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 Visit our website https://www.sthelenscamra.org.uk/ 

 Submit articles newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 Contact the branch contact@sthelenscamra.org.uk 

 

/CAMRAStHelens 
 

@StHelensCAMRA 

 

 

News From The Branch  

Branch AGM 
Lockdown brought about many things for our branch, including the postponement of our AGM in 
April of last year.  Yet somehow, under the guidance of the 3 Amigos, the branch slowly but surely 
rumbled on.  It got a little scary when the 4 non-horse-related personnel of the apocalypse took over 
for a brief period, but that's another story. 
Anyway, as we've been unable to hold an AGM through the various lockdown periods, we need to 
have one as soon as possible now that things are beginning to re-open again.  So our AGM for this 
year is going to be at Rainhill Recreation Club on 6th October at 8pm prompt.  Please make sure you 
bring your CAMRA card with you.  We'll also be raising a glass to Cider Sandy Gavin who sadly passed 
away recently.  There will be a free half pint of cider available upon arrival for those wishing to join 
in. 
As this is an out of sync AGM and beyond our control, we're hoping to revert back to our usual 
month of April for our AGM next year. 

Message from the Chair 
A big hello to everyone and welcome back to CAMRA if you’ve been staying at home. It is great to 
see everyone out and about, enjoying the real ale we have on offer all over our branch area. 
Just a quick reminder that our AGM is on Wed 6th October as you will already have read in this 
edition.  
I just thought I’d let you know that we are always looking for new committee members as well as 
welcoming back our faithful and hardworking volunteers.  
You will have joined CAMRA for a variety of reasons, none of which were probably to have to do any 
work other than lifting a pint or three with like-minded people. However, the branch does need to 
have a committee to survive.  
All committee members are volunteers who give up their time on 2 Wednesdays each month to 
attend meetings and make sure the branch continues to work for all its members. This can include 
work at other times of the month as necessary but, again I stress, we are all volunteers. 
There are some core committee roles which must be filled and others that are recommended and all 
are filled annually so all positions are vacant at the AGM. 
The only position that is filled at the AGM is the Branch Chair, all other positions are distributed at 
the first committee meeting after the AGM. 
A lot of these positions can be doubled up or even be job share, but if there is something on the list 
that grabs your attention, why not fill in a form on our website and come along to the AGM. 
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Committee Roles Description 

Branch Contact 
The first point of contact with the Branch for members of the 
public/CAMRA members and CAMRA HQ 

Branch Secretary 
Administers the Branch alongside the Chair, creating and 
distributing agendas and documents and making formal contact 
with others 

Minutes Secretary 
Takes and distributes the minutes of meetings, managing 
ongoing actions allocated to committee members 

Young Members Contact 
Makes and maintains contact with younger members to ensure 
their views and needs are heard and met 

Branch Chair 
Chairs meetings, represents the Branch at regional meetings 
and manages the Branch alongside the Secretary and Treasurer 

Clubs Contact 
Maintains contact with clubs in the branch area to ensure their 
particular needs are understood. Helps run the Club of the Year 
competition. 

GBG Submissions Co-Ordinator 
Management of the selection of the Branch’s Good Beer Guide 
entries and associated submissions 

Pub Promotions & Awards Co-
ordinator including LocAle 

Co-ordination of the selection and presentation of a range of 
branch awards 

Pub Campaigns Officer 
Promote National, Regional and Local initiatives and campaigns 
within our Branch area. 

LocAle Coordinator Management of the LocAle scheme 

Membership Secretary 
Make and maintain contact with branch members particularly 
new members and to seek their engagement in branch business  

Beer Scores Coordinator 
Maintenance, management and reporting of/on the branch 
entries in the National Beer Scoring Scheme 

Newsletter Editor Seek and compile articles from contributors 

Media Co-ordinator & Public 
Affairs 

Provide both proactive and reactive responses to the local and 
regional media and other bodies including MPs 

Pub Protection Officer 
To provide advice to pubs and licensees concerning the 
protection of pubs from outside threats 

Social Secretary Organising meeting venues, social trips and visits 

Treasurer 
To make and receive payments from the branch account and 
maintain accounts to accurately reflect the statement of 
account 

Vice Chair Deputises for the Chair  

Website Co-ordinator 
Maintains the Branch website in accordance with good practice 
and in collaboration with others authorised to add and edit 
content 

Social Media Co-ordinator 
To manage the branch Facebook and Twitter accounts ensuring 
their content is in line with CAMRA requirements 

Accounts Examiner (Not a 
Committee Member) 

Audits and checks the accounts on an annual basis to ensure 
that they are in proper order 

