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News From The Branch  
It's official, our newsletter rocks! 
Well, maybe that's going a little too far, but over the past month or so the newsletter has been 
getting some high praise from various people. Not that we're letting any of this go to our heads. 
We'll give ourselves a nice pat on the back and carry on doing what we have always done. 
 
Cheers everyone! 
 

Passionate about real cider and perry? 
As you know we love cider and perry in our branch. And with the recent passing of our long standing 
Cider Rep Sandy Gavin, it seems we are in need of a replacement. There are many known people 
within our branch and on the committee that enjoy real cider and perry, but none feel confident or 
knowledgeable enough to promote it properly and indeed passionately. That is why we are throwing 
it open to the wider community of our branch, as we need your help.  
Hours are to suit but it’s anticipated you’d spend around 2 hours a month minimum, possibly more 
at key times of the year (e.g. In the lead up to October Cider & Perry month).  
You would be a key branch representative and become the resident expert on all things cider and 
perry related. You would be supported by other committee members, and have national CAMRA 
resources available to you. Our committee meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month and the 
branch meets on the 4th Wednesday. Both are held in a pub/club within the branch area and usually 
start at 8pm. 
So do you think you could encourage more pubs in our area to sell this specific range of drinks? 
If you think you have what it takes to promote the wonderful range of drinks that apples and pears 
have to offer then please get in touch for more information. 
 

Pubs Officer News 
What a busy month October was. We managed to get round to all our real cider pubs and hold our 
long-delayed AGM in one of the clubs in our area. 
 
The Windle is under new management and has now reopened following a short 
closure. Mel and Paul who are now running the pub are aiming to put it back in 
the centre of their community and offer great place to grab a pint, a bite to eat 
and catch-up with friends. Real ale will be returning to the bar so please call in 
and let them know what you would like to see. There’s live music on a Friday night 
so check their Facebook page for the latest information. 
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The Haydock Reading Rooms has a new steward and has seen the return of real ale to the bar. Nigel 
(Steward) is hopeful that they will be able to expand the selection on offer if supported by the local 
community. Haydock is a bit of a desert in terms of real ale with not many places offering it so please 
support the Reading Rooms if you can. Nigel is also keen to work with local breweries and receive 
LocAle accreditation. 
The Manor Farm in Rainhill is under new management and they are trying hard to make a success of 
the pub. The management has changed several times over the last 3 years so hopefully Dave 
(General Manager) and his team will be able to bring a bit of stability. They offer 3 real ales via hand 
pulls plus real ale in bottles and a wide selection of pub food. If you live in Rainhill or are in the area 
why not call in to show your support and I am sure they will be glad of any feedback. 
 
If you’re looking for something a bit different to get your real ale loving 
friends for Christmas, then the Beer EnGin at Whiston may have the 
answer. Leanne is putting together hampers that can be suited to the 
person’s taste and your budget. They can include beer, wine, cider, 
miniature gins, rums, vodka, and snacks. If you would like to order one or 
to find out more drop the Beer EnGin a message via Facebook or Twitter. 
Even better why not call in to chat it through with Leanne and have one of 
the real ales on offer while you make your mind up. 
 

Just a reminder when you are out and about to score your 
real ale via www.whatpub.com or the Good Beer Guide 
App. If you are not sure how to or would like us to submit 
your scores for you get in touch. We are coming up to the 
time of year when we look at all the scores submitted to 
help pull together the shortlist for the Pub of the Year and 
Club of the Year competitions. We will then be asking you 
to go out and score the shortlisted pubs early next year to 
decide the overall winners for our branch. 

 
If you know of anything going on in a pub that you think we could promote or there’s a pub out 
there that needs our help let me know by emailing pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk  
 
Next month sees us venture into Wigan to explore some of their real ale pubs for our Christmas trip 
on 12 December. If I don’t see you before, I look forward to seeing you then. 
 
Cheers 
 
Ian 
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s 
Brewing, which is now only available online at https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 
  

http://www.whatpub.com/
mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
https://wb.camra.org.uk/
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Forthcoming Events 
 
Wow! 
Starting on 4th November, every Thursday to Sunday all year round there 
will be 23 cask ales available in the pub. There will also be a range of 
barm cakes with a choice of fillings and the ever popular Burchall’s pies 
on sale. Plus the possibility of stone baked pizza at some point in the 
future. What more could you ask for from a great early build up to the 
weekend. 
Howzat! 

 

 

Christmas Social – Sunday 12th December 
This year we’ll be spending our time wandering around the pubs of Wigan. 
Meeting at St. Helens Central train station for 11:30 aiming to catch the 11:42 train. 
For all those of you wishing to grab a breakfast or a bite to eat beforehand, people can meet up at 
the Glass House from 10am onwards.   
 

