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News From The Branch  

A note from the Cider Hat 
Wassail! 
It's cider month.  So put down that pint of ale and go collect a glass full of fermented apple juice.  I'm 
not talking about Bulmers, Magners or even Stongbow here.  The list could go on... 
I'm talking about the real stuff that's usually found in boxes in a fridge somewhere.  If you've never 
tried it before then why not treat yourself to a glass.  You never know, you might find one that you 
like.  And don't forget about the pears, they need some appreciation too.  But please, for the love of 
Pomona, don't go asking for a glass of pear cider because it doesn't exist! 
There's no such thing.  Just ask for some perry instead.  You may have to do some digging as not all 
of our many cider pubs offer a perry option, but there are a few that do. 
There isn't time to describe what a pyder is in this section, so we'll have to leave that for another 
time. 
Don't forget to look out for that illusive beast that is mulled cider.  Very nice indeed.  Especially if 
served warm. 
Keep an eye out for what we've got going on this cider month and I might just see you on the trail. 
 
Oh, and don’t forget about our AGM on the 6th at Rainhill Recreation Club, for all those wishing to 
raise a glass of cider in memory of my recently departed tenant Sandy Gavin. 
 

Message from the Chair 
When I first picked up a Good Beer Guide and leafed through it, my first thought was, “what a 
fantastic job that would be, visiting pubs all around the British Isles and rating which ones are fit to 
go in this book. I could do that job.” 
Little did I realise that, as a CAMRA member, this is exactly what I can do.  
By visiting pubs in my own locality and when away on holiday and scoring them, using What Pub, I 
can have an input into which pubs are judged worthy of being in the Good Beer Guide. 
All I have to do is buy at least a half pint and taste it, decide what score to give it, (guidance is 
available on our website) and it will be added to our database, or the database for the area I am in, 
and when it comes time to look at all the scores, mine will be there. Of course, I can have more than 
one half of more than one beer, but you see where I am going with this.  
I can make a difference!  
So can you! 
Every score matters, good or bad, so that we can let pubs know if there have been some negative 
scores, where they might improve, but it is up to each pub to decide what they want to do with the 
information.  
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Once a year we get together to look at the scores and tot up how many people have visited and 
what the average scores are for each pub. This helps us to decide which pubs go onto our shortlist 
for the Pub or Club of the Year and which go into the Good Beer Guide. 
Of course, as with everything else in life, this is open abuse with the odd person who will go into the 
one and only pub they visit 7 days a week and give every pint they drink the top score, but there are 
enough genuine drinkers out there who will visit as many different pubs as possible and score the 
beer in each one on its own merit to the criteria laid down to make it a fair and honest way of 
judging how pubs are doing. 
The more people who score, the more open the competition becomes, and it is much better to be 
able to say this pub was judged by 100 people to score an average of 3.5 out of 5 than for us to say 7 
people scored this pub 3.5 out of 5. 
Why not try it today, and once you start it will soon become second nature to automatically score 
the beers. Go to “What Pub” and put in your membership number. Some people who are not online 
make a note of the scores they would give and send them to us for us to upload. That’s also fine. 
bring them along to a branch meeting and sample even more beer. 
Yours may just be the one vote that changes a result and gets your favourite pub into the Good Beer 
Guide next year. 
Happy Scoring. Every Score Counts! 
 

Pubs Officer News 
October is a busy cider month for us so there are plenty of opportunities to come out, meet friends, 
make new ones, and find out about what’s going on in some of our pubs at the events we have 
planned.  
 
The Lamb reopened its doors on 22 September under new management 
and we managed to get in on opening night for a branch meeting. For those 
of you that didn’t make it along you missed a friendly welcome in a warm 
cosy pub with great beer and cider. Also on offer is a selection of meads 
and the usual bar drinks (spirits etc). The beer on offer is brewed for the 
pub and sells under the Kingzmen name. If you ask Gaz, the Landlord, as 
well as telling you about the beer on offer, he will also fill you in on where 
the name comes from. Julia, the Landlady, is also on hand to provide great 
advice on the drinks on offer and the selection of food available from the 
pub. There’s everything from a light snack to a small meal with excellent 
scouse available when I last visited. As autumn definitely seems to have 
arrived the hot homemade scouse with red cabbage went down a treat 
with my pint of real cider (the picture just shows a sample portion).  
 
