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News From The Branch
Welcome to Summer
... of Pub, and our June newsletter.
Although I’m not quite sure why Springwatch is still on the TV. Maybe they know something we
don’t. Are the animals plotting?
Anyway, we’d never get on with things if we spent all day worrying about that.
There’s lots of things happening in the coming weeks and lots of things in the pipeline. Hopefully
we’ll be able to tell you about at some stage. It could be a very busy summer.
And we’ll be presenting more awards to some of our fantastic pubs and clubs as the weeks and
months go by. Keep an eye out for the photos across all our channels, including this one.

Pubs Officer News
CAMRA’s Summer of Pub is now well under way with many pubs
looking to hold events to encourage you to come along and support
them for what should hopefully feel like a fairly ‘normal’ British
summer. If you run or are involved in a pub and are planning over
the summer then let us know. We can help to publicise them, get
them on the CAMRA website and give you Summer of Pub logos
and assets to use. Email pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk for
more information.

West Park Rugby Club have now been added to WhatPub as one of the real ale clubs in our area.
They regularly have one hand pull available which is usually Wainwright Golden Beer. This year is
also their 75th Anniversary and as part of their celebrations they are hosting a Beer and Gin festival
on the 23rd and 24 June. Tickets start at £5.50 including a souvenir glass and your first drink. We will
be holding our Branch Social meeting there on the Thursday so why not grab a ticket and join us.
Some of the beers on offer include Dizzy Blonde, Hop Head and Rev James. Tickets are available
from: https://west-park-rfc.square.site/
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We should have 2 pubs reopening in the near future which are well
worth a visit. The first is the Royal Alfred near to St Helens Central train
station. This will be reopening with 5 hand pulls and hopefully should
be a great place to call in when you are on that side of town. The
second is the Wheatsheaf on Westfield Street. This is being taken over
by Liverpool Brewing Company who are aiming to give it a traditional
real ale pub feel. We called into the Sanctuary Bar in Liverpool to get a
feel for the kind of pub they run and were very impressed. We’re
organising a trip to some of the pubs in Warrington on 16 July including
the Lower Angel which has recently been taken over by Liverpool
Brewing Company.
If you know of anything going on in a pub that you think we could promote or there’s a pub out
there that needs our help let us know by emailing pubsofficer@sthelenscamra.org.uk
Cheers
Ian
St Helens & Districts CAMRA Pubs Officer

For all your CAMRA related news outside of our branch, keep an eye out for the latest issue of What’s
Brewing, which is available online at https://wb.camra.org.uk/

Forthcoming Events
What a fun place to have a branch meeting. So why not come and
join us at West Park Rugby Club the 23rd. They just so happen to be
hosting a beer festival to celebrate their 75th anniversary on the
23rd and 24th June. Plus, there’s live entertainment and your first
drink is included with ticket. Tickets are available from the venue
or via the ticket link: https://west-park-rfc.square.site/s/shop
Our branch meetings usually start at 8pm, but we’ll aim to be
there from 7pm onwards. Hope to see you there.
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Join us on our trip to Warrington
Saturday 16th July
Join us on our summer outing around some great real ale pubs in Warrington.
We’ll be meeting at St Helens bus station to get the bus at 9.23am to Warrington (the 329 from
stand 3).
Once we get there, we’ll walk the short
distance (5 mins) to The Bluebell to grab
breakfast. Those who don’t meet us on the
bus are welcome to join us at the pub for
breakfast around 10am. Once we’re suitably
sorted with food and a couple of pints, we’ll
head off on our pub crawl.
Anyone wanting to join us but doesn’t want
to get there for breakfast is welcome to
catch us at some point along the route. We’ll
be putting our whereabouts on social media
throughout the day so feel free to join us
wherever and whenever. The map shows
the route we intend to take (if we don’t get
side-tracked)