Articles 

A Trail of Cider 

From 2nd to 27th October 
By Chris Simm 
 
Our cider trail started on 2nd October and was open to all wishing to attend. It was also repeated on 
the following Saturday, so that may or may not explain why there was only myself, our pubs officer 
and our branch chair in attendance. Bearing in mind the three of us knew full well that we'd be back 
the following week. Anyway, undeterred by this we decided to proceed as planned. We met in the 
Cricketers Arms at 3pm and sampled some of their cider they had on offer. There was plenty to 
choose from, but the cider we drank came mainly from Seacider and Dunham Press. Seacider 
Hardcore and Dunham Press Streaker, which are both at the medium to dry end of the scale.   
As there were only three of us we decided to veer off course slightly and give the Glass House a try. 
A Wetherspoons pub that in the past has had some very good ciders and perrys available. Sadly not 
on this particular day though. So a quick Black Dragon later and we were on to our next destination, 
which happened to be the newly opened Lamb. 
We received a very warm welcome from the owners Julia and Gaz upon 
arrival. Gaz may get recognised as a look-a-like for some famous rock 
musicians, and it would be nice to think that some of them may or may not 
be moonlighting in a pub in our town, but for the purposes of our cider trail 
he was simply playing the perfect host. We also got to sample some of their 
homemade scouse which appears on their menu. And very nice it was. A 
good selection of Rosie's cider on the bar, resulting in Wicked Wasp and 
Black Bart being ordered.  
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So from the Lamb it was off down Duke Street toward the New Talbot Alehouse, which have a good 
selection from Seacider. Having already sampled a few of their offerings at various other events and 
what not, we all decided on Marmalade. Unusual maybe, but one that I think we knew we hadn't 
tried before. We realised that time was of the essence as the pub was due to go into full on party 
mode within the hour, but we still had enough time to finish our drinks and have a chat with the very 
engaging landlady Chloe. 

So then it was on to our final pub of the day the Turks Head. They had a 
variety of ciders on the bar, sampling a few before it was time to head 
for home. A real mixed bag, with the standout one being Farmer Jim’s 
Apple Red. A quite sweet but very strong cider.  
With only a week between trips around the town, the cider offerings in 
the pubs we were going to visit was not going to be vastly different from 
the previous week. This time we met up in the Turks Head at 2pm (9th 
October), with a few more people joining the party. There were six of us 
in total, five drinking members of the group and one very obvious non-
drinking member. The popular choice for the group being Thundering 
Molly from Celtic Marches. So after waiting around for anybody else to 

turn up, including myself, we decided to head down to the New Talbot. This time an elderflower 
cider was discovered, again from Seacider. Weighing in at around 4%, it was quite a refreshing drink. 
It was at this point that we lost three of our members, so the remaining three of us headed off 
towards the Lamb, bumping into more people there while enjoying the comforts the pub had to 
offer. Really comfy seating in the more rock oriented side of the pub. Plus this time we got to sample 
some of their homemade curry off the menu. There were six of us enjoying this, and if you like your 
curry with a bit of a kick it’s definitely worth having. A good selection of ciders were available on the 
bar. Three in total, and I believe there was a Wilkins cider lurking behind the bar somewhere. It was 
on the dry side so not for the faint hearted. That was certainly my drink of choice for this 
establishment. 
Upon leaving the Lamb we split again, so the remaining four decided to head off to the final 
destination of the Cricketers Arms. By the time we got there, the rugby league grand final was 
already in full flow, with lots of people enjoying it on 
the many screens dotted around the pub. As we were 
there to simply drink cider and chat amongst ourselves, 
we headed for the seats situated at the top of the car 
park. Again a good selection of ciders were available, 
but like before it was the selection from Seacider and 
Dunham Press that took our fancy. And with Saints 
coming out on top in the grand final it was a cracking 
end to the day's activities. 
 
On 15th October we decided to head out to some of our fringe cider pubs, starting off at the Skew 
Bridge Alehouse in Rainhill. With a good selection of Rosie's cider on the board it was hard to go 
wrong with your selection. As it was a Friday evening and rather busy inside the pub, we were 
confined to the seating outside. Luckily branch chair Gillian had commandeered one of the benches 
available before people started to arrive. It wasn't the warmest of evenings to be sat outside, but 
conversation flowed and cider was drunk while we waited for others to arrive. A grand total of eight 
of us, all ready to head off to the next destination. Which was just as well really, as given how long 
we were sat outside we almost lost our chair to hyperthermia. Thankfully that didn't happen, so we 
headed for the train station and the next train to take us to Whiston, where we would find the small 
but very enjoyable, did I also mention welcoming, Beer Engin.   
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So after discovering the list of ciders available (there were a few), we placed our orders with 
landlady Leanne. Most people actually got what they ordered, but one person who shall remain 
nameless got a little confused with what was in what glass, so two people for a brief period ended 
up drinking the wrong drink. An easy mistake for myself to make, ahem... I mean someone to make. 
We were told by Leanne of an interesting cider next in line to appear on the bar, but despite our 
best efforts it didn't make an appearance. Probably because there was a much more pressing matter 
to deal with, getting a taxi, as they seemed to be taking an age to turn up. But it did give Gillian 
suitable time to thaw out. 

