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News From The Branch
Welcome to April, the month of our AGM. Has it really been 12 months since our last one?
Well no, not exactly. Our last AGM was held in October of last year, as it was the first available
opportunity to have one as a branch as things began to re-open and function with a little more
normality than we'd been used to. And not wishing to take our AGM away from our preferred month
of April, we've decided to reset the clock, so all future AGMs can continue as they have normally
done. The venue hasn't changed as it it still the Recreation Club in Rainhill. The date for the meeting
is the 13th with an 8pm start. Please make sure you bring your CAMRA card with you.

Branch Awards
As most of you will be aware by now, we have our winners for our Pub, Club and Cider Pub of the
year competition. But the awards don’t just stop there, as there are many more pubs deserving of an
award in our branch area. Listed below are our awards for this year. And if you find yourself not
having visited any one of these pubs, why not pop in and give them a try. You could even score your
beer while doing so.

Award

Pub(s) / Club(s)

Pub of the Year
Club of the Year
Cider Pub of the Year

Beer EnGin, Whiston
Prescot Reform Club
Turks Head
Cricketers Arms
Junction, Rainford
New Talbot Alehouse
Skew Bridge Alehouse, Rainhill
Turks Head
Sefton
Watch Maker, Prescot
Cowley Vaults
Newsroom
Bard, Prescot
George
Prescot Cables Football Club
Haydock Reading Room
Rainford Labour Club

Pub of Excellence

Community Pub

Committed to Cask

St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter

1

Pubs Officer News
It has been a busy time since the last newsletter. The Royal Alfred is under new management and
should reopen in the near future with a number of casks ales available. Watch out for more details
and call in for one when it reopens.
The Watchmaker in Prescot is featured in the Spring edition of Wetherspoons in-house magazine for
the launch of their house real ale brewed by Peerless Brewing. They are also organising a pub crawl
coach trip to Wales on 7 May, call in to the pub to find out more. You can check what beers are
available in the Watchmaker before you even leave your house by checking their beer board on
www.realalefinder.com The Skew Bridge Ale House also has a beer board on Real Ale Finder so
why not follow them as well.
The Boathouse at Car Mill Dam has reopened following a refurbishment. They open for breakfast
making it a great spot to call into if you are having a morning walk, even better they are dog friendly
so your 4 legged friend can also join you.
The Cricketers Arms CrickFest restarts this month after a short break so watch out for which beers
will be available for the weekend and make sure you call in for a pint.
With over 70 real ale pubs in our branch area its hard to keep track of all the goings on and who
would benefit most from our support. Its been really useful to receive updates from a member in
Rainford who has been letting us know what is going on and the quality of the ale at each pub or
club. Without this kind of help it is impossible for us to effectively support our pubs. If you visit pubs
in your area and are able to help in this way please email pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
Finally, CAMRA’s Summer of Pub returns this year from 2 May to 29
August. We will be planning things as a branch to encourage people
to visit the pub but if you run or are involved in a pub and are
planning events between these dates then let us know. We can
help to publicise them, get them on the CAMRA website and give
you Summer of Pub logos and assets to use. Email
pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk for more information.
If you know of anything going on in a pub that you think we could
promote or there’s a pub out there that needs our help let me know by emailing
pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
Cheers
Ian
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer

For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s
Brewing, which is available online at https://wb.camra.org.uk/
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Forthcoming Events
Saturday 14th May
Meeting at the Turks Head for a bacon butty, we'll be heading for
Dunham Press Cider farm at 11.00am.
Upon arrival there'll be a tour of the orchard and press where we can
see how real cider is produced, sample some cider at the various
stages of production and chat to the team. The bar will be open for
more cider sampling and pizza will be available for those wanting a
bite to eat.
We're then heading off to the award winning Chapter Brewing
brewery and tap for a tour of their premises. We'll also get the
opportunity to try some of their beers (a mix of cask and keg), and
chat to their team. Their brewery tap is also Halton CAMRA's Pub of
the Year for 2022. We will be returning to the Turks Head for about
7.00pm. Should be a great day out and not to be missed.
Tickets are limited and on a first come first served basis. You can purchase tickets online via our
website in the Events tab, at one of our gatherings or email pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk for
more information.

Branch AGM
The meeting will be held at our usual venue Rainhill Recreation Club on 13th April at 8pm prompt.
All members are welcome.

Articles
Wigan Beer Festival
Always a great festival to attend, when February ends and March begins, you know it's time to start
thinking about Wigan and the venue that is Robin Park Sports and Tennis Centre. Such a long time
between festival drinks, it was good to see it back on the calendar for 2022.
Saturday afternoon was the session we were aiming for, so it was simply a case of see you when you
get there. Let's face it, we are an unmissable bunch, so we weren't going to lose anybody. Not
intentionally anyway.
It was good to see so many people there in the sports hall. A lot of familiar faces as well. And while
certain ales and ciders may have ran out, there was still a good selection available to suit most
people’s tastes. With a good mix of chit chat and musical entertainment over all the sessions, it's
easy to see why this festival is so popular.
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Aren’t we a lovely looking bunch

Paul Tallon (and branch chair), getting the party started

Meeting old friends

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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Next Committee Meeting
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday at 8pm.
No committee meeting this month due to our AGM
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote.

Next Branch Meeting
The next Branch meeting will be held on Wednesday at 8pm.
No branch meeting this month due to our AGM
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer: It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or
cider/perry)
 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety
 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV
 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life
If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at
http://www.camra.org.uk
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it!
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the
Good Beer Guide.

Town Centre &
Surrounding Area
















Carr Mill

The Abbey
Connoisseur Brewery &
Tasting Rooms
(Temporarily Suspended)
The Cowley Vaults
CD CP L
Cricketers Arms
CD CP
Eccleston Arms
The George
CD
Gerard Arms
CD
Glass House
CP CV
The Lamb
Market Tavern
CV
The News Room
CD
New Talbot Alehouse
CD
The Sefton
CD CV L
Turks Head
CD CP L

CD
CV





Boathouse
The Carr Mill
Haresfinch Sports & Social
Club (By request only)

Clock Face / Sutton




Boar’s Head
Bull and Dog
Glass Horse

Lymewood Farm

Prescot










The Bard
CP
The Clock Face
Dean’s House
Old Mill
Prescot Cables Football Club
Prescot Reform Club
Royal Oak
Sun Inn
Watchmaker
CP CV

Bottle and Glass
The Colliers Arms
The Derby Arms
Eagle and Child

CAMRA Discount available
CAMRA Vouchers accepted here

St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter

CP
L

Game Bird
The Junction
CP
Rainford Labour Club
The Red Cat
The Star

Rainhill






Black Horse
Coach and Horses
Commercial
CV
Manor Farm
Rainhill Recreation Club
Ship
Skew Bridge
CP

Eccleston / Eccleston Park






Grapes Hotel
The Griffin
Seven Stars
Stanley Arms
The Wellington

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove


Rainford & Crank













Haydock





The Elephant

Whiston


Beer EnGin
CP

Serving real cider and/or perry
Loyalty Card scheme in operation
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