 
Even if you don’t fancy being on a structured committee position, everyone is welcome to attend 
both committee and branch meetings and the minutes are always distributed to all members via 
email so you can see exactly what is discussed and decided. 
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Our meetings are always held on the 2nd Wednesday (committee) and 4th Wednesday (branch) 
from 8pm usually for an hour and we always try to be inclusive, so hold branch meetings as centrally 
as possible and our committee meetings in our outlying pubs. 
If you can’t attend meetings but have some ideas, please email 
branchcontact@sthelenscamra.org.uk and let us know how your branch should be doing. 
Look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
 
Gillian 
 

Pub, Club & Cider Pub of the Year 
The Turks Head has once again been named our branch Pub of the Year for 2021. While Prescot 
Reform Club has maintained their high standards to retain our Club of the Year award.  
Last year's competition was cut short when COVID hit, and the judging ended at branch level, so 
neither the Turks HHead nor the Reform Club got the chance to progress any further.  
For this year our committee members assessed the Turks Head and Prescot Reform Club and agreed 
to carry over their awards for 2021 as they still met the high criteria required for the accolades. The 
Turks Head also retained its title of Cider Pub of the Year for the quality of its real cider offering. 
It’s hoped that for 2021 the competitions will at least progress to regional level before hopefully 
returning to normal in 2022.  
Turks Head landlord Daryl Arrowsmith said: “We’re delighted. It's fantastic to hear that after all 
we’ve been through over the last year, we are still able to provide top class service and quality real 
ales and ciders to our customers. We thank them for all the support they’ve given us to help us get 
through this period.”  
Gillian Yates, Chair of our branch commented; “Well done to the Turks Head for retaining the award 
for best pub of the year - it was really well deserved. Daryl and Deb do a great job in always serving 
top quality real ale and cider and they’ve done especially well to retain their standards in these 
testing times. It’s also great to see Prescot Reform Club maintaining their high standards to remain 
our Club of the Year.”  
The award will be presented to the Prescot Reform Club on Wednesday 8th September at 8.30pm at 
the branch meeting. While the Turks Head will hold their presentation day on Saturday 18th 
September from 3pm and everyone is welcome to come and celebrate with them.  
The Turks Head and Prescot Reform Club will now go forward to the Merseyside Pub of the Year and 
Club of the Year competition respectively. 

  

mailto:branchcontact@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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Pubs Officer News 
The Lamb will be re-opening soon (date TBC), under new management. They will be serving 3 real 
ales and 3 ciders. There’s been lots of work going on while they’ve been closed, and we hope to have 
a more in-depth article in next month’s newsletter. We are holding our next branch meeting there 
on 22 September at 8.00pm so make sure you put the date in your diary and come along. 
 
The Turks Head has now been accredited as a LocAle Pub meaning you should always be able to call 
in and get a pint from a local brewery. Their opening hours have now changed to accompany the 
launch of their new £5.95 lunch menu meaning you can enjoy a pint (and a great lunch) from 
12.00pm each day. 
 
The New Talbot Alehouse has started selling real cider and has also been accredited as a LocAle Pub. 
We are visiting a few more pubs that have asked to be accredited over the next few weeks so watch 
out for more LocAle news soon.  
 
The Cricketers Arms, a LocAle Pub, is upping the number 
of beers from the onsite brewery that are available at the 
pub. You will soon be able to sample up to 7 beers from 
Howzat Brewery from the 13 real ales available.  
 
If you didn’t join us you missed a great night on 21 July 
when we had our ‘welcome back’ event for members. We 
held it in the outside marquee at the Cricketers Arms. It 
was a great chance to catch-up with members old and 
new in a safe way over a great pint of beer. We had a 
light-hearted quiz and plenty of snacks while we chatted 
the night away and made new friends. 

We also went for a wander around some of the Good Beer Guide Pubs in 
the town centre on Friday 13 August. For anyone superstitious nothing 
bad happened, quite the opposite. It was great to chat to people about 
all sorts (including beer!) and show our real ale pubs some support. We 
are getting back to doing some social things now so let us know what 
kind of things you would like us to organise. Watch out via our social 
media, newsletters and in your email for news about events you can 
come along to.  
 
If you know of anything going on in a pub that you think we could 
promote or there’s a pub out there that needs our help let me know by 
emailing pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk  
 
Cheers 
 
Ian 
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer 

 

 
 
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s 
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 

mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
https://wb.camra.org.uk/
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Forthcoming Events 
October, as you should all know by now is the month we choose to celebrate cider.  This year is 
going to be extra special as we will be honouring the irreplaceable Sandy Gavin as we go. 
Keep an eye on our social media channels for more information about what we plan to do in the 
cider month. 