Anyway they finally turned up , so we were on our way to our next 
destination which was The Bard in Prescot. There were three ciders 
available here, two from Lilly's and one from Celtic Marches - Thundering 
Molly. The conversation still in full flow as we finished our ciders. 
Still intact as a group, all eight of us headed to our final destination of the 
evening the Watchmaker. Yes it might be a Wetherspoons pub, but it's a 
Wetherspoons pub that bats way above its station. We could also use our 

vouchers in here. So we placed our orders and found a suitably sized 
table that could just about accommodate all eight of us. Word must 
have travelled around the pub that we were in and on our cider trail, 
as we were welcomed warmly by Jess, one of the managers, after 
seating ourselves. We were also treated to a final round of ciders on 
the house. 
Still nowhere near the witching hour, we still had time to jump on a 
bus to take us in the direction of home. A very enjoyable evening out 
it’s safe to say. 
Our final pub left to visit was left to our branch meeting, which we had on 27th October. This was of 
course The Junction in Rainford. Two ciders were available on the bar, both from Gwynt y Ddraig, 
Happy Daze which is pretty much a regular on the bar and Black Dragon. 
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Cider Tasting (An event for Sandy) 
Saturday 30th October saw our final event of Cider and Perry month. It was an exclusive cider tasting 
event held in the Boundary Bar at the Cricketers Arms and a celebration of all things apples and 
pears.  

This was a really popular event with around 25 CAMRA (and non CAMRA) 
members coming from far and wide to learn about cider, but also to raise a 
glass to our former Cider Rep, Sandy, who we sadly lost this summer. People 
wanted to pay their respects to him and what a better way than drinking 
cider and listening to a guided talk on the production process.  
Head cider producer at Dunham Press, Chris Hewitt, kindly gave his time to 
come and assist with the cider 
tasting. Everyone who bought a 
ticket for the event was treated 
to 9 thirds of a pint of various 
ciders and perry’s (including 

Chris’s own Dunham Press productions) and finished 
the event off with a pint of their favourite. Chris 
explained how the cider is fermented, the difference 
in ABV throughout the process, how the different mix 
of flavours come about and what constitutes a ‘real’ 
cider or perry.  
This invoked a lively discussion amongst some as 
CAMRA recently released their definition of a real 
cider and their slogan ‘not from concentrate’.  
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/what-
are-real-cider-perry/ 
Luckily, Dunham Press are purists and the cider and 
perry they produce are purely from the fruit – they 
don’t add any other artificial flavours or colours to their cider.   
There was food provided for everyone, lively chat and discussion and someone even walked away 
with £10 for guessing how many bottle caps there were in a pickle jar! For those who missed it, you 
missed a cracking afternoon of learning, laughter and libation! Not to fear though, we have plenty of 
events throughout the year that are open to all CAMRA members. We are looking to take a trip to 
Dunham Press next spring to see how the cider is made – and even have a go at blending ourselves. 
So keep an eye on our newsletters and social media channels to find out more. 
 

 

 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via 
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/what-are-real-cider-perry/
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/what-are-real-cider-perry/
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Next Committee Meeting 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th January at TBC at 8pm. 
 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members 
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve 
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 24th November at The Watchmaker at 8pm. 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival 
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour 
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or 
cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food 
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at 
http://www.camra.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the 
Good Beer Guide. 
  

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 The Abbey 

 Connoisseur Brewery & 

Tasting Rooms (temporarily 

suspended) 

CD CP 

 The Cowley Vaults 

CD CP L 

 Cricketers Arms 

CD CP 

 Eccleston Arms 

 The George 

CD 

 Gerard Arms 

CD 

 Glass House 

CP CV 

 The Lamb 

CD 

 Market Tavern 

CV 

 The News Room 

CD 

 New Talbot Alehouse 

CD CP 

 Running Horses 

CV 

 The Sefton 

CD CV 

 Turks Head 

CD CP L 

 

Carr Mill 
 Boathouse 

 The Carr Mill 

 Haresfinch Sports & Social 

Club (By request only) 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Boar’s Head 

 Bull and Dog 

 Glass Horse 

 Micklehead Green 

 Vulcan 

 Wheatsheaf 

Haydock 
 Lymewood Farm 

 Owls Nest 

Prescot 
 The Bard 

CP 

 The Clock Face 

 Dean’s House 

 Old Mill 

 Prescot Cables Football Club 

 Prescot Reform Club 

 Royal Oak 

 Sun Inn 

 Watchmaker 

CP CV 

Rainford & Crank 
 Bottle and Glass 

 The Colliers Arms 

 The Derby Arms 

 Eagle and Child 

 Game Bird 

 The Junction 

CP 

 Rainford Labour Club 

 The Red Cat 

 The Star 

Rainhill 
 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Commercial 

CV 

 Manor Farm 

 Rainhill Recreation Club 

 Ship 

 Skew Bridge 

CP 

Eccleston / Eccleston Park 
 Grapes Hotel 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Stanley Arms 

 The Wellington 

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove 
 Brown Edge 

 The Elephant 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin 

CP 

 

CD CAMRA Discount available CP Serving real cider and/or perry 

CV CAMRA Vouchers accepted here L Loyalty Card scheme in operation 

 

https://whatpub.com/