The Junction at Rainford is now accredited as a LocAle pub meaning you are guaranteed to get a 
great pint of locally brewed real ale if you pay them a visit. Paul, the Landlord, and his team have 
always been keen to support other local businesses whenever they can and its great to see this 
commitment to continue doing so with respect to real ale. Beers from Wily Fox are often available 
which are brewed less than 10 miles from the pub. The pint of Dark Flagon I had while paying a visit 
to the pub was served in excellent condition so much so I may have had to have a second after 
unfortunately missing my bus! As a Good Beer Guide pub and one of our Pubs of Excellence I would 
expect nothing less though from any of the beers or ciders on offer. If you live in Rainford or have 
never visited the Junction before why not join us on the 27 October for a pint at our branch 
meeting/social from 8.00pm. There’s even usually some live music on from 9.00pm. You can easily 
get to the Junction by jumping on the 38 or 38A bus from St Helens town centre.  
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Towards the other end of our branch the Bard and the 
Watch Maker in Prescot have both been accredited as 
LocAle pubs. The Bard has tried to always serve at least 
one locally brewed beer since it opened it doors and its 
now great to see this commitment continued via a 
LocAle accreditation. The Watch Maker is making great 
strides as a Wetherspoons pub in really focussing on 
locally brewed beer as much as possible. As a part of 
the Wetherspoons chain of pubs there are some beers 
that they have to sell but the management and staff at 
the pub are showing a great commitment to the quality 
of their real ale as well as where it is brewed. This is all 

starting to pay off for them with increased sales of cask beer meaning they are able to continue to 
support local breweries. There will be more news coming from the Watch Maker soon as we 
continue to work with them so make sure you keep up with what’s going on in your branch.  
 
Seeing pubs work with and become a central part of their community is always good and it’s 
fantastic to see the Gerard Arms managing to start up its community work once again post covid. 
The staff at the Gerard, led by the manager Mark, have always had a community focus in their work 
and one of the key areas has been their commitment to the dementia café that once again is taking 
place in the pub each week.  
 
We managed to celebrate the success of the Turks Head being awarded the branch Pub of the Year 
and Cider Pub of the Year in September. We also celebrated with Prescot Reform Club as they were 
awarded the branch Club of the Year. Both will now go forward to be judged for the Merseyside Pub 
and Club of the Year. 
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Hopefully I’ll see some of you in the pubs we are visiting for events in October. Now that all the 
Government Covid support schemes are stopping it is more important than ever to support your 
local. 
 
If you know of anything going on in a pub that you think we could promote or there’s a pub out 
there that needs our help let me know by emailing pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk  
 
Cheers 
 
Ian 
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer 
 
 
  
 

 
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s 
Brewing, or if you’re feeling brave, visit the website https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 
 

Forthcoming Events 
As it’s Cider month, here’s what we’ve got going on throughout October in order to celebrate this 
wonderful beverage.  Please note, any persons caught on more than one occasion at any of the 
events listed below, with the wrong drink will have it confiscated and replaced with the correct 
one. 
 
2nd October Part 1 of our Cider Trail.  Town centre pubs.   

3pm starting at the Cricketers 
9th October Part 2 of our Cider Trail.  2pm starting at the Turks 

Head.   For all those who missed it the first time 
around.  Still in the town centre. 

15th October Part 3 of our Cider Trail.  Pubs on the outskirts.  6.30pm 
starting at the Skew Bridge.  Visiting the Beer EnGin, 
Watchmaker and possibly The Bard. 

27th October Part 4 of our Cider Trail at The Junction in Rainford.  
Sample some of their cider they have to offer.  Or join 
our branch meeting at 8pm and sample some cider 
with a few familiar faces. 

30th October Cider tasting at Cricketers Arms in honour of Cider 
Sandy Gavin at 2pm.  Admission by ticket only 

 
 
There is also rumours of a Christmas event being planned for December.  Stay tuned for more 
information.  Sadly this event may not contain as much cider/perry as the ones listed above. 
  

mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
https://wb.camra.org.uk/
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Articles 