Articles
Cider and Brewery trip
I need to start off by saying that anyone who couldn’t make it to the cider and brewery coach trip in
May missed a treat. It was a truly amazing day and the sun was shining to boot.
We met at the Turks Head for bacon butty breakfast, which were absolutely delicious (and massive!)
So, a big thanks to Daryl for opening early for us and to everyone in the kitchen for the superb start
to the day. Once everyone was suitably stuffed on
bacon and doorstop bread it was time to board the
coach for the 40-minute journey to Dunham Press
Cider. We were met in the sunny Cheshire
countryside by Chris, head Cidermaker at Dunham
Press, who kindly offered everyone samples of cider
fresh from the fermenting barrels.
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The first one we tried was a naturally carbonated cider called Streaker and it was delicious. Really
crisp and easy drinking on a hot summer’s day.
Chris showed us around the fermenting shed and told us all about the process and the types of
apples they grow on the estate, that has sustained
orchards for over 200 years! Dunham Press are the
only real cider producers in the North of England, so
it’s great they are just a bus ride away.
Once everyone had seen the sheds and been told
about the process, we were taken to the beautiful
orchards where we were invited to sit and take in the
views (as well as sample more cider from the
fermenting barrels) The shop was open too for us to
buy and drink on site while we chatted to friends old
and new, and the pizza oven was fired up in time for
lunch.
With the sun shining and the cider flowing, everyone
had a lovely, chilled afternoon in the sun before it was time to get back on the coach and head to
Chapter Brewing.
The stop at Chapter was great as it meant
those who were not really cider drinkers but
wanted real ale could come along and enjoy
the second part of the trip. There was
something for everyone. The tap room at
Chapter is only small and is set in an industrial
estate, but there were plenty of beers on
offer, mainly key keg, but nonetheless tasty.
An added bonus while we were there –
Chapter were presented with an award from
our friends at Wigan CAMRA for one of their
beers being voted the best dark beer at this
year’s Wigan Beer Festival.
It was getting on for 7pm before we were rounded up on the coach to head back to our own Cider
Pub of the Year, the Turks Head, where many of us stayed to carry on the festivities.
All in all, it really was a great day and really lovely to see so many people turn out for our first proper
get together outside of our branch since lockdown. Here’s to many more to come!!
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POTY Presentation
Leanne, landlady at the Beer EnGin in Whiston, was presented with her award at our last branch
meeting in May. It was a really busy night with a huge turnout to support her, it really was standing
room only!
She was presented with her award by our Chair,
Gillian Yates, who said: "It's a pleasure to give this
award to Leanne. She has done an amazing job at
the Beer EnGin and the accolade of Pub of the
Year is really well deserved. There's always a
warm welcome, friendly atmosphere and great
better beer on offer in the pub, so really well
done."
The pub had all 6 pumps available – with three of
them being LocAle offerings – as well as a
selection of key keg beers and lagers. The place
was packed with regulars wanting to congratulate
Leanne on a well-deserved award – the very
people that she says are the reason she is still in business and that the award is as much for the
people who drink in the Beer EnGin as it is for her.
Local MP Marie Rimmer couldn’t make it to the awards presentation, but she has put her support
behind Leanne and the work she has done to make the Beer EnGin a success. She said: “Leanne has
done an amazing job turning the Beer EnGin into an award-winning pub. It provides a fantastic local
hub for the whole local community to enjoy. The pub brings people together in a way that we have
all needed after the last couple of years of social distancing. In particular, the pub has done a
fantastic job of working with local breweries that helps to support our local economy through these
challenging times. Our community is home to so many great pubs that provide an invaluable service
to local residents. I hope that the Beer EnGin can
go all the way to the national finals. I will be
rooting for them.”
The Beer EnGin will now go forward to the
Merseyside Pub of the Year competition. It will
be up against The Bridewell in Liverpool, The
Magazine in Wirral and The Guest House in
Southport. Good luck to all at the Beer EnGin!

If anyone would like to write a short article or news story for the newsletter please send it to us via
email newsletter@sthelenscamra.org.uk
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Next Committee Meeting
The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th June at The Junction (Rainford) at 8pm.
Committee meetings usually take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. All CAMRA members
are welcome to attend these meetings. Committee meetings are always held at local pubs that serve
real ale. All are welcome to attend our Committee meetings, but only Committee members can vote.

Next Branch Meeting
The next Branch meeting will be held on Thursday 23rd June at West Park Rugby Club at 8pm.
Please note the change of day. All those attending will aim to be there from 7pm onwards.
Branch meetings usually take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month. The purpose of the meeting
is to discuss current issues and have a general catch up with local brewery, pub, and beer festival
news. These meetings are quite informal and fairly short (on average between an hour and an hour
and a half). Our CAMRA Branch meetings are always held at local pubs that serve real ale.

CAMRA is more than just promoting great beer: It's very sociable - you'll meet others who share your interest in all things beer (or
cider/perry)
 CAMRA offers a range of training for volunteers - including Emergency First Aid, Food
Hygiene, Stewarding and Health & Safety
 You'll gain skills to enhance your CV
 CAMRA volunteers are a wonderful mix of people, of all ages, from all walks of life
If you are interested in joining CAMRA, all the relevant details can be found at
http://www.camra.org.uk
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Real Ale Pubs in the St Helens Area
If you notice a missing venue, then please get in touch so we can add it!
For more information about the pubs listed below, check out https://whatpub.com or grab your nearest copy of the
Good Beer Guide.

Town Centre &
Surrounding Area
















Carr Mill

The Abbey
Connoisseur Brewery &
Tasting Rooms
(Temporarily Suspended)
The Cowley Vaults
CD CP L
Cricketers Arms
CD CP
Eccleston Arms
The George
CD
Gerard Arms
CD
Glass House
CP CV
The Lamb
Market Tavern
CV
The News Room
CD
New Talbot Alehouse
CD
The Sefton
CD CV L
Turks Head
CD CP L

CD
CV





Boathouse
The Carr Mill
Haresfinch Sports & Social
Club (By request only)

Clock Face / Sutton




Boar’s Head
Bull and Dog
Glass Horse

Lymewood Farm

Prescot










The Bard
CP
The Clock Face
Dean’s House
Old Mill
Prescot Cables Football Club
Prescot Reform Club
Royal Oak
Sun Inn
Watchmaker
CP CV

Bottle and Glass
The Colliers Arms
The Derby Arms
Eagle and Child

CAMRA Discount available
CAMRA Vouchers accepted here

St Helens & Districts CAMRA Newsletter

CP
L

Game Bird
The Junction
CP
Rainford Labour Club
The Red Cat
The Star

Rainhill






Black Horse
Coach and Horses
Commercial
CV
Manor Farm
Rainhill Recreation Club
Ship
Skew Bridge
CP

Eccleston / Eccleston Park






Grapes Hotel
The Griffin
Seven Stars
Stanley Arms
The Wellington

Thatto Heath / Nutgrove


Rainford & Crank













Haydock





The Elephant

Whiston


Beer EnGin
CP

Serving real cider and/or perry
Loyalty Card scheme in operation
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