Articles 

A tribute to Sandy Gavin 
Gently modified and added to by the Editor 
As you will already be aware one of our stalwarts, Sandy Gavin passed away recently. 
Sandy was known to all as Cider Sandy and his knowledge and expertise on real cider was 
exceptional.   
He travelled up and down the country in pursuit of real 
cider and was passionate about its promotion. I got to 
witness some of that passion when I'd often be called 
upon to go out scoring cider with him. He was very 
meticulous in his judging and sometimes would obsess 
over the tiniest of details. He loved pubs and Landlords 
for having a go at serving real cider/perry and would 
support them all the way, but it had to be done right. 
He could also be found behind the bar at some of the 
many beer festivals all over the country, wearing his 
decorated straw hat and talking about cider. Later, 
when he’d sampled far too much of his liquid passion, 
he would be on the other side of the bar, encouraging 
others to try something different. 
My first encounter with him was at the Wigan beer festival long before I decided to become a 
member of CAMRA. Who knew that after several festival meetings later (at various venues), I’d be 
seeing him on a regular basis as part of our branch. 
 But just like the cider he adored, Sandy divided opinion. Whether you loved him or hated him, no-
one could miss him. He could be dry like his favourite ciders, grumpy like a flat pint of Strongbow, or 
just chilled like a good pint in a sunny beer garden. 
Our committee meetings will be a lot quieter (and quicker) without him, but he will be sadly missed. 
Not just in our branch but across the country as well. Another of our great characters has gone 
 
  

A tribute to Sandy Gavin 
by Joanne Griffith 
Let’s raise a glass (preferably of cider or perry) to the unique and irreplaceable Cider Sandy. You 
don’t meet people very often with as much personality as he had. He was good fun, and he liked 
nothing more than sharing his passion for cider (and perry) with others. He loved being given the 
chance to share his knowledge and tell stories, and he didn’t mind playing the fool for the 
amusement of others. He was known up and down the country for his involvement with and 
promotion of real cider, usually accompanied by his trusty and distinctive “cider hat”, and I’ve never 
met anyone with a broader knowledge of cider or near his level of enthusiasm for it. 
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I first met him many years ago at the CAMRA Birkenhead Beer and Cider festival, possibly only the 
second festival I’d attended at that point. I was a customer keen to discover a new apple-based 
beverage, with very little knowledge of “real cider” back then, and Sandy was helping to run the 
cider bar. His knowledge was impressive, and he helped make the whole experience very positive 
with his upbeat attitude and his determination to help me find a cider I’d love. I joined up to CAMRA 
at that very festival, and I think it’s fair to say that Sandy played a very big part in my decision by 
helping to make the festival experience welcoming and memorable, and showing me the diversity of 
real ciders and perries. Following that initial encounter, I knew Sandy for many years, over which 
time he taught me a lot about cider, and with all his encouragement it’s quite right to say he’s the 
whole reason I eventually became a cider rep myself and ended up running the cider bar at a 
festival. 
 
Ever since that very first meeting, I’ve felt that ‘Sandy’ and ‘cider’ were all but synonymous, and that 
his energy always raised the atmosphere of the festivals he worked at. He did a lot to help local 
pubs, as well as working hard to make cider a key issue within CAMRA. He was an usual character in 
some ways, but he was a very genuine one, and very kind-hearted. His passing is a great loss to the 
CAMRA/cider community, as well as a personal one for those of us who were fortunate enough to 
have known him and worked alongside him. 
 

In memory of Cider Sandy, I’d like to raise a glass with you all and shout, Wassail! 
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For those of you reading these comments, you may recognise some if not all of them.  The 
newsletter thanks you, the branch thanks you and no doubt Sandy himself would thank you for your 
kind words. 
 

A very sad loss! I first met him at Beer on the Wye 
Festival, Hereford in 2004. We became great friends and 
I enjoyed volunteering with him at numerous festivals. 
 
A very sad loss. Spent many a year at Wigan beer festival 
chatting to Sandy. I gifted him a couple of birds to adorn 
his hat over the years 
 
So sorry to hear this sad news.... Always loved chatting 
to Sandy at the Wigan beer festival his choice of ciders 
were always the best... RIP Sandy 

 
Sandy a character that is sadly rare these days. 
RIP 
 
Sad to hear the news. Sandy always inspired me to champion the real cider at the Junction and it 
was a pleasure to receive an award off him for our efforts. He will be missed, RIP Sandy. 
A wonderful character and was a pleasure when he volunteered at Chippenham Beer Festival to help 
with our cider bar. 
 