More from the Chair 
Here I am again, sharing some more CAMRA open secrets with you. 
We always present all our Good Beer Guide entries with a Certificate of Excellence to show how 
good the branch thinks they are that year. It is great to walk in  a pub and see a certificate displayed 
on the wall telling everyone that CAMRA thinks they are superb and we know from feedback that 
the staff themselves take pride in this and try even harder. 
Not all our pubs can be in the running for Pub of the Year, or even make it into the Good Beer Guide, 
but this doesn’t mean that they are not wonderful in their own right.  
We understand that not all our pubs are free of tie or have the footfall to sell a huge range of real ale 
and ciders but are trying their hardest with limited resources. 
We award Pubs of Merit awards to those pubs who do as much as they can within their remit or are 
tied houses limited in what they are allowed to sell. We also give out Community Pubs certificates to 
those pubs that are serving their local community. We also award other certificates if we think that 
it is deserved. We have given Best Newcomer certificates in the past to new pubs that would not be 
eligible for that year’s scoring. 
If you think it would be good to award Pub of the Season or some other accolade to encourage local 
pubs, please let us know. The committee is here to work on your behalf and to your ideas and don’t 
forget you are part of that process, you can suggest or judge all the time through your beer scores 
and comments to us. 
We love to hear from you about what your local is doing, whether it’s something for the community, 
or promoting real ale or cider in some way. If you can’t attend a meeting to tell us in person, why not 
send info to contact@sthelenscamra.org.uk 
We are here to help promote as many pubs in our area as we can and if you think that your local 
needs a visit or a few words of encouragement let us know. Our Pubs Officer is always willing to 
speak to landlords, managers and owners and, if we can take a trip out to visit, we will. Contact 
pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk  
We are always looking for places to visit so if we can link 2 or more pubs in one area then, great, we 
have a pub crawl. We can do these in the evenings or at weekends and everyone is welcome. 
Sometimes we theme them around say, pubs with beer gardens, or real fires and sometimes we just 
visit as many pubs in one area as we can in one session.. 
Don’t forget, St Helens CAMRA also covers Prescot, and Whiston as well as all areas of St Helens 
including Town Centre, Haydock, Rainford, Clock Face/Sutton, Carr Mill, Thatto Heath/Nutgrove, 
Rainhill and Windle/Eccleston/Eccleston Park. A full list of pubs is usually at the end of each 
newsletter. 
The more members that are our eyes and ears on the ground the better. I would love members to 
adopt their local pub and take responsibility for letting us know what is happening on a regular basis. 
If you think that is something you can do for your local, please let the Pubs Officer know so he can 
collate the information. 
The more information we have, the more effective we can be as a branch and the more help we can 
give to pubs who are currently struggling after the horrendous year they have endured. 
Let’s support each other and also support all our pubs. 
  

mailto:contact@sthelenscamra.org.uk
mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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More Than Enough Fuel In This Tank 
Many of us will be asking ourselves what it was like for our local landlords and landladies during the 
peak of the covid pandemic and how on earth they managed to survive when many of them felt 
beaten down and could see no end in sight. Sadly, many pubs across the country didn’t make it 
through the worst of the pandemic and were forced to close their doors for good. Luckily, in our 
CAMRA branch we had no immediate victims, and it was only thanks to furlough, government 
grants, innovative ways of working (like beer and food deliveries) and of course the ongoing support 
of the punters despite closed doors, that our local real ale pubs survived.  
One person who has experienced all of this in one fell swoop is Leanne Dillon. She took a leap of 
faith and bought the Beer EnGin micropub in Whiston just 10 days before lockdown in March 2020. 
This threw all her plans and expectations wide open, and she knew she needed to get her affairs in 
order quickly to avoid becoming a victim 
of the pandemic.  
“My biggest worry was that the rates 
were in the previous owner's name, so I 
had to get it all changed over really 
quickly,” said Leanne. “Knowsley Council 
licencing and the business rates team 
were just fantastic in helping me get 
everything sorted. Literally the cut off 
dates for the grants was 11 March and I 
bought the pub on 9 March so I just 
about got it all sorted in time and I think 
if it wasn’t for the grants I wouldn’t have 
survived, and we’d have lost the pub.”  
Once all the paperwork was sorted and 
Leanne got the go ahead to do on and off 
sales, she set about building up her real 
ale and craft beer stock and offering 
deliveries and takeaways to people still 
wanting a pint of cask or keg even 
though the pubs were closed.  
“If it wasn’t for the customers we 
wouldn’t still be here,” she said. “I know 
every pub was shut and everyone was 
feeling the effects, but because the Beer 
EnGin was such a big part of people’s lives for the past 5 years they didn’t want it to go anywhere 
cos it’s a real community hotspot here so they did all they could to help me stay afloat.”  
It wasn’t just the pubs who had to change tack during lockdown - the breweries had to change their 
business models and come up with ways to keep themselves afloat too now that their main lifeline 
was no longer there in the volume it was before. They had to brew in smaller batches, offer their 
beers in cans or bottles and keep their deliveries local to those pubs who were offering takeaway.  
“Everyone said I bought the pub at a bad time, but I don’t think I did. I really wanted to do this, and I 
learnt loads along the way.”  
Leanne had never owned a pub before and despite working as a barmaid when she was younger, the 
closest she came to the pub trade was being a regular drinker in the Beer EnGin from the beginning. 
So, she really did have to put all her eggs in one basket and learn on the job. 
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“The biggest thing was having the down time during 
lockdown to learn more about the beers, the 
breweries and build up those relationships with the 
brewers, which I never would have done if I’d have 
had to open the pub as soon as I bought it. 
“I spent time honing those relationships and it was 
mutually beneficial for me because certain 
breweries would ring me and offer me pins for the 
pub when they were racking their beers as they 
know my cellar is small, so I tend to take pins rather 
than kegs to save space. So for me, I wouldn’t have 
those kinds of relationships with the breweries if I 
hadn’t had that time to really work with them and I 
did that all the way through lockdown.”  
Those relationships are what has kept Leanne in business and made the Beer EnGin such a great pub 
since it reopened fully when covid restrictions for pubs were lifted in July 2021. Breweries know 
what beer she wants, and she knows what sells best with her customers. 

