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News From The Branch  
Okay, so we've checked the calendar, and apparently it seems we've missed January. It has not been 
the easiest of starts to the new year at branch HQ for numerous reasons, but thankfully we now 
seem to be back on our feet and ready to go. 
Please remember good people of our branch to pay attention to any guidelines that may still remain, 
and also use a bit of good old fashioned common sense when visiting some of our wonderful pubs. 
There is now even more reason to visit our wonderful pubs as February is officially Stout month. 
Now there’s a challenge. Can you drink only the darkest of beers for the entire month? 
That’s a tough ask, even for most. So let’s just keep things simple. If you see a stout on at the bar, 
why not give it a go. You never know, you might like it. 
And don’t forget about our pub of the year competition. Pick up a form from any of the participating 
pubs and off you go. 
 
Cheers 
 

The Editor 

 

Pubs Officer News 

Pub of the Year and Club of the Year  

The main news this month is that it’s that time of year again when CAMRA members in St Helens 
and our surrounding districts get to decide on which is the best real ale pub in our branch and who 
deserves the accolade for the best club. As well as those two awards, there’s also our Cider Pub of 
the Year and Community Pubs Awards, but more about those later.  
Eight local establishments have been shortlisted for St Helens CAMRA Pub of the Year award and five 
local clubs have been shortlisted for Club of the Year. So, it’s now down to you to come out and vote 
for who you think deserves the accolades for 2022. 

  
Those shortlisted for Pub of the Year are: The Beer EnGin (Whiston), Cricketers 
Arms (Town Centre), The Junction (Rainford), New Talbot Alehouse (Town 
Centre), The Sefton (Town Centre), Skew Bridge Alehouse (Rainhill), Turks Head 
(Town Centre), The Watch Maker (Prescot). 
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Those shortlisted for Club of the Year are: Haydock Reading Room, Prescot 
Cables Football Club, Prescot Reform Club, Rainford Labour Club, Rainhill 
Recreation Club. 
 
The St Helens CAMRA Pub of the Year and Club of the Year can be voted for by 
all CAMRA members registered with the branch. The pubs that made the cut 

were shortlisted based on ‘WhatPub’ scoring - which is carried out by any CAMRA member visiting 
pubs during the year.  
Out of the 70 pubs listed by St Helens CAMRA, the eight shortlisted are those with the best 
accumulated scores throughout the year – where people visiting those pubs have scored the beer 
they are drinking. Any club that meets the criteria set out by CAMRA nationally, has been included in 
the Club of the Year competition. I’d encourage anyone who is a member to get out there and vote.  
It’s the first time since the national lockdown that you have been able to go and visit pubs and clubs 
and vote on which you think deserves to be crowned CAMRA Pub of the Year and Club of the Year. 
The only way a pub can win this award is if people who drink there score the beers regularly on 
‘WhatPub’ and then take part in the final scoring for Pub of the Year and visit each pub on the 
shortlist. Given the last few difficult years for the pub industry, it’s vital that people get out there 
and support our pubs and clubs to make sure they continue being a focus in the community for years 
to come. 
The scoring forms are available to download online, or available at any of the shortlisted pubs or 
clubs.  
All venues need to be scored to make them eligible for consideration for Pub of the Year and Club of 
the Year. Once all venues have been visited and scored, for the Pub of the Year competition, you can 
drop your form into the box provided at the final pub they visit. Alternatively, you can return it via 
email (poty@sthelenscamra.org.uk) or hand in in person at the closed committee meeting on 9th 
March at The Gerard. Club of the Year forms should be emailed or handed in in person at the 
committee meeting.  
We need you to visit each pub on the shortlist and score it out of 10 for eight areas:  