RIP Sandy - he was always a handful when he volunteered for Newcastle Beer Festival but that was 
part of his charm! He’ll be sorely missed 
 
Not a cider drinker myself, but have a number of friends who are. So I first met Sandy many years 
ago at #nclbcf . Always enjoyed having a chat with him that once a year when he'd be up here.  
He was as they say, a canny lad. 
 
He helped me find many ciders to my taste at Newcastle 
beer fest over the years. 
 
Awful news. A regular volunteer at many of the festivals 
in Greater Manchester, always knowledgeable and 
happy to have a chat about cider. 
 
So sad. We only saw him the other week and he was 
planning his usual holidays to Greece and skiing. RIP 
Sandy, you will be much missed. A real character. 
Wassail. 
  
RIP Sandy. I had the pleasure and pain to work with Sandy at Newcastle and Edinburgh. He will be 
sorely missed 
  
Sad to hear this. A great character and was interesting to work with at both Rochford and 
Chelmsford Festivals. RIP Claire and Doug 
 
Really sad news. We loved talking to him in Fleetwood or Manchester Festivals. Won't seem the 
same without him now. RIP Sandy 
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R.I.P. pal you made me feel very welcome my first time at 
The Cricketers, thank you. You were a lovely genuine man. 
 
Always had a good chat to him at Wigan beer festivals. 
Always happy to pose for my photos. He will be sadly 
missed. 
 
Really sad news. Have had numerous episodes of too 
much fun/should know better in his company. RIP mate. 
 
Very sorry to hear this news. Sandy had great knowledge 
and enthusiasm. Will miss him. 
 
This is really sad news. He will be sorely missed from 
many a festival. With a tear in my eyes, Wassail Sandy! 
 
Wassail Sandy! A wealth of knowledge and a devastating 
loss... Continue the tradition up stairs... And if there is a 
god up there then I'm sure you will try and convince him 
to dabble in a few pints of alcoholic apple juice 

 
RIP Sandy. A wonderful man and what a character. His love of real cider second to none. 
 
A great guy who's chat at festivals and in the Cricks will be sadly missed. 
  
Will miss you mate love Marysia and Gordon & Tiny (madhatters cider) xxx 
 
Very very sad to hear. Sandy was a top bloke, couldn't do enough for u as volunteers. Me and my 
dad have fond memories of him on many CAMRA bars. RIP mate 
 
 

Wassail Sandy Gavin! 
 

 

 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via 
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
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Next Committee Meeting 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th September at Prescot Reform Club  
at 7:30pm. (Please note the earlier time)  
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members 
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve 
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 22nd September at The Lamb at 8pm. 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival 
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour 
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or 
cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food 
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at 
http://www.camra.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the 
Good Beer Guide. 
  

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 The Abbey 

 Connoisseur Brewery & 

Tasting Rooms 

CD CP 

 The Cowley Vaults 

CD CP L 

 Cricketers Arms 

CD CP 

 Eccleston Arms 

 The George 

CD 

 Gerard Arms 

CD 

 Glass House 

CP CV 

 The Lamb 

 Market Tavern 

CV 

 The News Room 

CD 

 New Talbot Alehouse 

 Running Horses 

CV 

 The Sefton 

CD CV 

 Turks Head 

CD CP L 

 

 

Carr Mill 
 Boathouse 

 The Carr Mill 

 Haresfinch Sports & Social 

Club (By request only) 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Boar’s Head 

 Bull and Dog 

 Glass Horse 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Wheatsheaf 

Haydock 
 Lymewood Farm 

 Owls Nest 

Prescot 
 The Bard 

CP 

 The Clock Face 

 Dean’s House 

 Old Mill 

 Prescot Cables Football Club 

 Prescot Reform Club 

 Royal Oak 

CP 

 Sun Inn 

 Watchmaker 

CP CV 

Rainford & Crank 
 Bottle and Glass 

 The Colliers Arms 

 The Derby Arms 

 Eagle and Child 

 Game Bird 

 The Junction 

CP 

 Rainford Labour Club 

 The Red Cat 

 The Star 

Rainhill 
 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Commercial 

CV 

 Manor Farm 

 Rainhill Recreation Club 

 Ship 

 Skew Bridge 

CP 

Eccleston / Eccleston Park 
 Grapes Hotel 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Stanley Arms 

 The Wellington 

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove 
 Brown Edge 

 The Elephant 

 The York 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin 

 

CD CAMRA Discount available CP Serving real cider and/or perry 

CV CAMRA Vouchers accepted here L Loyalty Card scheme in operation 

 

https://whatpub.com/

