a vibrant and safe space for people to enjoy a pint and time 
with friends, safely outdoors in our new beer garden for now – 
then to enjoy the new interior when we’re allowed to open our 
indoor space too.”   
The pub will be opening on 12th with a soft launch to welcome  
punters old and new but will be celebrating their re-launch 
properly with a bang in May. They hope their delayed plans for 
their 'Sunday Funday' event will be the catalyst to a bright future 
for one of the towns great real ale pubs.  
 
 
 
 
Please remember, some COVID restrictions still apply, like social distancing, face coverings to be worn 
indoors and the rule of 6 or two households. So please be respectful of these and follow any rules in 
place to make it an enjoyable experience for everyone. 
 
 

 

 

 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via 
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
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Next Committee Meeting 
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members 
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve 
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

All meetings have been cancelled until further notice 

Next Branch Meeting 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival 
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour 
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or 
cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food 
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at 
http://www.camra.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the 
Good Beer Guide. 
  

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 The Abbey 

 Connoisseur Brewery & 

Tasting Rooms 

CD CP 

 The Cowley Vaults 

CD CP L 

 Cricketers Arms 

CD CP 

 Eccleston Arms 

 The George 

CD 

 Gerard Arms 

CD 

 Glass House 

CP CV 

 The Lamb 

CD 

 Market Tavern 

CV 

 The News Room 

CD 

 New Talbot Alehouse 

 Running Horses 

CV 

 The Sefton 

CD CV 

 Turks Head 

CD CP L 

 

 

Carr Mill 
 Boathouse 

 The Carr Mill 

 Haresfinch Sports & Social 

Club (By request only) 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Boar’s Head 

 Bull and Dog 

 Glass Horse 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Wheatsheaf 

Haydock 
 Lymewood Farm 

 Owls Nest 

Prescot 
 The Bard 

CP 

 The Clock Face 

 Dean’s House 

 Old Mill 

 Prescot Cables Football Club 

 Prescot Reform Club 

 Royal Oak 

CP 

 Sun Inn 

 Watchmaker 

CP CV 

Rainford & Crank 
 Bottle and Glass 

 The Colliers Arms 

 The Derby Arms 

 Eagle and Child 

 Game Bird 

 The Junction 

CP 

 Rainford Labour Club 

 The Red Cat 

 The Star 

Rainhill 
 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Commercial 

CV 

 Manor Farm 

 Rainhill Recreation Club 

 Ship 

 Skew Bridge 

CP 

Eccleston / Eccleston Park 
 Grapes Hotel 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Stanley Arms 

 The Wellington 

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove 
 Brown Edge 

 The Elephant 

 The York 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin 

 

CD CAMRA Discount available CP Serving real cider and/or perry 

CV CAMRA Vouchers accepted here L Loyalty Card scheme in operation 

 

https://whatpub.com/