“It’s all about listening to what the 
customers want - within reason of course. I 
wanted to make sure that I was catering for 
the customers as well as maintaining those 
good relationships with the breweries. If the 
punters aren’t going to drink the beer, then 
I’m not going to get it in - so I always listen 
to the feedback and take on board what’s 
popular and what’s not. I still want to keep 
the relationships I've built up with the 
breweries and try to showcase their range 
and most of them will do pins for me when I 
don’t have room for kegs.”  

The hard work is not over yet though. The next 12 months will be equally as hard for pubs as they try 
to remain open, build their stock back up and bring back all the things that made us love them so 
much. Ultimately, they need us. The drinkers. The people who have helped them get this far. We are 
needed now more than ever to ensure the future of our pubs and the quality and selection of the 
beer they serve.  
“It’s been hard in a way,” said Leanne “but I’ve enjoyed it. I took a leap of faith and it paid off 
thankfully. But ultimately, if it wasn’t for the loyalty of the customers supporting me all the way 
through lockdown, we wouldn’t have survived.  
“The customers have made it. They’re the ones that have kept the pub afloat and so I’m here for 
them.”  
 

 

 
 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via 
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk 
  
 
 

mailto:newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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Next Committee Meeting 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th October at Sefton Arms at 8pm. 
Please note this will be a closed meeting due to a new committee being formed following our 
recent AGM. 
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members 
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve 
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 27th October at The Junction (Rainford) at 8pm. 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival 
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour 
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or 
cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food 
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at 
http://www.camra.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the 
Good Beer Guide. 
  

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 The Abbey 

 Connoisseur Brewery & 

Tasting Rooms (temporarily 

suspended) 

CD CP 

 The Cowley Vaults 

CD CP L 

 Cricketers Arms 

CD CP 

 Eccleston Arms 

 The George 

CD 

 Gerard Arms 

CD 

 Glass House 

CP CV 

 The Lamb 

CP 

 Market Tavern 

CV 

 The News Room 

CD 

 New Talbot Alehouse 

CP 

 Running Horses 

CV 

 The Sefton 

CD CV 

 Turks Head 

CD CP L 

 

Carr Mill 
 Boathouse 

 The Carr Mill 

 Haresfinch Sports & Social 

Club (By request only) 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Boar’s Head 

 Bull and Dog 

 Glass Horse 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Wheatsheaf 

Haydock 
 Lymewood Farm 

 Owls Nest 

Prescot 
 The Bard 

CP 

 The Clock Face 

 Dean’s House 

 Old Mill 

 Prescot Cables Football Club 

 Prescot Reform Club 

 Royal Oak 

 Sun Inn 

 Watchmaker 

CP CV 

Rainford & Crank 
 Bottle and Glass 

 The Colliers Arms 

 The Derby Arms 

 Eagle and Child 

 Game Bird 

 The Junction 

CP 

 Rainford Labour Club 

 The Red Cat 

 The Star 

Rainhill 
 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Commercial 

CV 

 Manor Farm 

 Rainhill Recreation Club 

 Ship 

 Skew Bridge 

CP 

Eccleston / Eccleston Park 
 Grapes Hotel 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Stanley Arms 

 The Wellington 

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove 
 Brown Edge 

 The Elephant 

 The York 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin 

CP 

 

CD CAMRA Discount available CP Serving real cider and/or perry 

CV CAMRA Vouchers accepted here L Loyalty Card scheme in operation 

 

https://whatpub.com/