 quality and condition of real ale 

 Promotion and knowledge of real ale 

 Cleanliness and staff hygiene 

 Service, welcome and offering 

 Style, décor and furnishings 

 Community focus and atmosphere 

 Sympathy with CAMRA’s aims 

 Overall impression and value 
 
The quality of ale and cider score is weighted so that it counts as 'double' compared to the other 
scores. These are then all counted and compiled to decide the Pub of the Year and Club of the Year 
for St Helens and Districts CAMRA area. This is also the first step in the shortlisting process that 
ultimately leads to CAMRA National Pub of the Year selection. 
Cider Pub of the Year and Community Pub Awards 
I mentioned at the start of this article that I would come back to the Cider Pub of the Year and 
Community Pub Awards as this year we are doing things a little differently.  
CAMRA has updated its definition of real ciders meaning with the big emphasis being on real cider 
not being made from concentrate. Most people assume this means making cider from concentrated 
apple juice which in part it does. Some ‘cider’ producers though use techniques to produce ciders 
with artificially high ABVs which are then diluted to make the product that they then sell in pubs. 
This is how the artificially fizzy ciders are made and also how some ciders marketed as traditional are 
produced.  

mailto:poty@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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As a result of this change to definition we want to make sure that those pubs that are working hard 
to make sure real cider is still available in our area are judged correctly on the ciders they sell (i.e. 
that if you are judging it you know you are drinking a real cider). We would like volunteers to judge 
our shortlisted cider pubs and we will help them to identify the real ciders available. If it is 
something you would like to get involved in email pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk as soon as 
possible so we can get things started. The pubs shortlisted for the branch Cider Pub of the Year are: 
Beer EnGin, Cricketers Arms, New Talbot Alehouse, Skew Bridge Alehouse and the Turks Head. 
 
For the Community Pub Awards we are asking you to nominate real ale pubs that you think deserve 
recognition for the work they do in their community. To nominate a real ale pub email your name, 
membership number, pub name and a brief description of why you think they deserve a CAMRA 
Community Pub Award to pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk, alternatively you can nominate a pub 
at either a committee or branch meeting before the 9 March deadline. 
Now it’s over to you to get out and score the clubs and pubs shortlisted and together with our other 
members decide who will win the awards. 
Cheers 
Ian 
Pubs Officer 
 
 
 
 
For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s 
Brewing, which is now only available online at https://wb.camra.org.uk/ . 
 

Forthcoming Events 

For all types of events, for the time being please keep an eye on our social media channels. 

  

mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
mailto:pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
https://wb.camra.org.uk/
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Articles 

Christmas Social 

 
The Pubs we visited on our Christmas social were: 
 
Wigan Central   https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/16888/wigan-central-wigan 
The Swan & Railway  https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/1811/swan-railway-wigan 
The Anvil   https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/1832/anvil-wigan 
The Raven   https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/1829/raven-wigan 
Tap 'N' Barrel   https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/16890/tap-n-barrel-wigan 
The Tudor House  https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/1835/tudor-house-hotel-wigan 

 
 

A good selection of ales were available in each pub visited, so we always found something to drink. 
(Please note that Christmas jumpers were optional. Although, as you will probably see, highly recommended) 

 
The plan was to meet at St Helens Central for 11:30 to get the 11:42 
train. Sadly that didn't happen as the train got cancelled somewhere 
along its journey. So we all met up an hour later to catch the next one. 
Upon arrival, it was straight to Wigan Central 
for a pint and to formulate a plan of action. 
The result lead us to a nearby pub called The 
Swan & Railway as there were still one or 
two people we needed to collect. Once our 
party was complete it was then time to leave 

and head towards The Anvil, where we had to compete with a football 
match. Of course we only found this out when we walked in, but there was still enough room 
available in the pub to accommodate our party. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/16888/wigan-central-wigan
https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/1811/swan-railway-wigan
https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/1832/anvil-wigan
https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/1829/raven-wigan
https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/16890/tap-n-barrel-wigan
https://whatpub.com/pubs/LAS/1835/tudor-house-hotel-wigan
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The next pub on the list was The Raven. We met up with some more people in here and also enjoyed 
some hot bar snacks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was then on to The Tap N Barrel. Live music was in full flow by the time 
we had got there, but we did leave some members behind, as for some 
the last bell had rung and it was time to head for home.  There was 
limited space, but we managed to squeeze ourselves in and have a drink, 
while soaking up the atmosphere. 
 

The hour was beginning to get late so it was time to 
find the Tudor House. So the remaining six of us piled 
in and found a table. A round of drinks later and it 
was decision time for all of us. Two members decided to move on and the 
remaining 4 headed back toward Wigan Central for one last drink, some 
interesting bar snacks and also to keep an eye on the trains.  That didn't work 
out exactly as planned, as various trains were either missed or cancelled.  A taxi 
saved the day and put an end to what was a brilliant Christmas social around 
Wigan. 

 
 
 
 

Prescot’s links to Shakespeare further cemented with the launch of a real 
ale in his name 
 
Sheena Pyper-Mann, General Manager at The Watch Maker said: 
“It’s great being able to celebrate our 10th birthday by launching our 
own house ale and thanks to Peerless for doing this for us. The 
inspiration behind the beer is the links Prescot has to William 
Shakespeare. We have the new Shakespeare North Playhouse theatre 
opening soon in the town and of course the wonderful Imaginarium 
theatre company who are an associate company of the North 
Playhouse. So, we hope it will draw people to the area and obviously 
to come and have a drink with us at the Watch Maker.” 
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The Watch Maker in Prescot has teamed up with Peerless Brewing to 
launch their own ‘house ale’ to commemorate the towns links with William 
Shakespeare. ‘ShakesBEER’ was launched on Friday 17 December and was 
on offer to punters for just 99p a pint. 
The JD Wetherspoons pub is also celebrating its 10th year of being part of 
the lively food and drink scene in Prescot, so what better way to mark the 
anniversary than to have a beer brewed especially for the pub. If you 
haven't been already, it's definitely worth a visit. It's also now one of our 
shortlisted pubs for our pub of the year competition and LocAle accredited. 
How many more excuses do you need?  
Seriously though, if you find yourself in the area then it's definitely a pub 
worth visiting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via 
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk 
  
 
  

mailto:newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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Next Committee Meeting 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th March at Gerard Arms at 8pm. 

Please be aware that this is a closed meeting. Committee members only. 
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members 
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve 
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote. 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday 23rd February at Cricketers Arms at 8pm. 
 
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival 
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour 
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale. 
 

 

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer:- 

 It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or 
cider/perry) 

 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food 
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety 

 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV 

 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life 
 

If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at 
http://www.camra.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area 
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it! 
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the 
Good Beer Guide. 
  

Town Centre & 

Surrounding Area 
 The Abbey 

 Connoisseur Brewery & 

Tasting Rooms 

CD CP 

 The Cowley Vaults 

CD CP L 

 Cricketers Arms 

CD CP 

 Eccleston Arms 

 The George 

CD 

 Gerard Arms 

CD 

 Glass House 

CP CV 

 The Lamb 

CD 

 Market Tavern 

CV 

 The News Room 

CD 

 New Talbot Alehouse 

CP CD 

 The Sefton 

CD CV 

 Turks Head 

CD CP L 

 

 

Carr Mill 
 Boathouse 

 The Carr Mill 

 Haresfinch Sports & Social 

Club (By request only) 

Clock Face / Sutton 
 Boar’s Head 

 Bull and Dog 

 Glass Horse 

Haydock 
 Lymewood Farm 

Prescot 
 The Bard 

CP 

 The Clock Face 

 Dean’s House 

 Old Mill 

 Prescot Cables Football Club 

 Prescot Reform Club 

 Royal Oak 

 Sun Inn 

 Watch Maker 

CP CV 

Rainford & Crank 
 Bottle and Glass 

 The Colliers Arms 

 The Derby Arms 

 Eagle and Child 

 Game Bird 

 The Junction 

CP 

 Rainford Labour Club 

 The Red Cat 

 The Star 

Rainhill 
 Black Horse 

 Coach and Horses 

 Commercial 

CV 

 Manor Farm 

 Rainhill Recreation Club 

 Ship 

 Skew Bridge 

CP 

Eccleston / Eccleston Park 
 Grapes Hotel 

 The Griffin 

 Seven Stars 

 Stanley Arms 

 The Wellington 

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove 
 The Elephant 

Whiston 
 Beer EnGin 

CP 

 

CD CAMRA Discount available CP Serving real cider and/or perry 

CV CAMRA Vouchers accepted here L Loyalty Card scheme in operation 

 

https://whatpub.com/

